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What's new with old

States

Blake murder trial: Defense attor-

neys for Robert Blake are looking for

jurors who may be open to conspira-
cy theories.

Prosecutors, on the other hand, want
people who use common sense and make
quick decisions.

More than three years after Blake’s wife
was shot to death outside a San Fernando
Valley restaurant, the selection process for
more than 100 potential jurors was to begin
Monday in the actor’s murder tri

Blake, former star of the “Baretta” TV se-
ries and the movie “In Cold Blood,” is
charged with murder in the death of his
wife, Bonny Lee Bakley, whom he married
after DNA tests showed he was the father of
her baby.

New N.J. governor sworn in: Gov. James
E. McGreevey submitted his letter of resig-
nation on Monday, ending a tenure doomed
by a shocking summertime disclosure he
had engaged in a gay, extramarital affair.

The letter, signed by McGreevey, was
filed with Secretary of State Regena Tho-
mas. It says, “Dear Madam Secretary, I re-
sign effective 11:59 p.m. on Monday, Novem-
ber 15, 2004.”

On Sunday, state Senate President Rich-
ard Codey took the oath of office as acﬁng
governor in a private ceremony at his
He takes over once McGreevey has folclal-
ly left the job at midnight.

New bishop elected: A bishop whose dio-
cese plans to seek bankruptcy protection
from millions of dollars in clergy sex abuse
claims was elected in Washington on Mon-
day as the next president of the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops.

Bishop William Skylstad of Spokane,

Turkey marks anniversary of attacks: Ner-
min Sahin, center, whose son was killed
following a suicide attack last year at an
Istanbul synagogue, lays flowers Monday at
the scene of the blast in Istanbul. Turkish
Jews and Muslims cried in the rain and recit-
ed prayers of mourning as they marked the
first anniversary of suicide bombings that
struck two Istanbul synagogues in attacks
blamed on a local al-Qaida cell.

World

Imq elections: Along with their monthly
ration of sugar, rice and flour, Iragis are re-
ceiving a piece of paper promoted as a key

Wash., was elected over to suc-
ceed Bishop Wilton Gregory of Belleville,
111, who is ending his three-year term after
leading the conference through the height
of the clergy sex abuse crisis.

Advocates for abuse victims had opposed
the Skylstad’s candidacy, saying he was try-
ing to avoid for

Iraq: a voter r

Tragis will choose a national assembly,
which among other things will draft a per-
‘manent constitution. If the document is rati-
fied in a referendum, another election will
be held in December 2005.

priests who molested young people. Some
church observers had also wondered wheth-
er the bishops would want their top leader
to come from a diocese embroiled in
abuse-related financial problems.

McCain backs CIA shake-up: Sen. John
McCain, R-Ariz., on Sunday supported CIA
Director Porter Goss’s shake-up of the intel-
ligence agency, which he described as “dys-
functional” and not providing President
Bush with the information needed to con-
duct the war on terrorism.

Reacting to stories about potential resig-
nations of CIA officials in response to ac-
tions taken by Goss and his staff, McCain,
appearing on ABC’s “This Week With
George Stephanopoulos,” said, “A shake-up
is absolutely necessary.”

McCain said that although the agency has
“good and decent people” it had become dys-
functional and that “a shake-up is absolute-
ly necessary.”

Human smuggling plea: A woman plead-
ed guilty Monday to her role in a human
smuggling operation in which 19 illegal im-
migrants died after boarding a sweltering
trailer.

Norma Gonzalez Sanchez was set to go to
trial on Nov. 29 with three other defendants
who prosecutors say were involved in the
smuggling operation, the nation’s deadliest.

She pleaded guilty to a charge of harbor-

Voter began Nov. 1 and runs
through Dec. 15, with authorities using a
Saddam Hussein-era database for food ra-
tioning to create the initial voter list. When
Iragis receive their monthly ration, they get
a sheet of paper listing members of each
family.

Dollar value drops in Cuba: The value of a
dollar in Cuba dropped to 90 cents on Mon-
day as a surcharge on the American green-
back took effect, the latest step in the island
nation’s conversion from an economy based
on U.S. currency to one using the new con-
vertible peso.

Cubans and tourists lined up to change
dollars into pesos over the weekend. As of
last week, U.S. currency no longer was ac-
cepted at Cuban stores, restaurants, hotels
or other businesses, and the new 10 percent
surcharge is meant to further discourage
people from bringing currency from Cuba’s
No. 1 enemy to the island.

President Fidel Castro has said the wide-
spread use of the American money was
being halted to guarantee Cuba’s economic
independence.

Afghan militants set new deadline: Tali-
ban-linked militants threatening to kill
three U.N. hostages gave the government
until Monday night to reach a deal for their
release, while Afghan officials said negotia-
tions had been postponed amid disagree-
ments over ransom demands.

ing and illegal immigrants into
the United States and causing serious injury
or death to a person as a result.

ppine diplomat Angelito Nayan, Brit-
ish-Irish Annetta Flanigan, and Shqipe He-
bibi of Kosovo were seized at gunpoint on

Oct. 28— the first abduction of foreigners in
the capital since the fall of the Taliban three
years ago.

The purported leader of Jaish-al Mus-
limeen, which is seeking the release of 26
militants in exchange for the trio, told The
Associated Press that the new deadline for
an agreement was 10 p.m. Monday.

‘War crimes trial: U.N. prosecutors prom-
ised witnesses would help prove war crimes
charges against three former members of
the Kosovo Liberation Army whose trial
began Monday — the first ethnic Albanians
to face charges stemming from the Kosovo
war at the Hague tribunal.

Prosecutors accused Fatmir Limaj, Hara-
din Bala and Isak Musliu of murder, torture
and imprisonment of Serb civilians, as well
as “perceived Albanian collaborators” dur-
ing the 1998-1999 conflict.

All have pleaded innocent.

Their arrest in February set off protests
in Kosovo’s capital Pristina, where many
ethnic Albanians view them as heroes in a
war for independence. But although Koso-
vo’s public television RTK broadcast the
proceedings live Monday, with simulta-
neous translation in Albanian, there was lit-
tle public reaction in Kosovo to the start of
the trial.

However, the trial may help stem Serb
criticism of the United Nations court. Many
Serbs have accused the court of being preju-
diced against them, saying few Muslims
have been indicted for alleged crimes in the
wars during the disintegration of Yugosla-
via.

Japan, N. Korea talks: Prime Minister Ju-
nichiro Koizumi said Monday he was not
isfied with the outcome of North Korea’s in-
vestigation into the fate of several Japanese
nationals abducted decades ago by the com-
munist country’s spies.

He said Tokyo has not ruled out the possi-
bility of economic sanctions.

North Korea has admitted to kidnapping
13 Japanese in the 1970s and 1980s to train
them in Japanese language and culture. The
regime released five in 2002 but has said the
eight others died — a claim many Japanese
don’t believe.

Japanese officials returned Monday on a
chartered flight from North Korea with
what Pyongyang says are the remains of a
woman kidnapped 26 years ago, according
to media reports. They also carried the docu-
ments and possessions of seven other Japa-
nese citizens.

Basque plan rejected: Spain’s justice min-
ister rejected a new proposal on Monday
from Basque militants for talks to end the re-
gion’s long-running conflict, saying they
must first explicitly renounce violence.

At a rally Sunday in San Sebastian,
former members of the banned party Bata-
suna — seen as the political wing of the
armed group ETA — unveiled a 7-point plan
for a new peace process before a crowd of
15,000 people chanting slogans in support of
ETA.

The blueprint contained two key policy
shifts: dialogue among all parties in the re-
gion, including those which oppose the idea
of Basque independence, as a step toward
some kind of referendum on the region’s fu-
ture. Until now Batasuna had limited such
dialogue to Basque nationalist parties.

Batasuna also says now that it could nego-
tiate an end to the conflict as part of that
final-status dialogue, dropping its previous
insistence that ETA itself be the main play-
er. Under the plan, ETA and the Spanish
government would only negotiate side is-
sues like what to do with the estimated 500
ETA prisoners in Spanish jails.

Stories and photo from wire services
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Lethal clashes continue throughout Iraq

Marine colonel calls Fallujah ‘basically secure,” but still dangerous

BY TINI TRAN
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Fierce battles
between insurgents and U.S. and
Iraqi forces killed at least 27 peo-
ple on Monday in Baqouba and
south of Baghdad — the latest in a
wave of clashes that has swept
Irag’s Sunni Muslim heartland
even as American forces move
against the last remaining pock-
ets of resistance in Fallujah.

U.S. forces have now secured
“100 percent of Fallujah,” accord-
ing to Col. Michael Regner, opera-
tions director of the 1st Marine
Expedmonary Force.

The city is basically secure,
and we can go wherever we
want,” Regner told Pentagon re-
porters Monday afternoon from
Camp Fallujah, a remote Marine
base just outside the city.

However, securing the city,
however, is not the same as fully
controlling it, Regner added.

Moreover, “some portions of
the city are more clear than oth-
ers,” Regner said.

Earlier Monday, a convoy of
ambulances and relief supplies
trying to enter Fallujah was
forced to turn back because the
fighting made it too dangerous,
the head of the Iragi Red Cres-
cent said. The Red Crescent and

captured”
said. “But i

U.S. Marines of the 1st division enter a house to take up pe
Monday. U.S. ground forces were trying to corner the remaining resistance in the city.

in Ramadi, Regner Monday,

s not a cleared city.”

triggering two huge
plumes of smoke.

ion in the western part of Fallujah, Iraq,

Moayad Ahmed Yasseen, lead-

diately identified, but the only
Western women known to have
been taken hostage are Briton
Margaret Hassan, 59, director of
CARE international in Iraq, and
Teresa Borcz Khalifa, 54, a Pol-
ish-born longtime resident of

Iraq.

Outside Fallujah, U.S. and Iragi
troops and insurgents clashed in
several cities across a belt of cen-
tral and northern Iraq, including
Bagouba, Ramadi, Mosul and Su-
wayrah, south of Baghdad.

In Bagouba, insurgents at-
tacked 1st Infantry Division sol-
diers with rocket-propelled gre-
nades and small arms fire near a
traffic circle and police station, of-
ficials said.

During the fighting, U.S. troops
came under fire from a mosque,
the U.S. military said. Iraqi securi-
ty stormed the mosque and found
rocket-propelled grenades, mor-
tar rounds and other weapons
and ammunition, the statement
said.

In the neighboring town of Bu-
hriz, militants killed the town po-
lice chief, Lt. Gen Qassem Mo-
hammed, in an attack on his
house, of‘ﬁclals said. During fight-
ing in Buhriz and Bagouba, Amer-
ican aircraft dropped two 500
pound bombs on an insurgent po-
sition.

Red Cross have been unable to
gain access to people inside Fallu-
jah during more than a week of vi-
olence.

Marines have detained 1,052 ap-
parent fighters, Regner said, of
whom only a handful — no more
than 20 — appear to be foreign
fighters.

Meanwhile, Marines are now in-
volved with the city of Ramadi,
the provisional seat of Al Anbar
province, Regner said.

“For a week now, [Ramadi] has
been tougher,” Regner said,
prompting the Marines to send in
two full battalions of fighters to
quell fighting in the past 48 hours.

Marines have found “a number
of weapons caches, and a number
of terrorists have been killed or

Regner said that some of the
anti-coalition fighters in Ramadi
and other Iraq cities could be
fighters who escaped from Fallu-
jah at some point during the bat-
tle, which is now in its eighth day.

According to Regner, “we have
had 37 Marines and soldiers
killed in action” in the fighting in
Fallujah, while there was one
“noncombat death” in the city
over the weekend, which he did
not define.

There have been 320 U.S. forc-
es wounded in action, Regner
said, with 134 of those “returned
to duty” after receiving medical
attention.

Heavy explosions rocked Bagh-
dad’s Green Zone after nightfall

There was no immediate expla-
nation for the blasts, which hit at
8:30 p.m. The heavily fortified
Green Zone, the home of the U.S.
and Iraqi leadership, lies on the
western bank of the Tigris River.

Loudspeakers boomed across
the river, warning “Take cover,
take cover.”

Even as the fighting continued
in the city, Iraq’s interior minis-
ter declared victory in the offen-
sive. “Fallujah is no more a safe
haven for the terrorists and kill-
ers. This thing is over,” Falah
Hassan al-Naqib told reporters in
Baghdad.

Prime Minister Ayad Allawi
said the leader of a militant group
behind the killing of some foreign
hostages had been captured.

er of the group Muhammad’s
Army, was captured along with
an unspecified number of his fol-
lowers, Allawi said.

Allawi’s office confirmed that
two of his female relatives who
were kidnapped last week have
been released. Allawi’s cousin,
Ghazi Allawi, his cousin’s wife
and his cousin’s pregnant daugh-
ter-in-law were abducted at gun-
point last Tuesday in western
Baghdad’s Yarmouk neighbor-
hood. There was no word on the
cousin.

On Sunday, U.S. Marines found
the disemboweled body of a West-
ern woman wrapped in a
blood-soaked blanket on a street
in Fallujah.

The woman could not be imme-

A U.S. military spokesman said
at least 20 insurgents were killed,
although battle reports were still
being assessed.

Mohammed Zayad of the
Bagouba hospital said nine Iraqgis
— ane attacker, a policeman and
seven civilians — were Killed and
11 Iragis were injured in the fight-
ing. It was not clear to what ex-
tent his count overlapped with
the U.S. count of 20 insurgents
killed. Four 1st Infantry Division
soldiers were wounded, although
two of them returned to duty, the
military said.

Stripes reporter Lisa Burgess and
Associated Press reporters Edward
Harris in Fallujah and Robert H. Reid,

Michael in Baghdad contributed to this

The Associated Press

As of Sunday at least 1,186 members of
the U.S. military have died since the begin-
ning of the Iraq war in March 2003, ac-
cording to an Associated Press count. At
least 903 died as a result of hostile action,
the Defense Department said as of Friday.
The figures include three military civil-
ians. The department did not provide an
update over the weekend.

The AP count is 20 higher than the De-
fense Department’s tally, which was last
updated Friday at 10 a.m. EST.

The British military has reported 74
deaths; Italy, 19; Poland, 13; Spain, 11;
Ukraine, nine; Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia,
three; Eslonla Thailand and the Nether-
lands, two each; and Denmark, El Salva-
dor, Hungary and Latvia have reported
one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when President
Bush declared that major combat opera-
tions in Iraq had ended, 1,048 U.S. mili-

U.S.

tary members have died, according to
AP’s count. That includes at least 794
deaths resulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by the mili-
tary:

W No deaths reported.

The latest identifications reported by
the military:

M Marine Cpl. Kevin J. Dempsey, 23, of
Monroe, Conn,; killed Saturday in Anbar
province; asslgned to 2nd Reconnaissance
Battalion, IT Marine Expeditionary Force,
Camp Lejeune, N.C.

W Marine Lance Cpl. Nicholas H. Ander-
son, 19, of Las Vegas; died Friday in a vehi-
cle incident while conducting combat op-
erations in Anbar province; assigned to
1st Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment, 1st
Marine Division, I Marine Expeditionary
Force, Camp Pendleton, Calif.

W Army Sgt. James C. Matteson, 23, Ce-
loron, N.Y.; died Friday in Fallujah when

deaths in Iraq

a grenade struck his vehicle; assigned to
the Army’s 2nd Battalion, 2nd Infantry
Regiment, 1st Infantry Division, Vilseck,
Germany.

W Marine Lance Cpl. Wesley J. Can-
ning, 21, Friendswood, Texas; killed
Wednesday in Anbar province; assigned
to 2nd Assault Amphibian Battalion, 2nd
Marine Division, I Marine Expeditionary
Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

W Army Maj. Horst G. Moore, 38, of San
Antonio, Texas; died Tuesday in Mosul
when enemy mortar rounds detonated
within his unit living area; assigned to the
Army’s 1st Battalion, 24th Infantry Regi-
ment, 1st Brigade, 25th Infantry Division
(Stryker Brigade Combat Team), Fort
Lewis, Wash.

W Army 1st Lt. Edward D. Iwan, 28, Al-
bion, Neb,; died Friday in Fallujah when a
grenade struck his vehicle; assigned to the
Army’s 2nd Battalion, 2nd Infantry Regi-
ment, 1st Infantry Division, Vilseck, Ger-
many.

M Army Sgt. Jonathan B. Shields, 25, At-
lanta; died Friday in Fallujah when he
was accidentally struck by a tank; as-
signed to the Army’s 3rd Battalion, 8th
Cavalry Regiment (Armor), 1st Cavalry
Division, Fort Hood, Texas.

W Army Spc. Raymond L. White, 22, El-
wood, Ind; died Friday in Baghdad when
his patrol was attacked with small arms
fire; assigned to the Army’s 1st Battalion,
8th Cavalry Regiment (Armor), 1st Caval-
ry Division, Fort Hood, Texas.

W Marine Lance Cpl. David M. Bran-
ning, 21, Cockesville, Md,; killed Friday in
Anbar province; assigned to 1st Battalion,
3rd Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine Divi-
smn, III Marine Expeditionary Force, Ma-
rine Corps Base Hawaii.

W Marine Lance Cpl. Brian A. Medina,
20, Woodbridge, Va.; killed Friday in
Anbar province; assigned to 1st Battalion,
3rd Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine Divi-
sion, I1I Marine Expeditionary Force, Ma-
rine Corps Base Hawaii.
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Engineers fortify
Iraq-Syria horder

Soldiers take a break from urban
combat to build forts for Iraqi troops

BY JULIANA GITTLER
Stars and Stripes

NEAR SINJAR, Iraq — A long,
sandy berm is all that separates
the flat, empty border between
northwestern Iraq and Syria.

But soldiers with the 276th En-
gineer Battalion from the Virgin-
ia National Guard are building 15
rudimentary forts that they say
will help seal the porous border.

“There was nothing out here,”
said the Company A commander,
Capt. Jonathan Gray, who is in
charge of the project which spans
nearly 150 miles.

The forts serve as tiny foot-
holds for the fledgling Iragi bor-
der patrol in an area where smug-
glers are common. U.S. officials
have said anti-coalition foreign
fighters, supplies and money
have been flowing across Irag’s
open borders.

For the soldiers, the project
was a break from their daily expo-

sure to makeshift bombs and city
fighting.

“We went from an urban envi-
ronment to a rural environment
where our primary mission was
not combat objectives,” said Spe.

MIDEAST EDITION -
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Matthew Gowin, from
ville, Va., who became a plumber
for the project. “It turned out bet-
ter than I thought it would.”

“Engineers love to leave some-
thing behind,” said Lt. Col. Ed-
ward Morgan, the battalion com-
mander. “In a sense this will be
our little mark.”

Fortified borders will help Iraq
maintain control of its own country
and help reduce risks from foreign
fighters to servicemembers there.

The forts consist of a perimeter
with a tower and conex living
area. Personnel will have runnmg
water, electricity, heat and air
conditioning — “All the basic life
support,” Gray said.

The project added fortifications

PETER JAEGER/Stars and Stripes
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Soldiers from Company A of the 276th Engineers Battalion work on a tower at one of 15 forts they built on
the Irag-Syria border. The forts will serve as tiny footholds for the fledgling Iraqi border patrol.

to the large stretches between a
few existing border posts. They're
temporary, built to last about a
year, by which time Iraq should
have new forts built.

It took an orchestrated effort to
‘move the conexes and heavy con-
struction equipment two hours
into the desert, while maintaining
security.

“You can’t hide that on the high-
ways from the bad guys,” Morgan
said.

“That was the hardest part,
loading and unloading,” said Sgt.
Timothy D. Atkins, attached to
Company A, and a land surveyor
in his civilian life in Mechanics-
ville. “I’'s a major endeavor to
push that much stuff and do it as
fast as we were, and leapfrog
from site to site.”

For some soldiers, the project
was the third trip to the border.
The support platoon fortified the
berm in the spring, returned in
August to repair the existing forts
and again in October for the
project.

They had to beg and borrow
enough equipment for the job.

“That  coordination  took
months. The actual mission took
like 16 days,” said Sgt. James Tim-
berlake, support platoon sergeant
from Powhatan, Va.

“Instead of just pushing a dirt
pile for 200 miles, [you] start
from nothing and have a com-
plete project,” he said.

“It was a lot
different than
you see on the

&k Engineers love to

trip and gave them a chance to
build, the soldiers said.

“Inever even knew there were
that many stars,” Atkins said. “It
was definitely a good experience
being out there.”

The job also gives them a sense
“that this will make a difference,”
Atkins said. “If it works, they
could stop in-
surgents enter-
ing the coun-

::;“u’.s’nwgom leave something oot Chris
ozt behind. ... In a M o™
b Pt e Sense this will be ¥ Joined the
g?éict‘sﬂigeof our little mark. 9y :ifnp:gt begt;::
among them Lt. Col. Edward Morgan  his first for the

drastic  varia-
tions in temperature, desert
creepy crawlies and no facilities.
It was pure field living, down to
the sandstorm that ruined a meal.
“Nothing but scorpions and
rats” out there, Atkins said.
But they enjoyed it. Working on
the project was like a camping

Army. At the
time, he was reading a book writ-
ten before the war that stressed
the importance of fortifying the
border with Syri:

“T think it's pretty vital that we
shut down that border,” Perry
said. “T'm glad to be a part of it.”
ail Juliana Gittler at:
AT

BY RON JENSEN
Stars and Stripes

New dog kennel dedicated at Anaconda
Building named for MP killed during attack

RON JENSEN/Stars and Stripes
Brig. Gen. Oscar Hilman cuts the ribbon to
open a new military working dog kennel at
Logistics Support Area Anaconda, Iraq.

LOGISTICS SUPPORT AREA ANA-
CONDA, Iraq — As the kennel was being
built to house the military working dogs at
LSA Anaconda, Capt. William Allen Jr.
was struck by a bit of inspiration.

The kennel, he believed, should be
named for a military
policeman, Staff Sgt.

&k /Staff Sgt. Mastrapa’s

“His daughter was clutching a puppy
near the casket,” Allen said. “It just kind of
.. Idon’t know.”

The kennel opened Thursday afternoon
as the sun set on Veterans Day. In a short
ceremony,  prayers
were offered, Mastra-
pa’s biography vas

Arthur S. Mastrapa, read, and Brig.
killed at the base dur- ; 7 7 Oscér Hilman, com-
inga rocket attack in wife] said she felt e er of the B1st Bl

“We responded to
the attack. He died at
the scene,” said Allen,
commander of the
362nd Military Police
Detachment, a reserve unit from Ashley,
Pa., but made up of soldiers from several
states.

Mastrapa, 35, was not part of Allen’s unit,
but the kinship between military cops made
the link an easy one. Plus, Allen said, there
was something he saw in the news coverage
of Mastrapa’s funeral in the States.

like the Army hadn’t
forgotten her.9
Capt.

gade Combat Team,
cut the ribbon.

Allen’s unit was the
first to have military
working dogs at this
base. The dogs are ca-
pable of detecting bombs and drugs or can
be used for simple patrolling.

“It's a prestige job to have,” said Allen,
because the military spends a lot of money
training the dogs before placing them in
the hands of a soldier.

Hilman called the dogs a “combat multi-

m Allen Jr.

plier” in the effort against insurgents. Be-
cause of security concerns, the exact size
of the kennel could not be released, accord-
ing to military officials.

Mastrapa had been an MP while serving
on active duty in the 1990s. He joined the
reserves on June 16, 2000, and worked as a
mailman_in civilian life in Altamonte
Springs, Fla.

He was assigned to the 351st Military Po-
lice Company from Orlando, Fla., and
worked as a driver and gunner during Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom. After his death, he
received a Bronze Star Medal.

He and his wife, Jennifer, were parents
to Marisa and Reece.

A plaque will be placed on the kennel to
honor Mastrapa’s memory.

Allen said he spoke with Jennifer Mastra-
pa about the kennel dedication. She told
him it was a good thing to do.

“She said she felt like the Army hadn’t
forgotten her,” he said.

E-mail Ron Jensen at:
jensenr@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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U.S. military leaders gather to plan strategy

Officers seek to keep momentum from Fallujah fight in approach to other Iraqi cities

BY JOHN HENDREN
Los Angeles Times

BAGHDAD — The United States’ top
military commanders converged here Sun-
day to craft a strategy for using the momen-
tum from a seemingly successful anti-in-
surgent battle in Fallujah to pacify other
embattled Iraqi cities, pressing toward a
decisive “tipping point” in the war.

In an unusually high-profile mid-battle
gathering, Gen. Richard J. Myers, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, arrived
from Washington, and Central Command
chief Gen. John P. Abizaid flew in from his
regional headquarters in Qatar. They met
with the top U.S. ground commander in
Traq, Gen. George Casey, his Iraqi counter-
parts and the American generals in charge
of Iraq’s various regions.

Unlike Myers’ occasional visits to troops
in Iraq, the general planned this tour to dis-
cuss war strategy with senior commanders
regarding the ongoing battle in Fallujah
and the outbreaks of unrest in other areas,
including Baghdad and the northern city of
Mosul.

As many as 1,600 insurgents in Fallujah

were killed so rapidly that the streets were
littered with an “alarming” number of bod-
jes, senior defense officials said, despite
Muslim strictures that require burial with-
in 24 hours.

The American commanders expect to
use information gleaned from the dead and
from interrogations of an estimated 1,000
captured rebels to find insurgent leaders
— possibly including the best-known guer-
rilla, Jordanian militant Abu Musab al-Zar-
gawi — who the said left Fal-

tion in Fallujah, was marked by a renewed
optimism among Pentagon strategists that
they were making progress despite a re-
cent rise in attacks by a stubborn insurgen-

cy.

“You never know how close you are to a
tipping point,” said a senior defense offi-
cial involved in the talks, who requested an-
onymity.

U.S. and Iragi military commanders are
setting their sights on a smaller hotbed of
. Ramadi, as the next likely

lujah ahead of the past week’s fighting.

“I think Fallujah will show us where the
leadership is,” Abizaid said. “I think there
are quite a few people that are in our hands
right now that will tell us an awful lot about
their organization.”

Yet uprisings in Mosul and elsewhere
suggested many insurgents might have
fled to fight elsewhere.

“The insurgency is like water, and when
you squeeze it, it kind of goes like water,”
Abizaid said.

The gathering, which commanders de-
scribed as the result of visits independent-
ly scheduled before the latest confronta-

focus of a major anti-insurgent onslaught.
The deployment used to seize control there
is expected to be smaller than the 10,000
American and 2,000 Iraqi forces used in
nearby Fallujah.

Iraqi and U.S. officials continued to ex-
press optimism over the prospect of nation-
wide elections for a new Iraqi government
in January but said that depended on driv-
ing insurgents from Fallujah and Ramadi,
the capital of Al Anbar province.

The province is considered particularly
crucial because Al Anbar is predominantly
Sunni Muslim. Authorities hope that Sun-
nis — who were loyal to ousted President
Saddam Hussein, a fellow Sunni, and have

since supported and fought in the insurgen-
cy — could be placated by participating in
anew government.

Sunnis also offer a counterbalance to
Traq’s majority Shiite Muslims, who Bush
administration officials fear could use
their power at the ballot box to steer the his-
torically secular nation toward an Irani-
an-style theocracy.

Commanders intend for a bloody battle
against intransigent fighters in Fallujah to
send a message to Iraqis elsewhere who
ally themselves with extremist groups:
Those who cooperate with radical insur-
gents, even in the short term, will find
themselves targets.

“The coalition and the Iraqis will not lol—
erate temporary alliances of convenience,”
said Abizaid, who visited Fallujah on Sun-
day before a late night meeting with
Myers, Casey and Iragi commanders.

U.S. military officials have been sur-
prised by the aggressiveness of the insur-
gents. Attacks have been on the rise
throughout Iragq, reaching 130 a day as of
Friday, the defense official said. But the at-
tacks have been weaker in recent days, he
added, including a fair amount of return
fire directed at U.S. and Iraqi troops.

Relief convoy turns
back from Fallujah

Honoring those lost on a symbol of tragedy

because of danger

BY ALEXANDER G. HIGGINS
The Associated Press

GENEVA — A relief convoy of
ambulances and supplies reached
the edge of Fallujah on Monday,
but turned back after Red Cross
officials decided it was too danger-

us to proceed deeper into the
city, officials said.

Ahmed Rawi, the Baghdad
spokesman for the International
Committee of the Red Cross, said
the Iraqi Red Crescent convoy of
four ambulances and four trucks
carrying supplies reached Fallu-
jah General Hospital on the out-
skirts of the city, but was unable
to go into the conflict zone.

Ismail al-Haqi, director of the
Iragi Red Crescent Society, said
he had decided it was too danger-
ous for the convoy to proceed.

“I can't sacrifice the lives of the

an for the Iragi Red Crescent,
said earlier that U.S. forces and
the Traqi government prevented
the aid convoy from crossing the
Euphrates River into the main
part of the city and told it to leave
the hospital area as well.

Rawi told The Associated Press
by telephone that the convoy then
went to the south in hopes of en-
tering nearby Amiriyah al-Fallu-
jah, where there are civilians who
have fled the fighting.

Muin Kassis, ICRC'’s spokes-
man in Amman Jordan, said the
agency planned to send investiga-
tors to two Fallujah suburbs,
Karma and Assaklawia, Tuesday
to check on the condition of hun-
dreds of displaced families there.

Kassis said the ICRC was con-
cerned about people living in
tents and other makeshift shel-
ters in the cold weather, and had

reports of fever, diar-

; it is very to
go inside Fallujah now and we
preferred not to enter,” al-Haqi
said, denying an earlier Red Cres-
cent statement that claimed U.S.
forces and Iraqi officials turned
back the convoy.

The Red Crescent and Red
Cross have been unable to gain ac-
cess to people inside Fallujah dur-
ing more than a week of fighting
between U.S. and Iragi govern-
‘ment forces and insurgents.

The hospital itself was well-sup-
plied, because no patients or
wounded people have been able
to reach it from the embattled
city, Rawi said. “Regretfully,
there was no patient in sight,” he
said.

Fardous al-Ubaidi, spokeswom-

rhea and other illnesses in the
camps, especially among chil-
dren.

Kassis also said the ICRC had
reports that people in areas of Fal-
lujah not under the control of the
U.S--led forces had no access to
medical care.

“We urge all parties, either the
American forces or the Iragi gov-
ernment, to secure the lives of
people of Fallujah; this is very im-
portant,” Rawi said.

He said the government should
at least restore service from one
of Fallujah’s two main water treat-
ment plants so that civilians can
have drinking water.

Robert H. Reid and Tini Tran of The
Associated Press contributed to this
report from Bagl

A U.S. Marine of the 1st Division writes the words “Dark Horse” on a beam of the bridge western Fallujah,

Iraq, where the bodies of two American contractors killed by
earlier U.S. siege. An earlier message left by soldiers reads: “Th

were murdered here in 2004, Semper Fidelis 3/5.”

ants were strung up in March, sparking the
s for the Americans of Blackwater that

Allawi: Baghdad airport to be reopened

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Baghdad’s in-
ternational airport will reopen to
civilian traffic Monday after
being closed for a week under a
state of emergency declared be-
fore the U.S. assault on Fallujah,
Iraq’s prime minister said Sun-
day.

“Tomorrow we will open the
airport and we will open the bor-
ders so Iragis can resume their
normal lives,” Prime Minister

Ayad Allawi said in an interview
with Iraqiya television.

The airport was closed for 48
hours under the state of emergen-
cy decree announced Nov. 7. The
shutdown order was extended
several times.

It appeared the decision to re-
open the airport was made be-
cause the weeklong fighting in
Fallujah was winding down.

But Allawi said a Syrian border
crossing point at Qaim would re-
main closed.

The area has been the scene of
recent clashes between U.S. Ma-
rines and insurgents.

Syrian border officials said Sun-
day that Iraq already had re-
opened two crossings on the coun-
tries’ shared border following a
10-day closure.

However, travelers and border
officials told The Associated
Press that traffic was light, and
motorists were advised they
would not be allowed to return.
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Quilt honors memory

BY CATHY DYSON
The (Fredericksburg, Va.) Free Lance-Star

STAFFORD, Va. — On the afternoon
that her wedding was supposed to have
taken place, a Kentucky woman got a pack-
age from Stafford County.

It came from people she’d never met, yet
contained an item she’ll always treasure.

The gift was a quilt, made from bits and
pieces of old T-shirts and Army uniforms
that belonged to the man Stacey Martinez
had planned to marry.

But her wedding dreams — and her fu-
ture with the soldier she loved — had
ended on a battlefield months earlier. Her
fiance, 2nd Lt. Jeff Graham, was killed in
central Iraq when a bomb exploded as he
led his unit on foot patrol.

Graham had attended several Stafford
schools when his military family was
based in the area, and graduated from
Brooke Point High School in 1998. He was
24 when he died on Feb. 19, and his funeral
was held in the same Frankfort, Ky.,
church where he and Martinez had made
some of their wedding arrangements.

So, when Nov. 6 rolled around, Martinez
wasn’t expecting any presents. She opened
the package from Virginia, then “cried and
cried and cried,” she said during a phone
interview from her home in Elizabethtown.
“The quilt’s been with me ever since,” she
said. “It’s on my lap right now.”

Martinez immediately called Graham’s
parents. Carol and Mark Graham are sta-
tioned at Fort Sill, Okla., where Mark Gra-
ham is awaiting promotion to general.

Martinez couldn’t talk much through her
tears, so she let her mother describe each
block of the quilt to Graham’s mother.

“Stacey was kind of curled up with the
quilt, touching each square,” Carol Gra-
ham said during a phone interview. “I
could hear her say, ‘Oh, I remember when
Jeff wore this.” It did my heart good.”

Carol Graham was a substitute teacher
at Brooke Point when her family lived in

Stafford, and still has connections in the
area.

She had contacted members of the
Stafford Piecemakers Quilters Guild in
September and asked them to make a mem-
ory quilt for Martinez, a 25-year-old phar-
macist.

Martinez was having a tough time with
the loss, especially as the date of the
planned wedding loomed.

Carol Graham hoped a quilt, made from
clothes her son used to wear, would pro-
vide some comfort. So she bagged up some
shirts from Jeff Graham’s days at the Uni-
versity of Kentucky. She tossed in a camou-
flage uniform, a dress shirt and a couple of
pairs of boxers.

She also threw in his helmet bag, which
was one of the items the Grahams got back
from the war zone. Their son’s handwriting
was still visible, and read: “Graham J. C.
Co. 134 AR

Nancy Brothers and other Stafford quil-
ters went through the bag and started snip-
ping. They turned each T-shirt into a
14-inch block and backed it with stiff fab-
ric to keep the stretchy material in place.
They cut smaller blocks, slighter bigger
than postage stamps, from every other gar-
ment in the bag, such as Graham’s red
plaid or black silk boxers. They sewed
these into the borders of the individual
blocks, at the four corners.

The shirts reflect Graham’s service to
the Army and his love of sports, especially
the Kentucky Wildcats. One square
screams, “Go Big Blue,” and another
shows a red numeral “1,” the symbol of the
Army’s First Infantry Division. One block
recalls the Outback Bowl of 1999, when
Kentucky played Penn State, and another,
“The eRUPPtion Zone,” honors Rupp
Arena, where Wildcats basketball games
are played.

Because there’s so much blue in the
T-shirts, the quilters decided to add red
and white to make a patriotic theme. They

MIDEAST EDITION -

Tuesday, November 16, 2004

of soldier lost in Iraq

Wendy Lopez of Stafford Piecemakers, a quilting group in North Stafford, Va., works Nov.
1 on a memory quilt for Stacey Martinez, whose fiancee, 2nd Lt. Jeff Graham, was killed
in central Iraq when a homb exploded as he led his unit on foot patrol. The quilt is made
from his clothes that his parents gave the group.

put a white border, with silver stars,
around each of the 12 blocks, and outlined
the quilt in burgundy. The quilt measures
62 by 80 inches.

Four of the five women who worked on
the quilt gathered at Widewater Elementa-
ry School on Election Day. Brothers, Beth
Price, Wendy Lopez and Catherine Thoe-
rig brought their sewing machines to the li-
brary and set up an ironing board nearby.
Pat Fitzpatrick later stitched the entire
quilt together.

“Once we started on this, we realized we
had a lot more in common [with the Graha-
ms] than we thought,” Brothers said. Few
people have suffered the scope of tragedy
the Grahams have recently.

Jeff Graham was the second son Carol
and Mark Graham lost in a year.

In June 2003 their younger son, Kevin,
hanged himself. He suffered from depres-
sion, but had stopped taking antidepres-
sants because he wanted to stay in the
‘Army and didn’t want the drug showing up
on a medical exam.

The Graham family, along with Stacey
Martinez, are trying to survive their losses,
Carol Graham said.

“We’ll never get over it; we just try to get
through it,” she said. eminders that oth-
ers still care help them, she said.

“We're doing the best we can, thanks to
people like these ladles, and all their love
and support,” she said. “You don’t feel like
people have forgotten.”

Fallujah battle creates traffic jam at ammunition depot

BY JACKIE SPINNER
The Washington Post

NEAR FALLUJAH, Iraq —
The truck roared up in a blizzard
of white dust, its wheels spinning
in the fine powder that covered
the fenced-in lot known around
here as the “BLAHA.” The driver
was in a hurry. The drivers were
always in a hurry, and the Ma-
rines running thé lot knew that
without asking.

A forklift operator began mov-
ing stacks of 15Smm artillery
rounds onto the truck. A short dis-
tance away, Lance Cpl. Jorg Loza-
no and Pvt.

Timothy Haney each grabbed a
112-pound box of mortar shells
and hoisted it onto a stack of
wooden crates. They walked so
fast that the dust kicked up by
their boots covered them like a
swarm of bees.

“Sometimes it's so busy we
have to load the ammo by hand,”
said Lozano, 19, of Laredo, Texas.
“But T know I keep the blood flow-
ing.”

“What makes the blood flow,
Lozano?” asked Cpl. Johnathon
Castille, 21, of Lafayette, La., drill-

ing the junior Marine.
“Ammo,” Lozano replied.
“Ammo, ammo,” Haney said,

chiming in, until the only sound in

JACKIE SPINNER/The Washington Post

Lance Cpl. Jorg Lozano, 19, of Laredo, Texas, stacks 112-pound boxes

of mortar shells at the fenced-i

in lot known as the “BLAHA.” Si

ince the

battle of Fallujah started, few places at this main Marine outpost near
the city have been as busy as the BLAHA, an Army acronym that stands
for “Basic Load Ammo Holding Area.”

the yard was the two Marines
chanting “ammo, ammo.”

Since the battle of Fallujah
started one week ago, few places
at this main Marine outpost near
the city have been as busy as the
BLAHA, an Army acronym bor-
rowed by the Marines that stands

for “Basic Load Ammo Holding
Area.” When the artillery batter-
ies need cannon and mortar
shells or the troops on the front
line need flares and grenades,
this is the place.

Because of the large scale of
the offensive operation, the

ammo crews have been working
nearly nonstop, trying to fill or-
ders for U.S. and Iraqgi security
forces who continued Sunday to
battle the last insurgent holdouts.

Most hours of the day and
night, trucks line up, sometimes
six to eight deep, waiting for
ammo. The six Marines on duty
rush around counting crates and
boxes of mortar shells, smoke gre-
nades and tank rounds, filling the
orders and then loading them
onto supply trucks.

“Our mission here is get the
customer out of here as fast as
possible,” said 1st Lt. Ben Chase,
25, of New York City, a logistics
officer for the 1st Marine Expedi-
tionary Force Combat Service
Support Battalion. “Everyone
needs it immediately. Everything
is an emergency. I tell my Ma-
rines basically to run themselves
ragged.”

Lozano scurried by, like Chase
carrying a worn notebool

“Who'’s coming in?” Caslille
called after Lozano.

“Twenty-fourth MEU,” Lozano
answered, referring to the 24th
Marine Expeditionary Unit.

“How much they picking up?”

“A lot,” Lozano replied, before
rushing off.

Because of the massive
amounts of artillery lobbed dur-

ing the Fallujah offensive, logis-
tics officers have been scram-
bling to make sure their units are
adequately supplied. Inventory is
measured in colors: green,
amber, red and black. Green is a
full supply and black means the
ammo stock is empty.

“At no time have we gone
black, but there have been many
times we were getting really, real-
ly close,” said 1st Lt Johnny
Fortenberry, 31, a Task Force 2-2
soldier with the Army’s 1st Infan-
try Division.

Castille said the Marines and
soldiers have favored the larger
explosives for the Fallujah opera-
tion.

“They love the stuff that goes
boom,” he said, walking through
aisles of grenades and mortar
shells in a spacious warehouse
stacked with small-arms ammuni-
tion. “It’s safer to throw one of
these things into a building and
then thev can go in after it's
clear.”

Haney said the Marines supply-
ing the ammo feel that they are
part of the battle, even if they
aren’t fighting the insurgents face
to face.

“If they didn’t have us, they'd
be lost,” he said. “They wouldn’t
be able to fight. I feel really a part
of what’s going on out there.”
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Memorial service
to commemorate
four fallen in Iraq

Command sergeant major, three
soldiers to be honored in service

Stars and Stripes

VILSECK, Germany — The me-
morial service Wednesday in
Vilseck for the command ser-
geant major of the 2nd Battalion,
2nd Infantry Regiment, will in-
clude three more of the battal-
ion’s soldiers who were killed in
Fallujah last week.

The service originally was
planned for Command Sgt. Maj.
Steven Faulkenburg, 45, of Hunt-

Since then, three more 2-2 In-
fantry soldiers have died in Fallu-
jah, according to Spe. Rebecca
Sharpton, a 1st Infantry Division
spokeswoman.

First Lt. Edward Iwan, 28, of Al-
bion, Neb., was killed Friday
when a rocket-propelled grenade
struck his Bradley fighting vehi-
cle.

Sgt. James Matteson, 23, of Ce-
loron N.Y., also died Friday when

ingburg, Ind. g was
killed Nov. 9 during fighting in
Fallujah.

The unit had sent a team of
grief counselors last week to help
soldiers and families deal with
the loss of Faulkenburg, who was
active in the Vilseck community,
according to Maj. Brian Maddox,
executive officer for the 3rd Bri-
gade, 1st Infantry Division Rear
Detachment.

ket-propelled grenade
truck his Bradley.

Sharpton did not know if the
two soldiers were in the same Bra-
dley.

The name of the third
Vilseck-based soldier killed in
Traq has not been released, pend-
ing next-of-kin notification.

Additional details surrounding
the deaths of the other three sol-
diers were not available.

Security wall to be constructed

BAYJI, Iraq — Soldiers from the 411th Civil Af-
fairs Battalion have organized and funded the con-
struction of a security wall around one of Iraq’s
largest power plants in the city of Bayji, according
to a news release from the Tikrit-based Task Force
Danger.

The 12-foot security wall now encircles the en-
tire S00-acre site, which previously had been
guarded only by a chain-link fence, or, in some
placeﬁ nothing at all. The new wall has a con-

gate, and has reduced
lootmg and sabotage at the plant. The Army paid
an Iragi contractor $450,000 to build the wall,
while combat engineers from the 1st Infantry Divi-
sion provided security.

The 411th Civil Affairs Battalion, an Army Re-
serve unit based in Danbury, Conn., has begun a
$100,000 project to build guard towers along the
wall. Bayji is near the Tigris River, about 50 miles
southwest of Kirkuk.

Soldier charged with wrongful killing

BAGHDAD — A U.S. soldier has been charged
in connection with wrongful killing of Iragis, the
U.S. military said Monday.

The 1st Cavalry Division announced it has lev-
eled charges of premeditated murder and conspir-
acy to commit premeditated murder against 2nd
Lt. Erick J. Anderson of Company C, 1st Battalion,
41st Infantry Regiment of Fort Riley, Kan.

Anderson is serving with Task Force Baghdad,
the military said, adding that details of the inci-
dents related to the charges cannot be disclosed be-
cause of an ongoing investigation.

Italian troops won't stay in Iraq

ROME — Italian troops will not remain in Iraq if
the new government elected in January can quell
violence in the country on its own, Italy’s defense
minister said Sunday.

Antonio Martino reiterated that Italian and Iraqi

officials would decide after the election when and
how Italian troops would pull out.

“If the new government is in a position to con-
front terrorism by itself, we won't stay one day
longer,” he was quoted as saying by the ANSA
news agency. Martino spoke in Venice on the side-
lines of a NATO meeting.

The minister has said in the past that coalition
forces in Iraq can be “gradually” reduced after the
January elections if Iraqi troops and police can sta-
bilize the country.

Italy, with some 3,000 troops in Iraq, is one of
the biggest contributors to the U.S.-led military co-
alition there. Italy sent in troops as part of recon-
struction efforts.

Hungary to vote on troops’ stay

BUDAPEST, Hungary — Hungary’s Parliament
was expected to reject a government proposal on
Monday to extend the stay of the country’s 300 non-
combat troops in Iraq by three months, to the end
of March.

The plan needs the support of two-thirds of the
parliamentary deputies to gain approval, but the
two center-right opposition parties, which control
almost half the seats, have said they will vote
against it.

Socialist Prime Minister Ferenc Gyurcsany said
the extension was needed so Hungary could be
present in Iraq during elections set to be held
there at the end of January.

“We need three months to be able to say that we
kept our word, that the sacnﬁcea made by 300
Hungarian soldiers made sense, “ Gyurcsany said
about the extension. “We need 90 days ... so we can
be proud to say that Hungary does not abandon its
allies.”

But the opposition, led by Viktor Orban’s
Fidesz-Hungarian Civic Union, says the soldiers
should come home as soon as possible because
Hungarian voters do not support the mission and
because the torture of Iraqi prisoners at the Abu
Ghraib prison “shook the moral foundations” of
the coalition’s military presence in Iraq.
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BRADLEY SAPP/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

Sailors man the rails awaiting liberty call aboard the destroyer USS
Di

Fletcher earlier this year in San Diego. The former Pearl Harbor-based
ship is part of the Navy’s Sea Swap Initiative, a program that rotates
four crews through a single ship at six-month intervals.

Problems with
Sea Swap cited
in GAO report

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER
Stars and Stripes

NAVAL STATION ROTA,
Spain — A highly touted Navy pro-
gram that swaps crews at sea
may offer some benefits, but a
new congressional report shows
that trial runs have also produced
poor sailor morale and ship main-
tenance problems.

The Government Accountabili-
ty Office reported last Wednes-
day that the service also has not
backed up its claims that rotating
crews is a cheaper and better way
to do business.

Investigators determined the
Sea Swap Initiative could take a
long-term toll on ships and
dropped a heavy workload on
crews. Many sailors in each of the
focus groups complained about
poor morale and quality of life be-
cause they had to spend more
time maintaining the ships. Crew-
members aboard patrol coastal
ships, for example, complained
that they could not have any port
visits because they were too busy
tackling maintenance issues.

Sailors aboard the USS Higgins
and patrol coastal ships disliked
the swap so much that they report-
ed “a strong desire to not partici-
pate on any more crew rotations
implemented like their most re-
cent experience,” the report said.

The GAO found that re-enlist-
ments were generally lower on
guided-missile destroyers that
ped crews compared with
similar Pacific Fleet ships that
didn’t swap crews, but the De-
fense Depanment wrote that the
Navy found “significantly differ-
ent” figure:

The report said rotating crews
is a possible alternative to the tra-
ditional way of sailors leaving and
returning with their ships. But in-

vestigators recommended that
the Navy do a better job evaluat-
ing the feasibility and cost-effec-
tiveness of swapping crews, estab-
lish standard procedures for rota-
tions and make sure commanders
share “lessons learned.” The De-
fense Department agreed with
the suggestions and cited how
changes would be made.

While senior Navy officials
have sung the praises of Sea
Swap as a way to save money and
slash personnel the latest report

red an earlier study by the
Cenler for Naval Analyses, a fed-
erally funded research and devel-
opment group.

The center found that swap-
ping crews had been successful,
but the Navy should address mo-
rale and maintenance problems.
Surveys showed that 84 percent
of the crews who handed over
their ship to another crew said
participating in the swap was
worse than expected.

The Navy started rotating
crews about two years ago, when
three Spruance-class destroyers
began the first phases of the first
rotation.

The Sea Swap Initiative in-
volves deploying one ship for 18
months or longer and rotating
crews. Here’s how it works: In-
stead of crews driving the ship
back to the United States after a
deployment, they fly home and a
new crew is flown in to replace
them.

By eliminating long transit
times, the Navy says crews will
have more time to execute their
missions. The Navy has tested the
concept with smaller ships but is
looking at expanding the program
to larger ships such as amphibi-
ous assault ships.
E-mail Scott Schonauer at:
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Soldiers at Landstuhl recall
hard-fought Fallujah battles

BY SANDRA JONTZ
Stars and Stripes

LANDSTUHL, Germany — Getting the Purple
Heart Medal for his war wounds doesn’t mean Spc.
Kris Clinkscales is a hero.

“Getting the Purple Heart just means the rocket
found me,” quipped the 22-year-old sniper from the
1st Cavalry Division’s 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry
Regiment out of Fort Hood, Texas.

Clinkscales spoke with reporters Monday while re-
cuperating from wounds sustained a week ago in the
massive offensive on the one-time insurgent strong-
hold of Fallujah. He took shrapnel to his right elbow
and has temporarily lost some movement in the
hand.

The four wounded servicemen paraded in front of
the throngs of media representatives at the Landstu-
hl Regional Medical Center were in good spirits and
up to cracking periodic jokes between renditions of
how they sustained their wounds.

Lance Cpl. Ryan Chapman, 22, of Weapons Com-
pany, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment based at
Camp Pendleton, Calif,, took a bullet to the head
from a sniper he had been hunting.

“Everyone keeps telling me I'm lucky. I'll go with
that,” said the TOW missile launcher. “It’s nothing
too serious. [The bullet] cracked my skull, but it
looks worse than it really is.”

Since Samrday, the U.S. Army hospital has re-
ceived 223 battle-injury patients from Iraq, of whom
16 are in the hospital’s Intensive Care Unit and 196
already have been medivaced to stateside hospitals
for further treatment, spokeswoman Marie Shaw
said.

The four troops described the fierce battles they
faced and the wounds that put them on operating ta-
bles, most for multiple surgeries.

The insurgents were well prepared for the offen-
sive, the troops said. They effectively set up orga-
nized fighting positions throughout the city, strategi-
cally hid snipers, and blanketed the city with make-
shift bombs.

And the huge stockpile of AK-47s, ammunition,
rocket-propelled grenades and mortars available to
the insurgents “shocked” U.S. and Iraqi forces as
they launched their massive attack on the city, said

Lance Cpl. Ryan Chapman points to where a bullet
‘went under his helmet, wounding him during the
fighting in Fallujah, Iraq. He is being treated at Land-
stuhl Regional Medical Center in Landstuhl, Germany.

PPHOTOS BY MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

Talking to the media at Landstuhl Regional Medical

Center in Landstuhl, Germany, Spc. Kris Clinkscales,
who was wounded q, explains how insurgents in
Fallujah wore masks over their faces, easily sep:
ing them from the general population of the Iragi ci

Lance Cpl. Jeffery Owens, a supply clerk and ma-
chine gunner with Headquarters & Support Compa-
ny, also with the 3-1. Owens received shrapnel
wounds to his left calf.

Clinkscales, who had been in Irag since March
and participated in major offenses in Najaf in Au-
gust, said the battle for Fallujah was far worse.

In Najaf, insurgents were not as well-equipped,
and would launch ill-planned attacks on U.S. forces
before retreating to the Imam Ali Mosque, one of
the holiest of Islamic mosques, because they “knew
it was off limits to us, and [one] the U.S. would not
touch,” he said.

Eventually, Iragi forces drew out insurgents or
forced them to flee the southern city.

“It was like playing tag as kids, and they’d come
out and then run back to their safe base,”
Clinkscales said of the Najaf offensive.

For months, Fallujah had been a “no-go” zone, a
designation that kept forces on the brim of the city
and allowed insurgents to build their arsenal.

The one soldier and three Marines said they saw
only dead insurgents in the streets of Fallujah, no ci-
vilian casualties.

It was easy for the troops to distinguish between
the two, Clinkscales said. Aside from the obvious
clue of armed men traveling in packs, the insur-
gents typically are young men, ages 18 to 23, who
made it a point to cover their faces often with
dark-colored scarves and did not wear the typical
long, light-colored robes that the men wear.

Despite it all, the four said they'd return if they
could. None sustained wounds that will require
them to leave the military.

“If I could get a helmet on,” Chapman said, point-
ing to the huge knot on the left side of his head, “T'd
go back. Now. My brothers are still there.”

E-mail Sandra Jontz at:jontzs@stripes.osd.mil.

More copies of ‘Halo 2’ expected

If your trigger finger is itching for some aliens,
don’t despair if you didn’t land a copy of “Halo 2*
last week. Re-enforcements have arrived and
more are on the way.

The Army and Air Force Exchange Service sold
all 25,000 of its copies of the space ma-
rines-vs.-aliens game for Microsoft’s Xbox, ex-
change spokesman Judd Anstey said Monday.
However, 6,000 more copies were due in stores
worldwide Monday and another 10,000 are sched-

uled to arrive next Monday, he said.

The AAFES sales were just a small part of last
week’s “Halo 2” invasion. The highly anticipated
game saw a phenomenal $125 million in sales its
first 24 hours of availability, The Associated Press
reported.

The original “Halo” was a very popular first-per-
son shooter, creating a ready market for the fol-
low-up version. ting the new game’s appeal
are better graphics and expanded online competi-
tion.
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Israel open to coordinate Gaza withdrawal

BY LAURIE COPANS
The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Israel on Mon-
day offered its first indication it
was reassessing relations with
the Palestinians after Yasser
Arafat's death, suggesting it
might coordinate a planned with-
drawal from the Gaza Strip if the
Palestinian  Authority  cracks
down on militant groups.

Palestinian leaders reacted cau-
tiously to remarks by Foreign
Minister Silvan Shalom and ar-
gued that Israel should “uncondi-
tionally” reopen peace talks
under the U.S.-backed “road
map” plan.

Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
had previously refused to negoti-
ate the “unilateral disengage-
ment plan” with Arafat, insisting
that he was responsible for four

years of fighting. Arafat’s death
in a French hospital last week has
opened up what many leaders be-
lieve is a crucial opportunity to re-
vive the Middle East peace pro-
cess by clearing the way for a
more moder-
ate leader-
ship.

If leaders
emerge who
are  willing
to stem the
violence, Is-
rael is pre-
pared to co-
ordinate the
plan to move
troops  and
8,800 Jewish
settlers out of the Gaza Strip and
four West Bank settlements, Is-
raeli officials said Monday. Such
coordination is considered criti-

Sharon

cal to avoid a chaotic transition.
“Israel has every interest that
Gaza will be ruled in a responsi-
ble manner when redeployment
takes place,” Shalom told a confer-
ence of North American Jews in
Cleveland. “If the new leadership
on the Palestinian side acts to
combat terror, then we will be
able to consider coordinating as-
pecls of the ‘day after’ with
hem.”

coming meeting of senior officials
on the matter, the officials said.

Israeli and Palestinian officials
alike have expressed fears that
an evacuation from Gaza that is
not coordinated would bring
chaos to the Gaza Strip, where
militant groups have been vying
for control in recent months.

In a sign of the uncertainty,
shots were fired in Gaza on Sun-
day as M.ahmnud Abbas a lead-

Foreign Ministry
Mark Regev said Shalom’s com-
ments constituted a “new policy.”

Israel’s security establishment
is currently examining ways to
work with Palestinian security
forces to hand them control of the
Gaza Strip when Israel with-
draws, senior Israeli officials said
Monday on condition of anonymi-
ty. The recommendations will be
discussed with Sharon in an up-

ing in P elec-
tions on Jan. 9, attended a gather-
ing of people mourning Arafat.
Two security guards were killed,
and fears were raised that the vio-
lence could spiral.

A cease-fire by Palestinian mili-
tants is a central Israeli condition
for the coordination of the Gaza
pullout plan, a senior Israeli offi-
cial said on condition of anonymi-
ty. Israel also expects the Pales-

tinians to disarm the groups, stop
anti-Israeli incitement and imple-
ment security and financial re-
forms, the official said.

In response, Palestinian Cabi-
net Minister Saeb Erekat said he
suspected the Israelis would put
up too many conditions for coordi-
nating the pullout.

“Israel should talk to us uncon-
i Erekat Sdld “This
.. has
been the way govemmem “han-
dles things.”

The Palestinian Authority is re-
quired in the road map to combat
militant groups.

The plan, backed by the United
States, United Nations, the Euro-
pean Union and Russia, was for-
mally accepted by the sides in
2003 but never got off the ground
due to mutual accusations of viola-
tions.

U.N. backs Iran’s move on uranium

BY GEORGE JAHN
The Associated Press

VIENNA, Austria — The U.N. atomic watchdog
agency gave its support Monday to Iran’s agree-
ment to suspend all uranium enrichment activities,
the key element of a deal with European countries
aimed at ensuring Iran does not develop nuclear
weapons.

The United States, which has been pressing for
tough U.N. action against Iran, has not yet given its
position on any deal, saying Monday it was waiting
for word from Britain, Germany and France, the na-
tions negotiating with Tehran. The new agreement
appeared to represent a victory by the Europeans
after months of stonewalling by the Iranians.

If the tentative deal announced Sunday is sealed,
it would prevent Iran from being referred to the
U.N. Security Council, where it could face sanctions
for its nuclear program. In return for the suspen-
sion, Europe has been suggesting it would help Iran
in developmg peaceful nuclear energy.

The International Atomic Energy Agency said in
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a confidential report made available Monday to The
Associated Press that Iran’s promise to suspend en-
richment activities by Nov. 22 would satisfy some of
the agency’s demands. The document also left open
the question of whether Iran tried to develop the
technology to make atomic bombs, saying suspi-
cions remain about the nature of nearly two de-
cades of clandestine nuclear programs.

Tehran’s deal with the Europeans only postponed
the issue of enrichment, committing Iran to a tempo-
rary suspension for the time it takes to work out the
details of an aid package with the Europeans. If
those negotiations fail, Tehran could resume enrich-
ment activities.

TAEA chief Mohamed ElBaradei was “not yet in
the position to conclude that there are no unde-
clared nuclear materials” that could have been used
for a weapons program, the report said.

But, it said, all nuclear material that Iran has de-
clared to the agency in the past year has been ac-
counted for, “and therefore we can say that such m:
terial is not diverted to prohibited [weapons] activi-
ties.” The report was written by ElBaradei.
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Iran’s nuclear negotiator, Hasan Rowhani, secretary of the Supreme

National Security Council, speaks Sunday with the me
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ia after his meet-

ing with French
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Richard Dalton and German ambassador Paul von Maltzilm in Tehran.

Agency: U.N. must take
stronger stand in Darfur

BY RODRIQUE NGOWI
The Associated Press

NAIROBI, Kenya — The U.N.
Security Council should impose
sanctions on Sudan’s government
and enforce an arms embargo on
pro-government Arab militias ac-
cused of ethnic cleansing in the
country’s Darfur region, a human
rights group and aid agencies
said Monday.

Sudan has failed to disarm and
disband the Arab militias respon-
sible for atrocities, instead absorb-
ing some into its security forces
“to ‘guard’ the camps of the very
same displaced civilians whom
they had originally burned out of
their vlllages Human Rights
Watch said in its report.

Last week, one of those camps
was forcibly dismantled by
Sudanese forces, driving the peo-
ple who sought refuge there back
into Darfur’s arid countryside,
the group said.

The report, “If We Return We
Will Be Killed,” was released

ahead of the Security Council’s
speclal session on Sudan opening
in Nairobi, Kenya, on Thursday.

The United Nations says the
Darfur conflict has created the
world’s worst humanitarian cri-
sis, claiming at least 70,000 lives
since March — mostly from dis-
ease, hunger and hardships from
being uprooted. Many more have
been Killed in fighting since the
conflict started in February 2003,
but no firm estimate exists.

The conflict has driven 1.8 mil-
lion people from their homes.

UN. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan told the Security Council
on Nov. 3 there were strong indi-
cations that war crimes and
crimes against humanity were
committed “on a large and sys-
tematic scale” in Darfur.

But a Security Council draft res-
olution circulated at that time
does not impose sanctions on
Sudan “for its direct participation
in the brutal ethnic cleansmg of
Darfur’s  civilians,”  Human
Rights Watch said.
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Israelis
say sub
spotted
off coast

BY STEVE WEIZMAN
The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — A foreign
submarine sneaked into Israe-
li waters last week, cruising
the coastline near Lebanon be-
fore being detected and slip-
ping away, Israeli authorities
said Monday.

The vessel belonged to a
NATO member country and
was detected during the night
between Nov. 9-10, an Israeli
military official said on condi-
tion of anonymity.

Tsraeli defenses spotted the
vessel just inside Israeli territo-
rial waters about es of
the northern coast, the army of-
ficial said.

Israeli Army Radio said the
sub was in the area of Naha-
riya, a northern Israeli coastal
town near the border with Leb-
anon. The official army state-
ment gave no details of the pre-
cise time or location of the inci-
dent.

“The navy spotted and
tracked last week an underwa-

A truck passes road signs that were vandal

BY RAF CASERT

The Associated Press

HALLE, Belgium — Leafy Victor Mertens-
straat hardly has the look of a front line, yet it’s
in suburban streets like this that Belgium is
fighting its latest cultural battle.

Increasingly, homeowners from the over-

Lo a“sgff,;l:,.f:e"ﬁaz‘d;‘i‘ﬁger; crowded, mainly Francophone capital of Brus-
S e sels are seeking the quieter, cheaper life in

Dutch-speaking towns of surrounding Flanders
— to the chagrin of Flemish politicians who fear
a creeping linguistic invasion and have begun

“After it was spotted and
tracked, the submarine left.”
On Nov. 7, a pilotless drone

aircraft flew from Lebanon | taking steps to halt the migration.

into Israel north of Nahariya Many people on both sides of the Flem-
nd filmed i ic. | ish-F divide are busting for a fight

‘tures for 20 minutes before fly- | over electoral laws that strike at the heart of the

ing back across the border, ac- bitter, age- old rivalry between this tiny nation’s

cording to the militant Shiite Is- two main ethnic groups.

Most Flemish districts are limited to Flem-
ish-speaking parties, and likewise Francophone
areas generally only have French-speaking par-
ties. Halle, though, is a Flemish town that falls in

istrict where French-speaking parties can ap-
pear on the ballot.

Many Flemish parties worry that Halle could
be a conduit for Francophone influence in their
region. And they are taking their battle to im-
pose the Flemish-only electoral rule in Halle to a
special political forum of Belgium’s major politi-
cal parties and regional governments.

Belgium has accommodated the friction be-

lamic group Hezbollah, which
said it sent the drone.

Israeli military officials said
at the time that Hezbollah got
the drone from Iran, its major
patron and an enemy of Isra-

Former Israeli naval chief
Avraham Ben Shoshan said
the main thing was that Isra-
el's coastal defense system de-
tected the intruder shortly
after it entered Israeli waters,

even though it left before tween the two rival regions largely by keeping
missile boats were dispatched. | them apart, with decades of painstaking institu-
“This submarine was discov-

tional negotiations steadily giving Flanders,
with its 6 million Dutch-speakers, and Wallonia,
with 4.5 million Francophones, more autonomy.

Not to worry, though, Belgium isn’t about to
disappear, says one expert. “If it does, it will do
so together with other states” within the Europe-
an Union, essayist Geert Van Istendael, an au-
thority on Flemish-Francophone relations, told
Le Soir newspaper.

Though Belgium’s political parties are linguis-

ered, tracked, stopped its activ-
ity and left,” he told Army
Radio. “The lessons? To build
submarines that will give us
the same capability to do that
to other countries and ... to see
‘what more we can do so that
even when we are not at sea
we can know who is there.”
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ed to mark out the French names in Sint Genesius Rode
in October. Flemish towns along the linguistic frontier that slices Belgium in half where Francophone
influence is more prevalent is at the center of political negotiations that start this week.

Belgium’s ethnic divide

Rivalry between Dutch-speakers and Francophones flares anew

tically split and mostly stay out of each other’s
electoral districts, Flemings and Walloons are
far from divorced from one another in the politi-
cal realm. All major decisions and changes in
the constitution have to have a majority in each
language group, forcing them to work together,
however deep the political antagonism.

Belgium, Europe’s headquarters, often seems
amicrocosm of the EU, where the aims of great-
er union are frequently obstructed by narrow in-
terests of member states — whether it concerns
the budget, fishing quotas or patent laws. Many

ncophones moving out to suburbs like Halle
work at EU offices in Brussels.

Almost since the nation’s birth in 1830,
Dutch-speaking, Catholic Flanders has been pit-
ted against socialist, Francophone Wallonia,
with Brussels stuck in between, in a rivalry that
transcended language and affected religion and
ideological affiliation. Time and again, the cul-
tural strife has led to political crises.

Half a century ago it brought the country to
the verge of civil war in a dispute over the royal
house, when Flanders wanted to have King Le-
opold III return out of wartime exile over the ob-
jections of Wallonia, which had considered him
‘oo friendly to the occupying Germans.

‘When it came to a vote, the results split along
linguistic lines. Riots, demonstrations and
shooting of three protesters ensued and the klng
decided to abdicate before the situation could de-
teriorate further.

After independence from the Netherlands in
1830, Belgium basically was a Francophone na-
tion with a huge Flemish underclass.

The Flemish movement gained momentum
after World War I, when thousands of Flemish
soldiers were sent to their death by Francoph-
one commanders whose orders they could bare-
ly understand. And steadily the political weight
moved from the Francophone-dominated south
to the Flemish north, especially when Wallonia’s
coal and steel industry went into decline and
Flanders’ service economy surged after World

More fleeing Ivory Coast

ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast — The number
of foreigners evacuated after a violent up-
rising in Ivory Coast has topped 5,000,
the French military said Monday, while
more than 10,000 African citizens with-
out hope of flights out have fled into neigh-
boring countries.

A French-led exodus from Ivory Coast
started Thursday, the first day of calm
after five days of burning, looting attacks
unleashed by supporters of hard-line
President Laurent Gbagbo against
French troops and civilians and other for-
eigners. Since Thursday, French forces
have evacuated 4,248 foreigners from a
total of 63 countries, French military
spokesman Col. Henry Aussavy said.

Flights organized by businesses for
their employees have taken out about 870
people, Aussavy said, while Spain, Cana-
da, the Netherlands and others have evac-
uated about 550 others.

The number makes it the largest evacu-
ation in Africa in at least a decade. In
1997, a French led evacuation brought
5,000 foreigners from the Republic of
Congo amid election violence and civil
war there.

Prime minister quits

SKOPJE, Macedonia — Macedonian
Prime Minister Hari Kostov resigned
Monday over disagreements with an eth-
nic Albanian party in the governing coali-
tion, triggering a government crisis in the
ethnically tense Balkan state.

Kostov, who became the prime minis-
ter in May, told reporters that he submit-
ted his resignation to the parliament
speaker.

“One of the coalition partners ... is pro-
moting partisan interests, nepotism and
corruption,” Kostov said, referring to the
Albanian Union for Integration party,
which led a rebellion against the govern-
ment in 2001.

Kostov’s resignation needs approval in
Parliament. If accepted, President Bran-
ko Crvenkovski could name a new prime
minister without calling early elections.
There was no immediate announcement
on when the parliament session would be
held.

Greek data inaccurate

ATHENS, Greece — Finance Minister
George Alogoskoufis admitted Monday
that Greece joined the euro after submit-
ting inaccurate data, but EU officials said
there was no danger of the nation being
expelled from Europe’s common curren-

cy.

“It has been proven that Greece’s bud-
get deficit never fell below 3 percent
since 1999,” Alogoskoufis said before
heading to Brussels to attend a meeting
with the 11 other members of the euro
zone later Monday.

“We will have a very crucial meeting
where we will clarify the budget deficit
data,” said Alogoskoufis.

Under EU rules, a country’s deficit
must not exceed 3 percent of gross domes-
tic product to join the euro.

Croatia, Serbia talks

BELGRADE, Serbia-Montenegro —
Top officials fmm Croatia and Ser-

Austrian police round up ‘Grandpa Gang’ for selling drugs

The Associated Press on a hairdresser salon in Vienna, police

Maj. Martin Roudny told the Austria

VIENNA, Austria — A major Austrian
narcotics ring dubbed the “Grandpa
Gang” because of the advanced age of its
members sold about $6.6 million worth of
drugs in recent years, police said Monday.

Vienna officials said they have arrested
23 suspected members since October and
seized large quantities of cocaine, amphet-
amines, hashish and marijuana in a raid

Press Agency. Police have dubbed the
ring the “Grandpa Gang” because most of
its members were in their 50s and 60s.

Detectives also  confiscated ~about
$125,000 in cash and several firearms in a
raid last month that frightened the alleged
ringleader so much that he suffered a
heart attack, Roudny said.

The suspect, whose name was not re-
leased in line with Austrian privacy laws,
was being treated in a prison hospital.
Some of the suspects allegedly pooled
their earnings to buy a yacht they shared
on Mediterranean vacations, and others
lost up to $9,000 a night on gambling
sprees, prosecutors said. The suspects,
who procured the drugs from the Nether-
lands, also were bei ina

ledged Monday to
“turn a new page” in relations between
two former foes that fought a bloody war
in 1990s.

Croatian Prime Minister Ivo Sanader
and  Serbia-Montenegro  President
Svetozar Marovic also promised to re-
solve all disputed issues left from the con-
flict and establish a “good neighborly
partnership.”

Sanader is on a one-day visit to Bel-
grade — the first by a Croatian prime
minister since Croatia and Serbia fought
a war after the breakup of former Yugo-
slavia in early 1990s.

murder case, authorities said.

From The Associated Press
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Powell, three others resign from Cabinet

Abraham, Veneman, Paige also leave positions;
Rice believed next in line for secretary of state

DEB RIECHMANN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Secretary of State
Colin Powell and three other Cabinet
members submitted their resignations on
Monday, as the shake-up of President
Bush’s second-term team escalated. “I be-
lieve that now that the election is over, the
time has come for me to step down,” Pow-
ell wrote.

Bush was likely to name national securi-
ty adviser Condoleezza Rice to replace
Powell, senior administration officials
said.

The White House
released the letter
Powell sent to the
president on Friday
as well as those writ-
ten by Agriculture
Secretary Ann Vene-
man, Education Sec-
retary Rod Paige and

Energy Secretary
Spencer  Abraham,
confirming their de-
partures.

Abraham The  announce-

ments earlier of the
departures of Attorney General John Ash-
croft and Commerce Secretary Donald
Evans, along with those disclosed Mon-
day, brought to six — out of 15— the num-

ber of Cabinet members involved in the
post-election exodus.

“I am pleased to have been part of a
team that launched the global war against
terror, liberated the Afghan and Iraqi peo-
ple, brought the attention of the world to
the problem of proliferation, reaffirmed
our alliances, adjusted to the post-Cold
War world and undertook major initia-
tives to deal with the problem of poverty
and disease in the developing world,”
Powell told Bush.

The president al-
ready has chosen
White House counsel
Alberto Gonzales to

succeed  Ashcroft,
and speculation on
Powell’s  successor

has centered on Rice
and UN. Ambassa-
dor John Danforth, a
former U.S. senator
from Missouri.

Powell, who long
had been rumored
planning only a single term with Bush,
told the president he intends to “return to
private life.”

Earlier Monday, he had told aides he in-
tended to leave once Bush settled on a suc-
cessur administration officials said.

retary Powell’s departure is a loss
to the moderate internationalist voices in

Veneman

Secretary of State Colin Powell, right, and
National Security Adviser Condoleezza
Rice, left, arrive for an April 14 news
conference at the White House. Powell
resigned his Cabinet post Monday.

the Bush administration,” said New Mexi-
co Gov. Bill Richardson, a former UN.
in the Clinton
“Hopefully, his replacement will be a
pragmatist rather than an ideologue.”
Powell has had a controversial tenure
in the secretary of state’s job, reportedly
differing on some Key issues at various
junctures with Secretary of Defense

Donald Rumsfeld. Powell, however, has
generally had good relations with his
counterparts around the world, although
his image was strained by the U.S.-led
war in Irag.

Powell, a former
chairman of the mili-
tary Joint Chiefs of
Staff under the first
President Bush, led
the current adminis-
tration offensive at
the United Nations
for a military attack
to oust Iragi leader
Saddam Hussein, ar-
guing a  weap-
ons-of-mass-destruc-
tion threat that the ad-
ministration could never buttress.

“It's been a joy to work with Colin Pow-
ell,” British Foreign Secretary Jack Straw
said. He praised Powell as “a unique fig-
ure” who had made the transition “from
being a great soldier to being a great
statesman and diplomat.”

For many months, Powell had been
viewed as a one-term secretary of state
but he has always been vague about his in-
tentions. He had said repeatedly in recent
weeks that he serves at “the pleasure of
the president.”

Powell’s role in shaping foreign policy
was one of promoting moderation and tra-
ditional diplomatic alliances with friendly
nations. His influence was measured,
though, since most of Bush’s other senior
advisers generally took a harder line and
they often prevailed.

Paige

Supreme Court overturns

Plane crashes near apartments in San Antonio

death sentence in Texas

BY GINA HOLLAND
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court on Monday over-
turned the death sentence of a
convicted Texas killer because ju-
rors in his trial did not consider
his learning disability and other
evidence.

The unsigned 7-2 decision is an-
other reproach of Texas, which
executes more people than any
other state.

Texas courts had turned down
LaRoyce Lathair Smith’s appeal
of his sentence for the January
1991 killing of a Taco Bell manag-
er during a robbery attempt in
Dallas. The victim, 19-year-old

Jennifer  Soto, ~ was pis-
tol-whipped, shot and stabbed
with a butcher knife.

In the ruling, justices cited their
decision five months ago in the
case of another Texas death row
inmate, Robert Tennard, which
opened the door to new challenges
from several dozen condemned
men in Texas who claim they have
low IQs and were not given
enough chance to present mitigat-
ing evidence to a jury.

“There is no question that a
jury might well have considered
1Q scores and history of participa-
tion in special-education classes
as a reason to impose a sentence
more lenient than death,” the
court wrote in Monday’s decision,

Justices Antonin Scalia and
Clarence Thomas, the most con-
servative justices, disagreed.

Chief Justice William H. Reh-
nquist had joined Scalia and Tho-
mas in opposing the outcome of

the earlier Texas case. Reh-
nquist, who has been away from

e court since last month while
receiving chemotherapy and radi-
ation for thyroid cancer, support-
ed the latest decision though no
explanation was provided.

Earlier this year, justices lifted
inmate Delma Banks’ death sen-
tence and delivered a strong re-
buke of Texas officials and lower
courts for failing to ensure he re-
ceived a fair trial. The court said
prosecutors hid key information
that might have helped Banks’
case.

Last year, the court sided with
a black Texas death row inmate,
Thomas Miller-El, who claimed
prosecutors in Dallas County
stacked his jury with whites. The
Miller-El case will be reviewed
by justices for the second time
next month because an appeals
court again found that he should
face the death penalty.

In other decisions:

B Declined to consider wheth-
er retailer Kmart Corp. should
have paid more than $300 million
to key suppliers immediately
after filing for bankruptcy protec-
tion.
M Refused to consider whether
a Colorado couple must return
their adopted son to his Missouri
birth mother.

M Turned down an appeal from
wckﬁghtmg supporters in Okla-

see to reinstate the
blood sport.

W Declined to resurrect a law-
suit that accuses two German
companies of assisting in the mas-
sacre of thousands of people in
Namibia a century ago.

Firefighters survey the wreckage of a small plane that crashed Sunday near the Walnut Manor Apartments
in San Antonio. The Piper Navajo, owned by Dash Air Charter of San Antonio, was on approach to San
Antonio International Airport when it crashed about three miles away. Officials said at least one person
aboard the plane was killed and no one on the ground was injured by the wreckage.

Fingerprinting starts at land border crossings

BY LYNN BREZOSKY
The Associated Press

LAREDO, Texas — Bridges to Mexico in this traf-
fic-choked city began testing a new immigration secu-
rity program Monday that requires some U.S. visitors
to be fingerprinted and photographed as they cross
the border.

The screening by the Homeland Security Depart-
ment was being tested Monday at crossing from Mexi-
co in Laredo and Douglas, Ariz., and from Canada at
Port Huron,

The technology — which also calls for running
checks on the visitors — has been in place at U.S. air-
ports and seaports since Jan. 5, but officials want to
pinpoint any glitches before the program extends to
the nation’s 50 busiest land crossings by year’s end.

“We always test first,” said Anna Hinken, program

outreach manager.

ital fingerscans and photos are matched with da-
lahases to determine if visitors might be wanted for
immigration problems and crimes or are on lists bar-
ring them from entering the country because of sus-
pected terrorist uea

Extra security requirements were passed by Con-
gress in response m the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tacks and have been in place for nearly all non-U.S. cit-
izens since January.

The information gathered at the borders will be
stored indefinitely in a national database, but Home-
land Security officials promised its use would be re-
stricted to ensure privacy.

By the end of 2005, the U.S. Visitor and Immigrant
Status Indicator Technology program, or US-VISIT, is
scheduled to be used at all 165 land border crossings.
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EDITOR/OPINION

Focus on mission, not CIB

In regard to the letter “Support soldiers
get the shaft” (Oct. 23), I have read many
letters coming from both sides.

Thave put in many years in the military,
both on active duty and in the Guard. It is
a shame that people in the military cannot
accept the fact that we all support the
same mission, in different ways for the
same cause. Yes, some have been shot at
or had an IED blow up on them. Is this de-
serving of the coveted Combat Infantry-
man Badge? I don’t make that decision,
but Army regulations do that for us and
that is what we have to live by.

The guys who are infantry have a job to
do, according to some of the letters I have
read. Yes they do, and most of them do it
well, just like the support people have a
job to do to help support the infantry sol-
dier’s mission. Without them, they would
never be successful with their missions.
Unfortunately, some infantry guys forget
this and think they can do it all. If that is
the case, then send us home. I am in a bat-
talion that I feel has an important job over
here that supports the 1st Infantry Divi-
sion mission.

We are what we have been called, “The
Trailblazers.” Our main mission is to keep
the main supply route clear of roadside
bombs, which means doing patrols for un-
limited amounts of time, house raids, con-
voy security, combat engineer tasks, explo-
sive ordnance disposal and be military po-
lice. So, do we qualify for the CIB? We re-
ceived six weeks of infantry training be-

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Counlry code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

fore coming to Iraq.
Are we qualified yet? I don’t care! Let
the infantry guys keep their coveted
badge. What’s important here is that we all
do what we can to accomplish our mission
and help Iraq regain its sovereignty. I will
be happy to do my job as best I can and re-
turn home with all my soldiers.
Sgt. 1st Class Robert Baltzell
FOB O'Ryan, Iraq

All flows from Gls’ efforts

There are no written words that can ex-
plain one’s heart at a time like this. The
sacrifices you are making are not only for

the Iraqi people but also for all humanity. T
believe what you are doing will continue to
allow my family and myself to enjoy the
freedoms of the United States. No matter
the job, you are laying the foundation for
the future of the world to build upon.

Opinions will differ on this war; howev-
er, there is no division of the significance
of your mission. You, the American sol-
dier, are providing hope, strength and a vi-
sion for the young and old. I am in awe.

Only a few are allowed the opportunity
to make a global difference. Only a few
can command the respect and presence
with the mere sight of a uniform. Only a
few can be called heroes.

One Thanksgiving I was talking with my
immigrant father-in-law. He is a faithful,
religious man, so I asked him on this spe-
cial day: “What you are thankful for?” T
did not expect his response. He said: “This
country, my God and my family.”

I had anticipated that God would be
first. He is very wise and gives me the fol-
lowing answer when questioned about the
order. “If it was not for this country I
could not worship my God or enjoy my
family as free as I do now.”

Thank you for yesterday, thank you for
today and thank you for the hope of tomor-
row. The American soldier is on the front
line tonight and I do sleep in peace. May
God protect and guide you.

Paul Ferris
El Paso, Texas

Second chance to follow

BY DALE MCFEATTERS
Scripps Howard News Service

n his second term, President Bush

has an opportunity to rectify the er-

rors of his first, and one of those was

the ad hoc assertion of the right of the
president to treat captives in the war on
terrorism as w fit, without regard to
U.S. or international law.

That strategy inflicted terrible damage
on the United States’ reputation as a bas-
tion of human rights and, moreover, it is
starting to fall apart piecemeal under legal
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This past week, a federal judge ruled
that the military commissions the admini:
tration had set up to try the Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, detainees were unlawful. The
judge ruled that the detainees were proba-
bly subject to the Geneva Conventions gov-
erning the treatment of prisoners of war
and, if they are, they must be tried in a reg-
ular military court-martial.

The administration says it will appeal,
but the legal tide seems to be shifting. The
courts have already ruled that the detain-
ees are entitled to challenge their contin-

Doonesbury

The administration
has insisted that the
detainees are illegal
enemy combatants, a

term of its own
devising.

ued detention before a federal judge and
are entitled to legal counsel.

The administration has insisted that the
detainees are illegal enemy combatants, a
term of its own devising. The administra-
tion used the illegal-combatant status to
justify holding an American citizen and a
U.S.-born Saudi incommunicado. The Su-
preme Court slapped that down, saying, in
essence, either charge them or release
them. Rather than charge the Saudi, Yaser

laws of war

An investigation concluded that the mis-
treatment was done by rogue soldiers and
reaffirmed that torture is not the policy of
the United States. But the graphic pictures
and an ill-considered White House memo
that seemed to condone torture certainly
made it look like it was.

This whole contrived legal edifice is
crumbling and the Bush administration
should get out from under before it collaps-
es altogether.

The White House should reaffirm Amer-
ican adherence to the Geneva Conven-
tions, restate our longstanding rejection of
the use of torture and reiterate its confi-
dence in our civilian and military justice
systems.

The White House is right in saying that
the war on terror is a different kind of war,
but it needn’t mean abandoning fundamen-
tal principles of human rights. The admin-
istration should draw up — or better yet,

Esam Hamdi, whom the
had hinted was a true bad guy, the adminis-
tration sent him back to Saudi Arabia and
set him free.

The Abu Ghraib prison scandal was an-
other international black eye.

empanel a of respected civil-
ian and military jurists to draw up — any
necessary new laws and guidelines for
fighting that war.

A second term is a second chance to get
it right.

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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Only comprehensive Mideast plan will help

BY BRENT SCOWCROFT

ith a hard-fought election be-

hind us, the United States is

now free to refocus its energies

on the myriad problems that
have a direct impact on its security and desti-
ny. Nowhere do those problems press more
insistently on our vital interests than in the
Middle East.

The region has been changed forever by
the decision to go into Iraq. The debate
about the timing and rationale for the war is
behind us, but the continued presence of
U.S. forces, and changes in the regional bal-
ance of power, mean we no longer have the
luxury of treating Middle East policy as a se-
ries of unrelated events running on separate
calendars. We face the need for simulta-
neous actions to avoid failed states while re-
ducing the incentives to violence and insta-
bility that threaten America and friendly
states throughout the region.

Iraq, Israel, Iran and terrorism are parts
of a whole and can be satisfactorily engaged
only as such. To cut through this Gordian
knot will require not only a new approach
but the deep, sustained commitment of the

This essential step in Iraq needs to be ac-
companied by a U.S. undertaking to revital-
ize the peace process between Israel and the
Palestinians. Yasser Arafat has passed from
the scene. His death represents a sea change
in the Palestinian situation and, as Bush has
remarked, “an opening for peace.” Both the
United States and Israel have refused to
deal with Arafat. The United States must
seize this unique opportunity to make a deci-
sive move.

The president should add substance to his
commitment to an independent Palestinian
state. It must include steps to provide securi-
ty to Israel and to give the Palestinians the
ability and means to construct a viable politi-
cal entity free from the crushing presence of
Israeli troops. The United States should in-
sist that Israel stop construction of its wall
on the West Bank and mirror its withdrawal
from Gaza with the evacuation of the West
Bank. In return, the wall and Israeli troops
would be replaced by an international force,
principally European or perhaps NATO
troops.

The Palestinians should be pressed to
take urgent measures to replace Arafat with
political that is both willing and

United States and a si
of the president’s
attention.

But American
resolve will not
suffice  without
the willing en-
gagement of
other states, espe-
cially those of Eu-
rope and the re-
gion itself. Our ap-
peal to the Euro-
peans, with
whom our differ-
ences over the
Middle East have
been significant,
must be based on
reaching out to
them on the Pales-
tinian peace pro-
cess and Tran,
and  soliciting
their  help
Iraq. Similarly,
we need to en-
sure that the
Arab states are
substantive par-
ticipants in find-
ing a solution to the Israeli-Palestinian issue,
and we must engage them more fully in se-
curing Iraq’s future.

The goal we seek in Iraq is to create a se-
cure environment in which reconstruction
of the economy can vigorously get under
way and national reconciliation can pro-
ceed. The reality, unpalatable though it may

Mourners take to the streets of the West Bank
town of Ramallah on Thursday following the death
of Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat in France.

able to undertake responsible negotiations
and deliver on its
commitments.

Arab  friends,
notably  Egypt,
Saudi Arabia, Jor-
dan and Moroc-
co, should pro-
vide vital guid-
ance, encourage-
ment and sup-
port.

Th “road
map” plan of the
United  States,
the  European
Union, ~ Russia
and the United
Nations  should
be revived and
fortified by these
actions and vigor-
ously pushed by
its sponsors to
final settlement.
The outlines of
such a settle-
ment have, by
the otherwise un-
fortunate stagna-
tion of the process, become much less con-
tested. A unified Jerusalem would serve as
capital to both peoples. While the “right of re-
turn” could be left as a principle, the reality
is that most Palestinian refugees will remain
outside Israel, just as most Jewish settlers
will return to Israel.

A donor pool may need to be organized to
provide for both groups. Bor-

‘THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS/AP

be, is that providing such an envil in
a reasonable time frame will require a larg-
er coalition force than is currently deployed
there.

This force increment must come either
from our own already stretched military or
from our friends and allies.

Comfortably re-elected, President Bush
is in an excellent position to renew his ap-
peal for a greater international presence in
Iraq. The leaders of Europe and the Arab
world surely recognize — even if their pub-
lics may not — that a failed Iraq would af-
fect their countries every bit as seriously as
it would the United States. As evidenced by
the NATO deployment in Afghanistan, our
allies are also stretched thin. But European
willingness to provide even a modest nucle-
us of troops could provide inducement and
cover for other states, especially Muslim
ones, to make militarily meaningful contri-
butions. This would also serve to reduce the
U.S. profile in Iraq but, it must be empha-
sized, would not — and should not — pro-
vide any near-term basis for reducing our
own forces.

der rectifications would be necessary to com-
pensate for the settlement solution and
would complete the package.

Substantial, visible progress on the Pales-
tinian issue would significantly improve the
atmosphere in Iraq and the rest of the Mid-
dle East, including Iran, the third side of this
triangle 'of tension and violence. The United
States has three objectives with respect to
Iran: a cessation of any moves toward nucle-
ar proliferation; cooperation that contrib-
utes actively to stabil-
ity in the Persian
Gulf and in Iraq; and
Iranian restraint on
Hezbollah and other
radical groups. To ob-
tain these goals —
and encourage Euro-
pean cooperation —
the United States
must take several ini-
tiatives.

To begin, it should
modify its attitude to-
ward  the  Brit-
ish-French-German
negotiations  with
Iran over its pursuit
of uranium enrich-
ment  capabilities.
We should actively embrace the European
position, urge the Russians to join us and
jointly approach Iran. Such an approach
would support Iranian efforts to develop nu-
clear power, including the offer of an en-
sured supply of nuclear reactor fuel (low en-
riched uranium) at concessionary prices —
or even gratis — in exchange for a compre-
hensive, verifiable freeze of Iran’s uranium
enrichment program.

[Monday, Iran announced it was suspend-
ing uranium enrichment and related activi-
ties briefly, voluntarily and in hopes of build-
ing confidence in the world that its nuclear
ambitions are peaceful.]

Tran not only has strong interests in the fu-

Substantial, visible
progress on the
Palestinian issue would
significantly improve
the atmosphere in Iraq
and the rest of the
Middle East, including
Iran, the third side of
this triangle of tension
and violence.

ture of Iraqg but a powerful influence
through its religious connections to the Shi-
ite majority there. We should engage Iran
about the future of Iraq, comparing our sepa-
rate perspectives and emphasizing our joint
interests.

In that regard, the multilateral discus-
sions over Iraq scheduled later this month at

Sharm el-Sheikh,
Egypt, should be-
come the start of a di-

alogue, with U.N. par-
ticipation. Those dis-
cussions could be
broadened to in-
clude a Persian Gulf
security group of na-
tions, blessed and
supported by the
United States. This
could serve to as-
suage Iran’s security
concerns and tem-
per its urge to ac-
quire a nuclear capa-
bility.

Finally, the United
States should indi-
cate a willingness to modify its sanctions re-
gime and thereby its relationship to Iran,
were Iran willing to restrain Hezbollah and
exercise its influence over other extremist
groups. This would greatly minimize the
risk that violence and other radical disrup-
tions would hinder the Palestinian peace pro-

cess.
The stakes are high. Progress in the re-
gion, in addition to being extremely critical
for its own sake, holds the promise of mak-
ing a substantial and lasting contribution to
the war on terrorism.
Brent Scowcroft, national security adviser under
presidents Gerald Ford and George H.W. Bush, is
founder and president of the Forum for internation-
al Policy. This column first appeared in The Was}
ington Post.
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Traffic passes by the Clinton Presidential Center and Library on the Arkansas Ri

in downtown Little Rock.

Clinton library displays
presidential flaws, too

BY DAVID HAMMER
The Associated Press

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — As Bill Clinton’s library is
unveiled at a gala opening this week, one thing is cer-
tain: His messy legacy will be on full display.

One alcove will be dedicated to impeachment, and
organizers have promised not to sidestep even Moni-
ca Lewinsky or Paula Jones.

The 58-year-old political superstar is expected to
draw hundreds of thousands of visitors a year to his
library.

“Bill Clinton is a rock star,” said Skip Rutherford,

center designed by architect James Polshek will get
to see how Clinton, his closest advisers and exhibit
designer Ralph Appelbaum tell Clinton’s story.

Clinton has promised to give scholars early access
to previously private policy advice and other docu-
ments he isn’t required to release until 2006.

He already has written about the Lewinsky and
Jones sex scandals, impeachment and his political
missteps in his memoir, “My Life.

Hillary Rodham Clinton has said controversial
subjects shouldn’t be kept out of the library because
“this is part of history.”

On Friday, she said the library would be “a com-

head of Clinton’s nonpmﬁt that built the
$165 million library. “He is Elvis.”

The William J. Clinton Presidential Center, a met-
aphorical “bridge to the 21st century” cantilevered
out over the bank of the Arkansas River, opens
Thursday as the highlight of a week of programs, ex-
hibits and symposiums.

The week will include an Aretha Franklin con-
cert, a science discussion by astronaut and former
Democratic Sen. John Glenn, dedication of new
sculptures on the riverfront and at the airport, and a
reception to which Whoopi Goldberg, Cicely Tyson
and Quincy Jones have been invited.

At Thursday morning’s grand opening, speakers
will include Clinton, his wife Sen. Hillary Rodham
Clinton, President Bush, and former presidents
George H. W. Bush and Jimmy Carter.

Some 30,000 guests have been invited to gather on
the library lawn and U2’s Bono and The Edge will

perform.
Visitors to the 150,000-square-foot glass and steel

accurate story of the eight years of the
Clinton administration.”

Because Clinton is still so topical, Rutherford be-
lieves the nation’s 12th presidential library will es-
tablish a new model for presidential libraries. Offi-
cials hope the center will draw more than 300,000
visitors a year to Little Rock and help drive the ar-
ea’s economy.

Other presidential libraries have struggled to
draw admission-paying visitors.

Rutherford said that’s because they are either in
sentimental locations too far off the beaten path or
are lost in larger metropolises.

Downtown Little Rock is a happy medium, he
said.

The library has already had an economic impact.
Since the site was chosen in 1997, the depressed sur-
roundin strict has been
and downtown Little Rock is suddenly the place to
be, with shiny new condos, hip renovated lofts and
swanky restaurants.
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Super pill?
Anti-obesity, anti-smoking pill might
also fight drug abuse, scientists say

BY MALCOLM RITTER
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — A pill that helps
you lose weight and quit smok-
ing? That was amazing enough to
capture headlines last week.

But scientists say the experi-
mental drug might be even more
versatile, providing a new tool to
help people stop abusing drugs
and alcohol, too. It’s called rimon-
abant, or Acomplia, and last week
researchers reported it could
help people not only lose weight
but keep it off for two years.

‘That burnished the drug’s repu-
tation after two studies in March,
which suggested it could fight
both obesity and smoking, two of
humanity’s biggest killers.

The French pharmaceutical
firm Sanofi-Aventis plans to seek
federal approval for

Quit smoking
without weight

in

Anew drug developed by Sanofi-
Aventis promises to help peaple
lose weight and quit smoking by
targeting the “pleasure center”
of the brain. In a study of 3,040
obese people, the drug,
Acomplia, helped them lose up
to an average of 19 pounds and
keep it off for a year and a half.

B

Benefit by dosage

next year. But the drug’s benefits
may go beyond just smokers and
obese people, researchers say.
Animal studies suggest rimona-
bant can block the effects of mari-
juana and fight relapse in alcohol
and cocaine abuse, said Dr.
Charles O'Brien, an addiction ex-
pert at the University of Pennsyl-
vania and the P Veter-

“Good” choleslerol (HDL) increase

ans Affairs Medical Center.

Once it is approved for treating
obesity or smoking, “we’ll be free
to study it in these other areas and
T'll try to get my hands on it as
quickly as possible,” O’Brien said.

He’s not alone in his enthusi-
asm. The National Institute on Al-
cohol Abuse and Alcoholism is in-
terested in seeing whether rimon-
abant can help treat heavy drink-
ers, said Dr. George Kunos of the
institute. No human test results
for rimonabant in alcohol abuse
have yet been published, he said.

But researchers at the National
Institute on Drug Abuse reported
in 2001 that a single dose of the
drug could block the effects of
smoked marijuana in people, not
just animals. That suggests the
drug could be useful in treating
marijuana dependence, said Mari-

15.6

Decline in Triglycerides
6%

Average inches lost

from waistline
-15
-1.9
3.1

* Measured to determine coronary
fisk factors

SOURCE: Sanof

entis
Iyn Huestis, principal investiga-
tor of the study. The institute is
now pursuing follow-up research,
said Huestis, acting chief for
chemistry and drug metabolism
research at NIDA.

Specter faces debate over whether he should chair Judiciary panel

The Associated Press

‘WASHINGTON — As Congress returns
from its election break to wrap up work for
the year, a key focus will be on whether
moderate Sen. Arlen Specter, R-Pa.,
should chair the committee that considers
President Bush’s judicial nominations.

Republicans increased their Senate and
House majorities in the Nov. 2 balloting
and want to complete the lame-duck ses-
sion swiftly to clear the path for Bush’s sec-
ond-term initiatives of changes in the tax
and Social Security systems and lawsuit
limitations.

But before ending the 108th Congress,
lawmakers must deal with spending bills
covering most federal domestic programs
for the fiscal year that began Oct. 1, vote to
raise the government’s borrowing limit on
the national debt and confront a stalemate
on legislation to reshape intelligence agen-
cies.

One focus when the Senate reconvenes
Tuesday will be the efforts of Specter to
convince fellow Republicans he deserves

to be the next Judiciary Committee chair-
man. Opposition has arisen over Specter,
who supports abortion rights, as a result of
his postelection statements that nominees
with anti-abortion views would have a
tough time winning
Senate confirmation.

Specter has since
stressed that he would
be a team player if he
succeeds the current
chairman, Sen. Orrin
Hatch, R-Utah, who is
stepping down under
Senate term-limit
rules.

Specter told ABC’s
“This Week” on Sun-
day that he had never
applied a litmus test
to Supreme Court nominees and had voted
for anti-abortion judges. “I have supported
all of President Bush’s nominees in the
committee and on the floor, and those go
right to the heart of factual matters of con-

Specter

cern,” he said.

The issue has taken on some urgency be-
cause of the possibility of impending open-
ings on the Supreme Court.

Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist, 80,
is seriously ill with thyroid cancer, and
three other justices have had cancer. The
average age of the nine court members is
70. Speculation on a Supreme Court retire-
ment has grown in part because there has
been no vacancy in more than 10 years.

Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist,
R-Tenn., said Specter must still make his
case to Republican senators.

A chairman is responsible to “the feel-
ings, the beliefs, the values, the procedures
that are held by the majority of that com-
mittee,” which overwhelmingly opposes
abomon Frist told “Fox News Sunday.”

And hé said he would expect the commit-
tee’s head “to have a strong predisposi-
tion” to supporting the president’s nomi-
nee in committee and the full Senate.

Frist also said he was determined to pre-
vent Democrats from using filibusters to
block judicial nominations, as they did 10

times in the current Congress.

One possibility, he said, is what many
call the “nuclear option,” where a filibus-
ter, which needs 60 votes to be broken, no
longer will be allowed for judicial confir-
mations.

Democrats, who lost four seats in the
election and will have 44 seats with one in-
dependent ally in the 100-member Senate
next year, say that would be an intolerable
infringement on minority rights.

The main task of Congress when it re-
turns will be approving nine spending bills
for the current budget year.

Frist said Bush’s plans to overhaul tax
laws and Social Security will get top billing
in the next Congress convening in early
January.

The Senate might make another attempt
to approve a constitutional amendment
banning gay marriage, which failed this
year, he said.

“If activist judges start to tear it (the in-
stitution of marriage) down, we’re going to
bring it back to the floor qulcker, Frist
said.
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Study: M

BY DEE-ANN DURBIN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — More than
half of car seats as currently con-
structed do not do a good job of
preventing  whiplash  injuries,
tests by the insurance industry
show.

The Insurance Institute for
Highway Safety, in test results re-
leased Sunday, said that General
Motors Corp. cars were among
the worst performers, and it said
that Volvo and Saab cars were
among the best.

Altogether, 97 seat and head-
rest combinations found in 88
cars now on the market were stud-
ied by the institute, which tested
73 of those seats in a 20 mph
rear-impact crash to see how well
they would protect an aver-
age-size male dummy.

Eight seats earned the insti-
tute’s highest rating, including
those in the Volvo 840, S60 and
580, the Saab 9-2X and 9-3, and
the Jaguar S-type.

Sixteen seats, including those in
the Chevrolet Malibu and the Sub-
aru Outback, got the d-high:
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ost car seats don’t stop whiplash

Whiplash

1. impact on rear end of vehicle

Shoulders travel forward until

they are under head and neck
extends forward

W About 20% of rear-end collisions
result in whiplash in passengers

Symptoms
W Neck pain,

stiffness
©2004 KRT Source: Thacham R

in arm, hand

seats — among them those in the

Buick Regal, Cadillac Seville,

Acura RL and Volkswagen Passat
b

est rating of acceptable; 19 seats,
including those in the Ford Focus
and the Mini Cooper, earned the
third-highest rating of

The other 30 received the insti-
tute’s worst rating, poor, indicat-
ing the highest likelihood of neck
injury in a rear-impact crash.
Among those were the seats in the
Audi A4 and 84, the BMW 3 Se-
ries, the Dodge Neon and the Jag-
uar X-type.
The institute did not test 24

the head-
rests were desngned in a way that
would not protect taller people.

In a statement, GM said it has
been following the institute’s
guidelines for placement of head-
rests. The company also said it
has led development of a headrest
that moves according to the force
of the crash.

GM said occupants come in
many sizes and sit in various posi-
tions in the vehicle and cautioned

The most common injuries sustained in motor vehicle crashes are
those to the soft tissue of the neck, commonly termed whiplash:

Disks, muscles, ligaments injured

W Pain, numbness

arch  Graphic:

2. Abrupt stop of vehicle
Head, neck thrown backward,
bounce against headrest and
thrown forward again

B Most recover quickly, some
develop chronic condition

M Headaches M Shoulder
pain

Elsebeth Nielsen, Eali Poll

against making changes based on
one test.

“If the test methods chosen are
not reflective of ucing
real-world harm, there could be
significant potential to cause seat
design changes that are direction-
ally wrong,” GM said.

The institute has evaluated
headrests for nearly a decade.

“It’s obvious that some automak-
ers are doing a better job than oth-
ers of designing seats and head re-
straints to protect their custom-
ers’ necks in rear crashes,” said
Adrian Lund, the institute’s chief

The Associated Press

Top performers in tests for
whiplash prevention by car
seat-headrest combinations, as
well as 24 car seats not tested be-
cause the Insurance Institute
for Highway Safety determined
they could not protect tall peo-
ple adequately:

Best Performers: Jaguar
S-type (all seats) Saab 9-2X
(seats made after September
2004) Saab 9-3 (all seats) Suba-
ru Impreza (seats made after
September 2004) Volkswagen
New Beetle (seats with adjust-
able lumbar) Volvo S40 (seats
made after February 2004)
Volvo S60 (all seats) Volvo S80
(all seats)

Not Tested: Acura RL (all

Vehicles rated for prevention

seats) Buick Century (cloth and
leather seats) Buick Regal (all
seats) Buick LeSabre (all seats)
Buick Park Avenue (all seats)
Cadillac Seville (all seats) Chev-
rolet Cavalier (all seats) Chevro-
let Classic (cloth and leather
seats) Chevrolet Impala (cloth
and leather bucket seats)
Chrysler Sebring (manually re-
clining seats) Honda Civic (base
model seats) Mitsubishi Galant
(leather seats) Nissan Sentra
(base model seats) Nissan Maxi-
ma (cloth and leather seats) Pon-
tiac Grand Am (cloth seats) Pon-
tiac Grand Prix (all seats) Ponti-
ac Bonneville (bench and leath-
er seats) Saturn L Series (all
seats) Volkswagen Passat (all
seats)

Source: Insurance Institute for
way Safety

operating officer.

Neck injuries sustained in a
rear-end crash rarely are
life-threatening, but they happen
frequently and can be painful and
expensive. Neck injuries cost
around $7 billion in insurance
claims each year, the institute
said.

Whiplash happens when a vehi-
cle is hit from behind and the seat
propels forward. If the headrest
does not move with the seat, the
occupant’s neck will bend back
and stretch.

On the best-performing cars,

the seat was sturdy but had
enough cushion so the occupant’s
body could sink into it, keeping
the head closer to the headrest.
The headrests were positioned so
that they would be close to the
back of the head and protect tall
occupants.

Some vehicles got different rat-
ings depending on which seats
were installed. For example,
Chrysler Sebring with power re-
clining seats got an acceptable rat-
ing, but the Sebring with manual
reclining seats was not tested be-
cause the institute determined its
seats were inadequate.

Biographer dlsputes long-held legend of Jack Daniel

BY MATT GOURAS

The Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Jack
Daniel’s whiskey is liquor built on
alegend: an Old No. 7 label, a reci-
pe crafted at the nation’s oldest
distillery and a medal signifying
it as the best whiskey in the
world.

But the author of a Jack Daniel
biography contends the company
that runs the famed distillery has
allowed that legend to grow so
much that marketing spin has
overtaken the facts, and that
some of the most cherished no-
tions about the whiskey and its
founder are simply not true.

“It wouldn’t be such a big deal
if they didn’t pin so much of their
marketing on these few items,”
said author Peter Krass.

“But they really do.”

Krass makes his case in “Blood
& Whiskey: The Life and Times of
Jack Daniel,” and it has thrown
him into a barroom brawl of
words ~ with  spirits  giant
Brown-Forman Corp.

Both sides agree that Daniel
was a true American success
story who learned to make whis-
key as a boy and struck out on hls

The mystique of a whiskey

Jack Daniel's whiskey

iquor built on a legend. But a new biography

of the whiskey maker questions if the famed distillery allowed that
legend to grow so much that marke

g spin overtakes the facts.

=~ Legends and lore of Jack Dai

Jack
Daniel
Jack Daniel was bom  Call devoted |
and later raised by

Dan Call, a Lutheran
minister who owned
a‘whlskey still 1‘3 years old

1850 1863 1866

Due to inadequate
record-keeping there
is no way to prove

when Jack was born

business

to his faith and
sold his still to
Jack who was

Land and deed records
show Jack didn't go into

M New biography claims
Jack refined the
whiskey mellowing
process through

ife

according to company history

Entered whiskey at the
World's Fair in St. Louis;
it was awarded the

Around 1905, Jack
kicked his office safe
after forgetting the
combination and

maple charcoaland  World's Fair Gold Medal  broke his toe and got
registered his and honored as world's an infection
distillery best whiskey

1875

1904 1911
| |

until later

B Whiskey won a gold medal
for best Tennessee whiskey as
cited in a document from the from
1904 St. Louis World's Fair

r
Jack
eventually died

poisoning

SOURCES: Jack Daniel's Distillery; “Blood & Whiskey: The Life and Times of Jack Daniel”

the country and never won a gold

medal for world’s best whiskey.
On the Jack Daniel’s Old No. 7

label, the whiskey is touted as

own with

being and registered

tactics that included shipping a
keg to Queen Victoria.

But Krass said Daniel’s was not
the first registered distillery in

in 1866. Krass said land and deed
records show Daniel didn’t go
into business until 1875.

Krass said it’s also impossible

that Jack’s was the first regis-
tered distillery because many
Northern distilleries were regis-
tered long before to comply with
revenue laws.

Touting a document he said is
from the 1904 World’s Fair in St.
Louis, Krass said Old No. 7 won a
gold medal for best Tennessee

AR

whiskey, not best whiskey in the
world. Seven others won medals
for “world’s best” American whis-
key.

Finally, Krass takes issue with
the distillery’s claim that the ori-
gins of the Old No. 7 label are a
mystery. The author said it was
the number government regula-

tors first used to identify the whis-
key, later adopted by Daniel as
the official label once customers
became accustomed to seeing it
on tax stamps.

Louisville, Ky.-based
Brown-Forman counters that it
has put together as complete a pic-
ture as possible, given the fact
that much of the story of Daniel
and his whiskey has been passed
down from generation to genera-
tion. And the company points out
that records are inconclusive due
to the upheaval of the Civil War,
Reconstruction, courthouse fires
and Prohibition during the distill-
ery’s earlier years.

“Because = of  inadequate
record-keeping there is no way to
prove the points on the life of
Jack — there is no way to prove
even when he was born,”
Brown-Forman spokesman Phil
Lynch said.

Mark Waymack, a professor at
Loyola University Chicago and an
author of a book on American
whiskeys, suspects Krass is proba-
bly right.

“It’s not an outright falsehood,
but it is not necessarily what it's
purported to be,” he said. “A lot
of the marketing in the whiskey
industry is like that.”

Krass said the dispute is hardly
trivial “because through this mis-
representation  Brown-Forman
continues to build their Jack
Daniel’s brand to the possible det-
riment of their competitors.”
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A dog’s intuition
EXETER — The devo-
tion of a hunter’s two

dogs probably saved his life

er he suffered a stroke
early this week, fell and lay
in the woods through the
coldest night this autumn,
conservation officers
said.

Steven Goslee’s two
yellow Labrador retriev-
ers huddled against
him all night as the
air temperature fell to 15 degrees.
In the morning, one pooch ran off
to catch the attention of another
hunter, who summoned help from
game wardens from the Depart-
ment of Environmental Manage-
ment.

-

GOLDEN — A 20-year-old

man pleaded guilty to ag-
gravated animal cruelty for steal-
ing five puppies and burning two
of them to death.

Ryan Turtura was accused of
breaking into a Colorado Humane
Society shelter in February and
stealing the dogs. Court records
said he admitted setting three of
them on fire. One of the burned
puppies survived.

Turtura could receive up to 10%2
years in prison and faces fines uf
up to $800,000 when

N

ROUNDUP

Police found no drugs or weap-
ons on the boy, who ran away after
being shot and was caught by a sec-
ond security guard.

The student was taken to a hospi-
tal. Police said his wound was not
life-threatening.

Heartless thieves
ST. LOUIS — To Candace
Ullrich, it'’s nothing but
heartless — thieves again have put
a jobs program for mentally chal-
lenged adults out of business by
stealing the lawn and landscaping
tools of their trade.
This theft was the third in a year
for the Jobs Pro-

January. He has been held on
$25,000 bail.

Fiery bridge crash

EAST ST. LOUIS — A com-

muter van carrying workers
from two aerospace companies col-
lided head-on with a tractor-trailer
on a Mississippi River bridge, kill-
ing four people in the van and injur-
ing four others, authorities said.

State police said the van was on
the Martin Luther King Bridge be-
fore dawn when it struck the
18-wheeler, spilling diesel fuel that
caught fire near the Illinois end of
the bridge. The flames were quick-
ly extinguished.

The wreck closed the busy,
four-lane bridge between East St.
Louis and St. Louis for about five
hours. The bridge is one of three
crossing the river at St. Louis.

Thief not camera-shy

CAMPBELL — Smile, secu-
rity camera thief! You just
gave police your portrait.

Police are seeking the public’s
help in identifying a bumbling
crook caught in the act by a surveil-
lance camera, which captured his
crystal-clear mug shot as he
reached up to swipe it.

“When these guys help us do our
job, ’'m very happy,” police Sgt. Ri-
Cchard Shipman said. The photoge-
nic thief is a suspect in a string of
surveillance-camera heists.

Guard shoots student

NEW ORLEANS — A secu-
rity guard shot a teenager in
the foot at a New Orleans high
school, believing he was reaching
for a weapon during a confronta-

on.

Tomika Thomas told police she
smelled marijuana when she spot-
ted the 16-year-old boy standing
alone under a tree outside Booker
T. Washington High School when
other students were in class or the
cafeteria.

‘Thomas said she approached the
student and tried to detain him, but
he became aggressive, pushed her,
then reached under his shirt.

gram that Ullrich supervises. And
not surprisingly, she says the loss-
es — and callousness — are getting
old.

News of the burglary, however,
has generated an outpouring of
generosity, with homeowners offer-
ing their extra weed trimmers and
lawn mowers. An area lawyer sent,
by courier, a $500 check.

Ullrich  hopes the program
should be fully stocked soon.

Too close for comfort

NEW YORK — An appar-

ently emotionally disturbed

man stripped naked and jumped

into an exhibit with two young

caimans at the Bronx Zoo, police
said.

The man, whose name was not

released was intent
on interacting with

V' the alligator-like rep-
&% tiles, reaching for them
while sitting on a rock

as stunned police officers
— who rushed there from
2 200 substation — looked

But before he could make
contact with the reptiles, a zoo
worker slid a plywood board in
front of them, preventing the
caimans — each about four
“ feet long — from reaching the
man.

Cooked-up scholarship
RUTHERFORDTON
Ten-year-old  Bronwyn

Fadem has cooked up $25,000 for

college.

The fifth-grader who likes to
cook for her friends won a $25,000
scholarship with a lasagna dish
that impressed a celebrity chef.

Bronwyn learned she had won
the contest sponsored by All laun-
dry detergent while appearing on
“The Tony Danza Show.”

More than 200 young chefs na-
tionwide entered the contest and
25 were named finalists. Judges
and Internet voters selected the
winner.

Fallen hero

ST. PAUL — A decorated

Navy veteran who robbed
a credit union and then hid in the
Mississippi River in scuba gear
was sentenced to 11 years in pris-

on.

Mark W. Samples, 41, of Hager
City, Wis., was convlcted in May of
stealing more than $70,000 in the
holdup. Witnesses said he fled on a
mountain bike, then made his way
to the river’s edge, donned scuba
gear and drifted downstream to his
car.

Samples claimed at trial that he
was suffering from post-traumatic
stress disorder as the result of a
1987 Iraqi attack on the USS Stark
that killed 37 sailors, including
Samples’ best friend.

Cemetery life extended

SANTA FE — Santa Fe Na-

tional Cemetery is getting
an aboveground burial vault,
‘which will extend the life of the mil-
itary cemetery until 2018. The cem-
etery opened part of its columbari-
um, a three-wall structure that
eventually will have about 3,000
niches for cremated remains. The
81-acre cemetery had been expect-
ed to be at capacity as early as
2008.

Astronaut’s son arrested

SAN FRANCISCO — The
Sd-year-old son of astro-
naut Walter Schirra was arrested
at San Francisco International Air-
port on child sex charges as he
tried to board a plane for Thailand,
allegedly to solicit sex with under-
age boys, federal agents said.
Walter M. Schirra IIT of San
Francisco, a property manager,
was arrested. A search of his lug-
gage revealed photos of shirtless
Asian _boys, sexual-performance
drugs, condoms and

Pumpkin splatter
Steve Shockley, left, of Frankford,
and Mark Caldwell, of Rehoboth,
get ready to take a shot with the
“World’s Most Dangerous Sling-
shot” pumpkin chunker at the 18th
annual World Championship Punkin
Chunkin near Millshoro, Del.

Jarge amounts of candy, said Spe-
cial Agent Catherine Miller of U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment.

None of the seized items is ille-
gal, but a search of a computer at
Schirra’s home revealed images of
child pornography, Miller said.

Schirra is being held without
bail pending a hearing.

Time for a catnap ot am ayownas tsoties

for an afternoon nap at Lee Richardson Zoo in Garden City, Kan.

: ‘An early-morning skater graces the ice on the
Lce PriNCess o tayofice skating o the Crown Center Ice
Terrace in Kansas City, Mo.

Mark McCraw of Raleigh, N.C., tries to balance a tall
stack of books he is intent on buying at the Wake
County Public Libraries book sale.

Book worm
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Basket cases

Keeping warm

Red River High School cheerleaders Jessica Pastir, left, and Nikki Elm perform
toe-touch baskets during practice at the Red River Gym in Grand Forks, N.D.

Clean water activist Christopher Swain, 36,
of Colchester,

Vt., left, hugs his daughter

Rowan Swain, 4, after completing an 81-mile swim down the Charles
River. Swain made the swim to draw attention to water pollution.

Potty on the go
Garrison Hale, sitting in the driv-
er's seat, steers an outhouse while
other members of the Q-92 team,
Kathy Limberg, left, and Maynard
Meyer push. Norsky Outhouse
racing in downtown Madison, Minn.,
is part of the town’s Norsefest.

Squirrel gets a good home
HARRISBURG — Nutkin
the Squirrel can live out

her later years hunting nuts in-

doors with a Pennsylvania couple,
acourt has ruled.

The gray squirrel, which was
born in South Carolina where
there are no rules against domesti-
cating wild squirrels, may be kept
by a Schuylkill County couple de-
spite state laws that prohibit keep-
ing wild animals as pets, a Superi-
or Court panel ruled.

Nutkin’s owner Barbara Gosse-
lin was charged in 2002 with violat-
ing the ban on keeping wild ani-
mals after a game officer came
across Nutkin while investigating a
case of deer poaching.

Gosselin’s conviction was over-
turned and the judges ordered that
her $100 fine and costs be re-
turned.

Stomach full of surprises
SANTA CRUZ — A jail in-
mate allowed to attend a
family funeral returned to the jail-
house 12 hours later with a stash of
drugs and syringes in his stomach,
authorities said.

Joshua Robertson, 30, had been
in jail since Oct. 18 on charges of
selling and transporting heroin
and resisting arrest. Deputies sus-
pected he may have planned a
drug run when he asked to attend
the funeral, police Sgt. Steve Car-
ney said.

Laxatives and an enema were
used and Robertson “gave them up
within five hours,” Carney said.
Robertson expelled 17 grams of
black tar heroin, 20 grams of mari-
juana and four hypodermic sy-
ringes.

Lead infections drop

KELLOGG — The amount

of lead detected in children
who live between Mullan and Cat-
aldo in northern Idaho is dropping,
the state health department said.
The blood-lead levels for children
age 6 and younger nearly met the
goal for the Coeur d’Alene Basin.
Child blood-lead levels were once
at emergency levels. But they
dropped dramatically since the
Bunker Hill Smelter was closed in
1981 and the cleanup program for
contaminated soil was developed.

War hero database

JEFFERSON CITY —

More than 576,000 Missou-
rians who served in the military
from the territorial era through
World War I are now listed in an In-
ternet-accessible database hosted
by the secretary of state’s office.
The database, which went online
in time for Veterans Day, expands
an online listing of World War I vet-
erans, which debuted about two
years ago. The new version in-
cludes information from 12 wars
and military engagements, begin-
ning with the War of 1812.

Cattle anthrax deaths

BISMARCK —  Fifteen

beef cattle died from an-
thrax on a Dunn County farm last
month and were burned and bur-
ied as a precaution, the state veteri-
narian says. Veterinarian Susan
Keller said the Taylor-area farm is

Down onuthe bayou

Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program to raise awareness about the bayou.

Barely stirring the water, paddlers begm a four-day trip down Bayou
Lafourche from Donaldsonville, La. The float was organized by the

under but the cattle
deaths pose no threat to the public.
Keller chose not to publicize the in-
formation last month to avoid an

unnecessary scare, she said.

Store owner arrested

RED BANK — The owner

of a shaved ice business
was arrested after two employees
claimed he spanked them for mak-
ing mistakes at work.

Paul Eugene Levengood, 57, was
charged with two counts of sexual
battery after the 19-year-old
women complained.

One of the women told police
that on her first day at the Tasty
Flavors Sno Biz, Levengood made
her sign a statement that said: “I
give Gene permission to bust my
behind any way he sees fit.”

Police Sgt. Jay LaMance said the
women likely accepted the spank-
ings instead of leaving immediate-
ly because they were “brought up
to respect anybody who is an au-
thority figure.”

Levengood was freed on $2,000
bail pending a Nov. 16 court hear-
ing. His franchise in this Chatta-
nooga suburb was closed.

Nuclear dump dispute

LAS VEGAS — Opponents
of a national nuclear waste
dump in Nevada lost their chance
to put an ally in the White House
with President Bush’s defeat of
Democratic Sen. John Kerry.

Bush carried Nevada by 2 per-
centage points after facing heavy
Democratic criticism that he re-
neged on a 2000 campaign pledge
when he approved the plan to en-
tomb 77,000 tons of the nation’s
most radioactive waste 90 miles
from Las Vegas.

Kerry promised that Yucca
Mountain would not open on his
watch.

Nevada is pressing lawsuits, hop-
ing to stop the government from
moving highly radioactive waste
from commercial and military
sites in 39 states to Yucca Moun-
tain beginning in 2010.

WTC park planned

NY NEW YORK — A small

park festooned with sweet

gum trees and pink azalea bushes

will be built on the north end of

the redeveloped World Trade

Center site, according to newly
unveiled plans.

The tiny park, which will cover
about a third of an acre at the in-
tersection of Greenwich Street
and West Broadway, will open
late next year or in early 2006, de-
veloper Larry Silverstein said at a
conference sponsored by Busi-
ness for Social Responsibility.

It will also serve as a forecourt
to the new 7 World Trade Center,
a 52-story office tower that replac-
es a building destroyed in the
Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. The tower
will open for business early next
year.

Lawyer gets DUI charge

TAMPA — A prosecutor

known for being “tough as
nails” in drunken driving cases
was charged with a DUI after po-
lice said they stopped her with
three children in her car.

Lydia Dempsey Wardell, 37,
was arrested near her home and
‘was found to have a blood-alcohol
level of 0.23 percent, nearly three
times the legal limit in Florida for
drivers, police said.

She was released on $500 bail.
Stories and photos from wire services
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A music student’s dream

Conductor Seiji Ozawa, artistic director of the Vienna
State Opera, will open a music academy overlooking
Lake Geneva.

The daily Tribune de Geneve said
Friday the academy will offer stu-
dents the opportunity to perform
chamber music with world-class pro-
fessors.

Ozawa, who spent 29 years with
the Boston Symphony Orchestra,
hopes to attract the best young talent
in Europe to the school in the village
of Blonay, above Montreux.

Tuition will be free, the newspa-
pers said. Ozawa hopes to admit 20
to the inaugural class next summer.

Costs for the school’s debut season
will total about $212,000, to be fund-
ed mainly by individual sponsors, private foundations
and local authorities, the newspapers said.

Auditions will take place in Geneva and Cologne, Ger-
many, in coming months, they said.

Ozawa

Peaches on TV

Peaches Geldof, daughter of musician Bob Geldof, will
make her television debut presenting a teen documenta-

ry.

Geldof, 15, whose middle name is Honeyblossom, will
write and present the documentary, which will screen on
British television next year, Sam Cash, managing direc-
tor of production company Ten Alps, said Friday.

Peaches’ younger sister Pixie, 14, has appeared as an
interviewer on the satellite television program “It’s a Girl
Thing,” while older sister, Fifi Trixibelle, 21, works as an
intern on music channel MTV.

Cash said “Peaches Geldof — Inside the Mind of a
Teenager” would be a distinctive British look at the strug-
gles of being a teen. It's expected to air in March on satel-
lite channel Sky One.

Harry sets up in South America

Prince Harry arrived in Argentina for a stay of several
weeks to work on a polo horse farm before he’s scheduled
to join the British army next year.

The 20-year-old landed in Buenos
Aires aboard a commercial flight Fri-
day and was expected to spend most
of his time at a working ranch in the
Argentine countryside, local media
reported.

The visit by Harry comes less
than a month after he scuffled with a
photographer outside a London
nightclub.

The photographer, who suffered a
cut lip, accused Harry of striking
him without provocation in the Oct.
21 altercation. Royal officials said Harry was hit in the
face with a camera and pushed back.

Prince Harry

Martin picks up achievement award

Too much praise can turn Steve Martin into a wild and
insincere guy.

The star of “The Jerk” and “Bringing Down the
House” accepted the American Cinematheque career
achievement honor Friday with mock cynicism.

The frequent “Saturday Night Live” guest host played
aloof with friends in the audience that included Robin
Williams, Jon Lovitz, Kevin Nealon,
Martin Short, Dana Delany, Eugene
Levy, “Dead Men Don’t Wear Plaid”
filmmaker Carl Reiner and “Parent-
hood” director Ron Howard.

“There are so many familiar faces
tonight, people I've worked with, peo-
ple I haven’t seen in years and I just
thought, ‘Why can’t we wear name
tags? What would be so wrong? ”
Martin joked.

“But this evening is especially
meaningful to me,” Martin added,
“because when I was a kid my
friends and I used to meet after
school and get all dressed up and play ‘American Cine-
matheque awards show.”

Rick Nicita, chairman of the organization’s board, said
they chose to honor Martin because he was a “Renais-
sance man” who has excelled not only as an actor and co-
median but as a playwright, novelist, art collector — and
even banjo player.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

Along way
from Fresno

Anne Heche has come
along way from her
infamous post-breakup
breakdown in 2001.
She’s back on screen
this year with a spot in
the cast of The WB's
“Everwood” and a role
on the silver screen in
“Birth.”

AP

Actress makes her way back on screen after infamous breakdown

BY MARIA ELENA FERNANDEZ
The Los Angeles Times

HOLLYWOOD
our years ago, you could have
called Anne Heche crazy.

Why not? That’s what the
tabloids took to calling her,
and it’s what she called herself. “Call
Me Crazy” is the title of the 2001 mem-
oir she wrote, she said, to purge her-
self of her childhood demons and split
personality, the one that led her to
abandon her car in Fresno, Calif.,
wearing shorts and a bra, the day
after breaking up with Ellen DeGe-
neres. Then she wandered into a
stranger’s house, where she show-
ered, put on Mickey Mouse slippers,
and tried to persuade the children
there to board a spaceship to heaven
with her.

In the aftermath of her Fresno Mo-
ment, Heche’s once-promising career
seemed to be reduced to a late-night
TV punch line. So you'd be forgiven
for doing a double-take at the sight of
a sane-looking Heche in Armani, hold-
ing her husband’s hand and looking
calm and vibrant at this year’s
Emmys, nominated for her role in the
Lifetime movie “Gracie’s Choice.” In
the weeks ahead she’ll be even more
visible: she'll be appearing Monday
nights on the WB, where she plays
Amanda Hayes on “Everwood.” She

also recently starred in the CBS
movie “The Dead Will Tell.” On the
big screen, Heche is appearing in
“Birth” with Nicole Kidman, released
Oct. 29 in the States.

Could so much entertainment-indus-
try money really have been gambled
on an actress everyone, it seemed,
agreed was out to lunch — who in-
spired the Los Angeles play “Call Us
Crazy: The Anne Heche Mono-
logues”?

Margot Kidder had her “Big
Flip-Out,” wandering the streets of
LA. for five years, and survived;
Patty Duke went public with her
‘manic depression in 1982 and thrived.
But they had already established big
careers.

Will Tinseltown be as compassion-
ate with Heche as it was with them or
with some of its most famous alcohol-
ics, drug addicts and sexaholics?

“For better or for worse, people al-
ways saw that I chose life,” the
35-year-old Heche said recently, re-
laxing with a vanilla latte at a coffee-
house near her penthouse apartment
on Beverly Boulevard. “I have always
chosen a path that was about finding
the love of my life and finding a fami-
ly. And now my focus can be on my
work.

“It’s a benefit that I did all those
things because I have them to draw on
as an actress. If you're looking for

someone with a well to explore emo-
tionally on the screen, I can do it. My
challenge now is: Can I create and can
1 be as creative from a place of love?

“It’s funny, you get really happy in
your life and you have nothing to talk
about.”

Until “Call Me Crazy” was pub-
lished and she spilled her guts to Bar-
bara Walters, no one knew the back
story that explained her strange be-
havior that day: the sexual abuse she
said she suffered as a young girl,
which led her to block most of her
childhood memories and fill them in
with delusions of flying and being the
reincarnation of God herself.

Now that time and distance has
made all of that a bit hazy, Heche said,
she finally can chase the career others
always wished for her, but that she
placed on the back burner in her des-
perate quest for love. Her “pre-Fres-
no” phase lasted 31 years. At 35, and
her fourth year of “post-Fresno” se-
renity, Heche said she is poised to
take on Hollywood again, big screen
and small.

“It’s taken me four years to create
my family and feel solid,” she said. “T
never had a solid family. I didn’t want
anyone worrying about family love.
Even though I've had an incredible, in-
credible career, and that is my pas-
sion, I gave my life to finding the love
of my life. I risked everything for
that”
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EUROPEAN FORECA!

Benelux: Cloudy with rainshowers,
Highs in the lower 50s, Wednesday
lows in the mid 40s.

Britain, Ireland: Cloudy with rain-
owers. Highs in the mid-50s,
Wednesday lows in the lower-40s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Cloudy with
rain/snow mix. Highs in the mid-30s,
Wednesday lows in the upper 20s to
lower

France: Partly to Mostly cloudy with
isolated rainshowers to the north.
Highs in the mid 50 to mid 60s,
Wednesday lows in the mid 40s.

Northern Germany: Cloudy with rain-
showers. Highs in the upper 40s,
Wednesday lows in the lower-405.

Southern Germany: Cloudy with rain-
showers. Snow in the higher eleva-
tions. Highs in the mid to lower 40s,
Wednesday lows in the mid-30s.

Hungary: Mostly cloudy with isolated
rainshowers. Highs in the upper 40s,
Wednesday lows in the mid-30s.

Northern Italy: Partly cloudy. Highs in
the mid to 50s, Wednesday lows in
the lower 40s.

Southern Haly: Party cloudy. Highs in
the upper 505 0s,
oty lows in the mid 405 to

lower 50s.

Kosovo: Cloudy with rain/snow mix.
Highs in o mid-30s, Wecnesday
lows in the mid

Norway: Mostly cloudy with isolated
rain/snow showers. Highs in the mid
30s to low 40s, Wednesday lows in
the lower 20s to lower 30s;

Portugal, Spain: Partly cloudy. Highs

in the upper-50s to lower 60s,
Wednesday lows in the lower 30s to
mid 40s.

Turkey: Mostly cloudy with rainshow-
ers. Highs in the lower 60s to lower
80s, Wednesday lows in the mid 40s
to lower 60s.

For current weather watches, warnings,

and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE

Operatruna/ Weather Squadron home

htips:/lows. sembach.at.m
http:/iows.public. ombsenatmil
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Horoscope

rooting for us to clue into
what people really want (the
story behind the story), its
more likely we can fulfill
both spoken and unspoken
promises.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(November 16). This
year, you've dropped the
need to be jaded, so, at
times, you'll feel naive and
wvulnerable. Life will unfold for you as
if you're seeing it for the first time.
Romance is part of what makes this
possible. Someone special makes
your heart sing in the next three
months. Make decisions about work
in February. Love signs are Capri-
com and Gemini.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You cajole. You kid. You flatter and
flirt. And still, you have no idea
where you stand with that closed-off

@ WANG ON, RoZ

Tonight, it's up to you to liven things 2 {;ﬂ{;ﬂg\"ﬁ,
up. =
Make your deal now — its done S

fair and square, and you don't have VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). = y

to worry about the backlash of You'll have a one-on-one audience =
buyer's remorse or any with an exalted individual — not the =
such thing. The Capricom . . opportunity to divuige L
moon does get to the point,  Holiday Mathis ~ your smarts. Keep things | &
And with the Scorpio sun  —gmeeey friendly and light. A T:
o

Tuesday, November 16, 2004

just yet? Don't worry! Someone will
— without prompting from you.

sprightly air sign (a Gemi-
i, Libra or Aquarius)
makes your heart beat

1 Hcvg s YovR PARENTS !
(OFE. THEY
i B0, YoulL B W
TRWBLE THEN.

IS YOR B«FR\EN\),

CHARLEE ! SHOWD T TEA

WM Vm & lNDVSPoSEV 7
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ASK T ALK

SKY CHAS, PONT
You THINK YOu'RE|

TOO LITHLE. I
T GIRERIEND
DEPRRTMENT

like a tom-tom.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Who can
work with the theatrics
going on behind the
scenes? Its all you can
do to stop planning your
escape and focus on the
proceedings. But focus you must if
you're to get your share of the re-
wards.

Jump Start

Iim Gonle
TAKE A LOOK
UNOERNEATH,
J0E. WHELE DO
Moy kEEP YouR

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). It
feels so fabulous to be liked and
accepted! However, there's no
reason to rush into any agreements
or declare your passionate alliance
with anyone. Take it easy! Keep
your cards tucked into your chest.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). A relationship tugs at you,

MAKE MYOWN DECISIONG T
e
Wféwmdusrwwsmzmws Hars

someone. Keep working on it. If trying to get your attention. So it's 2] 3
anyone can melt through that layer  just not where your head is — does 'E e
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15 signs of abusive relationship JUniELE

Dear Abby: 1 1996, in memo-
ry of a 19-year-old battered
‘woman who was murdered by
her boyfriend, you printed an
item requested by her family. It
changed my life. On March 29 of
that year, my dad said, “I have
something for you,” and handed
‘me your column. It con-
tained a list of 15 warn-
ing signs of a batterer. It
was my wake-up call.

At first I thought,
“How can this help ME?”
Well, it did.

Few realize how impor-
tant a role verbal abuse
and criticism play in an
abuser’s efforts to gain
control and keep you
from leaving. The verbal
abuse was harder for me
to deal with than being
kicked in the back when I'd walk
away from one of his outbursts.

After reading that column, T
finally understood there was
nothing I could change that would
make him love me. Thank you.

— Grateful in Illinois

Dear Grateful: People often ask
if I hear from readers letting me

Dear Abby

know how columns affect them.

Today I'll reprint that list in
your honor.

(1) PUSHES FOR QUICK
INVOLVEMENT: Comes on
strong and pressures the new
partner for an exclusive commit-
‘ment almost immediately.

(2) JEALOUS: Exces-
sively possessive; calls
constantly or visits
unexpectedly.

(3) CONTROLLING:
Interrogates you in-
tensely (especially if
you're late) about
Whom you talked to
and where you were.

(4) UNREALISTIC
EXPECTATIONS:
Expects you to be the

perfect mate.

(S) ISOLATION:
Tries to cut you off
from family and friends; accuses
people who are your supporters
of “causing trouble.”

(6) BLAMES OTHERS FOR
PROBLEMS OR MISTAKES: It's
always someone else’s fault.

(7) MAKES OTHERS RESPON-
SIBLE FOR HIS OR HER FEEL-
INGS: The abuser says, “You

make me ang"y, " instead of “T
am ang

(8) HYPERSENSITIVITY: Is
easily insulted, claiming hurt
feelings when actually mad.

(9) CRUELTY TO ANIMALS
OR CHILDREN: Kills or punish-
es animals brutally.

(10) “PLAYFUL” USE OF
FORCE DURING SEX: Enjoys
throwing you down or holding
you down against your will.

(11) VERBAL ABUSE: Con-
stantly criticizes or says blatant-
ly cruel things.

(12) RIGID GENDER ROLES:
Expects you to serve, obey, re-
main at home.

(13) SUDDEN MOOD
SWINGS: Switches from sweet to
violent in minutes.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Amold and Mike Argirion

Unscramble these four Jumbles,

one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

WHASA

©2004 Tibune Media Services. Inc
i Remen

PEDYT

ONN

HYLLOW

WHEN THE SURPERS
¢ ] t j ShW BIG
WAVES, THEY SAD
WAS——

wrw uTble com |

(14) PAST BATTERING: Ad-
mits to hitting a mate in the past.

(15) THREATS OF VIOLENCE:
Says things like, “L'll break your
neck,” or “I'll kill you,” and then
dismisses them.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Stand firm with sister’s children

Dear Annie: vy
mother, my husband and
1 are co-raising my
younger sister’s two
wonderful boys. My
sister has many issues
(drugs being one of
them) and only wants to
be a mom when it is
convenient. My mother
wants to be a grandma
but will not help disci-
pline the kids.

Basically, she wants to
be liked.

My husband and I adore the
boys, but unfortunately, we are
their only disciplinarians, and
the boys tend to resent that. Also,
we have a child of our own, and
he adores his cousins, but we are
afraid that he may start to act
like them.

T've talked to my Mom about
this, and she believes she is
doing her part, but in a more
relaxed manner. She allows the
boys to ransack her home on a
daily basis and believes that I'm
to0 stern and impatient.

Annie’s Mailbox

How do we resolve
this without losing the
boys to the dark side,
and how can we get my
mom on the same
program?

— Arizona Auntie

Dear Auntie: Let
your mother be a grand-
ma. She isn’t willing to
be anything else, and
there’s no point in
arguing endlessly. If
your discipline meth-
ods are fair and consistent, ALL
of the children will learn to re-
spect you, and they will behave
in your presence. The fact that
they are testing your limits is
normal, so make sure they know
what those limits are. You have
taken on an enormous responsi-
bility, but you sound quite capa-
ble. We commend you for caring
enough about your nephews to be
the kind of parent they need.
Please don't give up on them.

Dear Annie: My niece recent-
ly was married in a civil ceremo-

ny. Now she is planning a big
wedding for next February. My
son will be the best man, and my
daughter is the maid of honor.
My niece expects them to give a
couple’s shower as well as ar-
range the bachelor and bachelor-
ette parties. This seems exces-
sive to me. And isn't it deceptive
to invite hundreds of guests to a
wedding that already has taken
place?
— Aunt in San Bernardino, Calif.
Dear Aunt: Many couples who
have had civil ceremonies later
have religious weddings andjor
large receptions. It also is OK to
have a couple’s shower if there
were no other showers. However,
it's a bit late for bachelor and
bachelorette parties, and we
hope your children can talk the
bride out of those.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar,longime
editors of the Ann Landers colum
Please e-mail your questions to annles-
mailbox@comcast.net, or write to:
Anmic’s Mailboe, /0 Creators Syndicate,
5777 W. Century Bivd., Suite 700, Los
Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

GRAFF

Dennis the Menace

T
R

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as
Dy the above canoon

A 7

ans: [ L XX

DA A AN
Answers Iomarrow

Jumbles: SHYLY ~ NOTCH PREACH  MINGLE
Answer:  When the scholars took a night flight their
conversation was on a — HIGH “PLANE™

ATWIRE
(I]

CL L]

Yesterday's

Family Circus

-6
3004 81 Keana, .
Dt by ing Pt Syne.
o familycircus.com

“I’'m on the honor roll, but there’s
nothing about it on Google.”

©Gary Larson

1 SUPFOSE ANYTHING T SAY WILL BE HELD

AGAINST ME, RIGHT?'

SECOND TR IN(BE

Non Sequitur

The Far Side

Between classes at the College of
Laboratory Assistants W e an
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pSirctopher Newport, Va. 52) at Sals- T Oklaoma State 0.0) i ot Emiee Kein, 1265 295 47
AFN-TV & Radio EREI 3 ot B College soccer ehauer 37305 1749-10-19-298 17
Y evsior Va. (52 at Washington & Jef- 9 Oy (5.0 Ghf ot B 8! Nicka bunn $o751°  157117-13-2% 36
E;wsms‘xp?oéepn Ohio (10-0) at Wheaton, Ill. ke D noL Blay- #‘.‘L%’%étﬂtf's‘f'l&‘ BReeTie 18
Tuese e i o A 6 sy GBS g egres  Women's Div Ltowmament 468y (AR, (L
arthage, Wis, (6-1) at Alma, Mic canne i, 78761
AP Sports, 2a.m.—Rodeo: Pro Bull Riding  ZTGIE%) 6% S Wooster: Onio (10.0) 13 M\Eh\qan s«a?eéo 0 not play. Gloria Park 4-75-74-WD
I Ailantic APN-Ra ~NFL: Phil- 18 Louieaile not N
: dansiplay ve" Franklin Templeton Shootout
adelphia 3EDalas (o4 North camlmas mam&Mawu ranklin Templeton Shootol
Houston, R g £l o1 Masters Cup Auto racing irgh (0:0) play. e cam Sunday
AT e Tobams (00, i not e At Tiburgn Golf Chub course

ic, 11 a.m.~NFL: Philadelphia at
DaHas(

AFN-

a(AC\cvc anustdm)
m.—

oats e | ™

~NBA: Golden State
NFL: Philadelphia at

Wednesday
f tAtFN'Spol'ts. 1 am.—NBA: Utah at Char-
ofte.
AFN-S‘yort 3'30 ‘am.—Rodeo: Pro Bull
our (dl
—Tennis: Masters Cup
s, 9 a.m.—Auto racing: Nextel
. Fi‘-’sumﬁm gﬂﬂ (dm)c 1l football: Ohi
m.College football: Ohio
St.at Puegues’(d\%) o
All times Central European Time; did mm-
cates delayed brgadeast Alllstingsare st
sts not
ava\\ hle m al\ areas
for more information.

College football

AP Top 25
The Top 25 teams in The. Assomated Press
college football poll, wi t-p votesin
arentheses records throug Nom 13 tot: al
o

s based oints Tor a first-plac
vote mmugh one Domnora Zith-placevote,
Record Pts Pvs
1. Southern Cal (51) 100 1608 1
2. Auburn (¢ 100 15% 3
2. Oklahoma (8) 100 188 2
7 california &1 1409 5
5. Ut 100 1316 7
& Texas o1 1301 6§
7. Michigan 91 1779 9
& Lotisville 71 1046 12
9. Wisconsin o1 1oz 4
10. Florida St. 82 1004 11
1. Georgia 82 919 8
12, Miami, 77 8318
Boise St. 90 197 14
72786
15. Tennessee 727
13. Virginia Tech 21
1.0 82 626 19
18, Virginia 77 sa
19: Boston College 77 a0 21
20 Arizona St. 87 4
21 82 330 13
27 Texas 73 m
23 OKlahoma st 3 w5
2. 72 15
25 Bo n 2
feceivin yotes: Bitisburgh 31,
Geo i Tech 21, Forida P
0 Tech & Toleds 5 UGLA 4 ot
Dame 2, Sout resnost 1, Vich
gan St 1, Navy 1, New MxIco 1.

USA Today/ESPN Top 25

0p 25 teams in the USA Today-ESPN
couegemoman poll it frst place vo(csm
Bore e oo p ik 0 1S blace
vote, through one point for a 25th-place vote
and previous ranking:

Record Pts Pys
1. Southern Cal (51) 100 1514 1
2. Oklahoma (6) 100 123 2
3 Ruburn (4 100 1433 3
4. California 5
5. Texas 7
& Utah 8
7. Michigan 9
& Florida State 2
9. Wisconsi 4
10. Georgia 5
1 Louisville 1
12. Boise State 13
13 Miami (Fla) u
ek 15

15 v:rg\ma Tech
16 Ternessee

18 %
19. Boston College
20. West Virginia
21. Arizona State

7
votes: Northern
Seorgs Tech

5
Mmmgan At Flnndz Pl
al imi (Ohio)
ern MisSiSSIppi 2: Colorado 1 lowa State

NCAA Dlwslon n playuffs

Round
sa nmiajv oz
CarsonNewrtan (6:2)at Valdosta st. ©-1)
s A&M-Kingsville (9-1) at Northwest
Missour State (103)

Colorado Mines (12-0) at Pittsburg State

110
North Dakota (9-2) at Michigan Tech (5-1)
Grand Valley State (9-2) at Northwood

Texas Tech 20

'West Chester (9:3) at Shippensburg (10-1)
Edinboro (9-2) at East Stroudsburg (O-1)
(ATkansas Tech (10-1) at Albany State, Ga.

First round
saturday, Nov. 20
st. Norbert (3-1) at Wisconsin-La Crosse
Willamette, Ore. (7-3) at Occidental, Calif.
‘Wartburg, lowa (8-2) at Concordia-Moor-
head (10.0

, Mass. (9-1) at Hobart, N.Y, (8-1)
frt fénburg, Pa. (8-2) at St. Yohi Fsher,

¢ Sr:’cnandoah. Va. (7-3) at Delaware Valley
(Y Hardin-Baylor (5-1) at Trinty, Texas

Mountain Dew Southern 500

Sunday
At Darllngton ‘ueway

engih: e les
ngpos ion in parentheses)
) et Ervreres 361,
S ark Martin, Ford, 367, g 90,825.
JeffG ordon, Chevrolet, 367, slas
e McMurray, Dodge, 3
S 55 kasey Kane, Dodge, 367, $120550.
1) Kurt Busch, Ford, 367, 51037
: Go) Cayl Edwatas, Ford, 367 8114042,
Joe Nemechek, ' Chevrolet, 367,
282 Bobby Labonte, Chevrolet, 367,
0 (30) Mike Blise, Chowrolet, 367,886,750,
1 {3) Dale Eariarci Jr. Chevrolet, 367,
2/, G0 sterling Marin, Dodge, 367,
3/ G1 st gurton, chevrolet, 367, 876.600.
4. (32) Jeff Green, Dodge, 367, $95,025.
5 (29 Robby Gordoh. Chévrolet, 367,
6 G5 Ricky Rudd, Ford 37, so3731.
wart,Chevrolet, ' 366,
$109.678,
(i6) Rusty Wallace, Dodge, 365,
. (10) Jeremy Mayfield, Dodge, 365,
588,150, v M N
19) Matt Kenseth, Ford, 365, $113,603,
L {27 Brian Vickers, 'Chevrolet, 365,
. (28) Scott Wimmer, Dodge, 365, $63,975.
5l sacler, P, 35, S65 65
4. (19) Greg Bifle, Ford, 365, $68,850.
. (L) Scott Riggs,~Chevrolet, 364,

6.(22) casey Mears, Dodge, 364, 70575,
;29 Brendan’ Gaughan, Dodge.” 563,

. 49 Terry Labonte, Chevrolet, 363,
5, Eoz;mhnny Sauter, Dodge, 363, $58,050.

33) Ken Schrader, Dodge, 362, $55,575.
1,35 Bobby Hamilton . Cheveolet, 357,
é,z(m Kevin Harvick, Chevrolet, 354,
5, (1) Michael Waltrp, Chevrolet, 336,
4. (7) Ryan Newman, Dodge, 330, engine
lure, S101517.
. (34) Kyle Petty, Dodge, 300, accident,
. 39) Randy Lalofe, Ford, 262, engine fail-
'$54,75.
00) Dale Jarrett, Ford, 194, accident,
. 37 Mike Wallace, Chevrolet, 180, oil
o,
9, (36) Todd Bodine, Dodge, 143, accident,
. (31) Hermie adler, Chevrolet, 130, han-
ding, $85.575,
1. (43) Mario Gosselin, Ford, 14, too slow,
36) Kirk Shelmerdine, Ford, 14, too
53,340,
(;50) ‘Margan shepherd, Dodge, 10, too
Winners average speed: 125044 mh.
hours, 0 minutes, 33 sec-

B85 8.5.8.8.9

R

ohnson
1 T38.950, 1 Mard

251 253 *tordon 1250 37, 1 ohmson 126

KBS 1McMurray'347-358; J.Johnson
5 1 KBusch 6346, 2.

Gordor 63252

artn ezaa 6.

6.161. 7. RNewmar enscith 5560

BV S G

College basketba

AP Men’s Top 25 fared

1. Kansas (0-0) di {!‘J
2 Wake Forest Bt

00l ot
a Nort}gcarolma @9 didn Fnlay
5. 1llinois (0-0) did not play.

& Syracuse (-0) beat Northern Colorado
104-54; beat Princeton 56-45.

ANK MCNAMARA

fay.
m dm not play.

2 W\Scunsm(ﬂ 0afd not f’
o0 @) did R By,
0-0)did not play.
) oeat Savamnah state
103 w beat Gcor Macon 755

onsaga 0.8 oG nox oy

AP Women’: s Top 25 fared

1. Tennessee (0- o) dm 0t play.
2/ Texas (1-0) ont state 846
3. TS0 G50} peat Maine 51 50; beat Arizona

ia
1 Stantord @ 0) did not D\aV
yor @1 lost o Ne_A LSU 7170,
& ROAR Carolina Qoddn ‘7
ame hezt ilinois state

14 Minnesota (1.0) beat UNLV% 69.
5 Michigan Sate (0- at) d ot lay.
2

2 da nmmay
19 Kansas State (0,0 ot p
20 Depaul 0:0)d lay.

s G158 No. 2 Texas

8
22.0klahoma (0-0) did not play.
23 Maryland (00 did not play.
23 Arizona (2:0) beat St. Mary's, Calif,
8772 beat Rice.
25. Louisiana Tech (0-0) did not play.

Sunday’s men’s scores

SOUTH
Clayton st. 90, North Florida 72

New Mexico 82, Dogue
samac\araQD N CamlmaA&TSz

Air Force 59, Jacksonwl\e %a
Minos <t &, Pen

MiSSSSiopi 4.5.

Boston College 67, Carleton 59
Georaia 0, Kent

Georgia Tech 1 oyt
Gonzaga 85, I.ew\s Clark St. 48
Hllinois 92, Lewi

lowags, La va\ (canada) e
{yoia of Chicagd 80, 5« Edward's 53

Mlchlgan S5, Mich
Purdue 103, St. Josep!

s HImo:s?E I.mco\n‘ Pa B
Siena Heights Frands 63
UTEP. i

3, N.M.

Villanova 71, Phil ade\phlasﬂ
Sunday’s women’s scores
souTH
LSu 71, Baylor 70
SOUTHWEST

Texas 84, Penn St, 69
Minnesota 77,

FAR West
Wasngton ba, South caralina 53
TOURNAMENT

Ohio St.76, Saint Joseptys 20

Drake 72, Johnson Financial 39
enyoné's Internet 5, Texas AaM 56

Florida 5 poris 57

Georgia sauthem 0, Team Reebok 58

Iilinois 92 Lewis 61

lowa St. 89, NW Missouri St. 48

Kansas st o7, Ahefes in Action 44

Kent t. 95, Ash

SRBI A Sovaiga 39
DY oS s Taouare &3

Pro soccer
MLS playolfs

LS Cup
sumiay. Nov. 14
At Carson, Cal
D.C. United 3, Kansas City 2

At
Santa Clara 1, Stanford 0

Tege Station Texas
llinois 2, Texas

1At Lawrence, Kan.
Nebraska 2, Kansas 1, OT
Portiand, Ore.

Portland 3, Colorado 0

At Austin, Texas
Texas 2, West Virginia |
‘At storrs, Conn.
Connecticut 4, Colgatd o

Notre Dame L x/\smns S

lottesville, Va.
Duke 3, Viginia
0 At Los Angeles

UCLA3, San Dlig 00
noxville, Tenn.

0
it Columbus, ohio
Onio st.3,Detrolt0 L+

inceton,
princeton 1, illanova 0. 301
ainesville, Fla.
Boston College 2, Centralk honaa 1
Washington 1 A4aut

¢ state Cnllege, Pa.
Maryland 1, Penn St

i Round

At Camipus sites
Noth Carolina (1902) vs. Santa Clara
Hingis 15,5 vs. Nebraska 14.80)

portland (1530) ¥ 5:6-2)
Connecticut (18 Notré Dame
uke (14-7-0) vs. UCLA (15-6-0)
Tennessee (17-4-2) vs. omo St (18-3: 3
(Eringeton” (7-2) Vs. " Boston~College
Washington (16-4-1) vs. Maryland (9-6-4)

WTA Tour Championships

Sunday
At The Staples Center

purse: $3 milion
Surface; Hard-indoor

Singles

Semifinals
Serena Williams, United States, def. Ame-

lieMauresmo, Frafce, 45, 76 3). ¢4,

arapova, fussia, def, Anastasia
MySHna, RUss, 56, 60 63
Dc ub|es

Cara Black, FoBaaE and Renae
Stubbs, Australia, def, Virginia Ruano Pas:
ual; Spain, and Paola Suarez, Argentina, 76

Petrova, Russia, and Meghann

Shaughnessy, United States. cet. Svetiana
Kyznetsova'and Elena Likhovtseva, Russia,

LPGA of

2pl
yurse: %%gmnnn
First Rallmi Aleml‘e Shot; Second Round,
Better Ball; Third Round, Scramble

inal Rous
Kuehne(s\uman‘ﬁucvun o118 29
Heschleonard,S1a7 s00 6363€3-155 -
el e RO Berts S350 60 6381190 26
Norman/McCarron, 87,500 65-64-62—191 25
Haas/Haas, $87.500 6161191 -25
Hoch/Perry, 6560192 24
Daly/Sabbatini, 572,500
Azinger/Browe, $70,000 19
Campbell/Riley, 567,500
Elkington/Mediate, $63,750 70-65-64—139 -17
Faldo/Funk, 363,750 -66-63-199 17
Howell Ill/Janzen, $60,000 71-65-64—200 -16
Taiheiyo Masters
Sunday
At Taiheiyo Club
temba, Jay
ihal
parren darke, reland 266
Lee Westwood, E 272
Ko Kaoar apan 72
Hidemasa Hoshino, Japan 274
Hidek! Kase, Japan 274
Nobuhiro Masude lapan 13687163215
Graeme cDowell, Nire. 275
hingo Katayama, i 75
hnstaray 276
ToruTamguchv,Japan 707168276
‘Azuima Yano, Japan 276

College hockey

Sunday’s scores

Massachusetts 6, Mercyhurs: 1
Northeastern 3, Erovidence
Michigan st.2, COmel 0

Ohio St. 5, N. Michigan 1

Alabama-Huntsville 4, Ar Force 1

Military basketbal

Mannheim Invitational

MANNHEIM, Germany - Resultsof the win:
-akeall game

RemetSin st Satbraay nigits Mamhem 1

tational - Community ~ Basketball - Tourna-

rmstadt 81, Ramstein 73
Halftime - arosta
Yop Sebrers. barmstadt: Terrance smith,
23 points; Fred Waddington, 20 points; Ram-
stein: Austin Layton, 23 points.

Sunday
At Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail, Magnolia
rove, Crossings Coursé
‘Mobile, Ala.

Purse: $800,000
Vardage: 6.253; Par: 72
un

oronTo BLUEAVE c\a\med RHP Seung
Song off waivers from Mont

Natio
N FRANCISCO GlAms—"i reed to terms

with SS Omar Vizquel on a three-year con-
H.0-Donofrie sm ) 2019 ik N v
—274 -1 National Baskelhall ASSOCI
)-70-64-71—274 -1 NBA—Sus| pended Seame F DEI’V\Y FOF‘SOV\
274 -1 lur one, gf'nme for an w to Me
-68-69-67—275 -1 ﬂd to F ChFIS sh \" a NOV
280 - E Fined L DS Ang Clipy P Iton
o 2 Bl ﬁstep 'Sdmav?a“' 'Q «%‘W\
3 Ao rant fou
281 7 i AT ¥ Sflandon A
-69-68-73—28] - son, ived FMat Frc\ﬂc P\accdrchnsﬂan
282 € Laenner on the Im.l‘.lled t.
282 € NEW ORLEANS HORNETS-
-71-67-73—282 ney Rogers on the injurec I
32 ¢ Jinorjfaringionrom i
283 - Am Basketball Assncnallon
-71-72-74—283 - nced tlant: ould replace
285 - GW\""&(( ar\d \sal\a‘ Cal Would replace
285 - Calqary on the league's schedule.
286 - ATLANTA—Announced the team name will
286 - be Mustangs. N
286 - DN'AM d G Satoshi
287 -] M‘)/
287 -] fISALIA—Announced the team name will
-71-73- *%gg R be Dawgs. Named Gerald PEIW coach.
290+ nﬂ! B;
-71-74-75-291 +: DALLAS COWBOVS Wawedc Tyrone Wil-
59 33 lame:
)-78-71-75—294 +t PITTSBURGH  STEELERS—Released QB
295 +i Brian St. Pierre. Signed RB Dante Brown

S HONEST ABOUT 1T,
He's VLAYIM N THE MINOR LEABOES
DURING THE NAL LOCKOUT
AE NEEDS THE PRCHECKS.

1 CANT TELL Y

| WRET A THRILL 17 15 |
| 0 EE PLAYING IN THE |
| SAME GANE WITH You,

AE\ . MR

(
I

s

i Tinds@lankmenamara com

WLRAdos

AsBN?AsTA\sIs
THE MOTS mel-\

from the practice sguad:

American HockE‘ eague

BINGHAMTON _ SENATORS—Recalled  F
Greq lonson from bee bee of the ECHL.
MONARCHS—Recalled

F
David steckel and F ban Welch from Reading
of the E

PILAGELPHIA PHANTOMS— Ace‘mred LW
Jon'Sim on loan from Utah for C Peter White.

Central Hockey League
TOPEKA lARANTIII.AS—WaIved F Justin
Williams.
I.ACC(DSS
al Lacrosse League
T ROGK -Released ¥ Mark craig
and F Bouby McBri d

Malor \ndoor socker League
BALTIMORE BLAST- Signed i Tim Wittman
toa 15-day contract as player- igne
Filachel Miwood to a 15-day contract.

COLLEGE
RHODE ISLAND COLLEGE Announcet [+
forfeiting a men's socces
r ) beLase dice
Dlavers, namcmated i idoos recreation:
al soccer league
WESTERN MICHIGAN—Fired Gary Darnell,
football coach.
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Three- goal qurry lifts United

United goaltender Nick Rimando (18) celebrates with teammates after beating Kansas City in the MLS Cup on Sunday.

Eskandarian’s goals turn MLS Cup

BY KEN PETERS
The Associated Press

CARSON, Calif. — Alecko Eskanda-
rian sported a wide grin and had a big
cigar clamped between his teeth.

“It’s not lit,” he said.

Asked about being spotted earlier
with a cigar that was, he chuckled and
said, “Yeah, but I didn’t inhale.”

Eskandarian had reason to be jo-
vial. He scored twice in a 4-minute
span in the first half to help D.C. Unit-
ed beat Kansas City 3-2 in the MLS
Cup on Sunday.

“What a great year we had,” said
Eskandarian, a 22-year-old former
University of Virginia star taken with
the first pick in the 2003 MLS Draft.

“We had a meeting last night, and
Earnie Stewart said that this group of
guys will be on the field together for
the last time. It was a great finish.”

His team might have to expand the
trophy case. In the nine years the
MLS Cup has been contested, United
has been in the final five times and
won four.

The championship was the second
for Peter Nowak. He was the MVP of
Chicago’s 1998 MLS Cup victory over
United, and was on the winning side
again this time as United’s rookie
coach.

He talked earlier about the disap-
pointment of losing the 2002 game,
when he and the Fire were defeated
by the Wizards.

“I got my trophy back,” Nowak
said. “When you raise a trophy as a
player or a coach, it's a satisfying feel-

ing.
“They [the players] make me look
like a genius, all their hard work. I put
them through hell, really worked
them, but now they get to enjoy it.”

United spotted the Wizards a goal
in the sixth minute, then scored three
times in a 7-minute span of the first
half.

Eskandarian’s goal in the 19th
minute tied it 1-1, and he added his
second goal 4 minutes later.

United built a two-goal lead on an
own-goal when a pass by Stewart de-
flected off Wizards defender Alex
Zotinca and into the net in the 26th
minute.

Kansas City closed to 3-2 on Josh
Wolff's penalty kick in the S8th
minute. The Wizards were awarded
the kick when United’s Dema Kov-
alenko, protecting the goal line, used
his hand to knock a shot by Davy Ar-
naud over the bar.

Kovalenko was ejected, the first
player sent off in the nine-year histo-
ry of the Cup.

Despite being down a man, United
held off the Wizards the rest of the

way.

Kansas City’s Bob Gansler, the Wiz-
ards’ coach when they won the title
four years ago, complimented United.

“To use an old bit of soccer wisdom,
you play about as well as your oppo-
nent lets you,” he said.

Freddy Adu, United’s 15-year-old
phenom, came on as a substitute in
the 65th minute to a roar from the
crowd of 25,797. He made a run down
the side with the ball late in the game,
but goalkeeper Bo Oshoniyi was able
to pick it up before Adu could get off a
shot.

Adu became the youngest member
of a major pro championship team in
the United States in modern sports
history.

“Even if I wasn’t going to get out
there, I was going to cheer my heart

out on the bench,” Adu said. “It’s awe-
some.”

After Jose Burciaga’s curling
35-yard shot gave the Wizards the
lead in the sixth minute, Eskandarian
got United rolling.

“Even after thelr first goal, I never
had any doubt we were going to win
this game,” Nowak said.

Eskandarian, whose father, Andri-
anik, played for the Cosmos of the
Nor erican Soccer League,
scored his first goal with a workman-
like individual effort. His second
came after a Kansas City clearing
pass bounced off his arm and toward
the Wizards’ goal.

Eskandarian, with the Wizards’
Diego Gutierrez tight on him at the
top of the box, controlled a pass from
Brian Carroll, whirled around Gutier-
rez and boomed the ball into the net to
draw United even.

He made it 2-1 when he came fly-
ing in — arm up — to deflect the ball
as Jimmy Conrad tried to kick it down-
field. As the ball rolled toward the
goal, Eskandarian chased it down and
then shot to the left as Oshoniyi went
the other way.

The apparent handball went unno-
ticed by referee Michael Kennedy.

“1 dldn‘l even know where the ball
hit me,” Eskandarian said. “It was
just what you learn in youth soccer —
you keep going until you hear a whis-
tle.”

Gansler said of the no-call, “If the
ref doesn’t call it, then it’s not a hand-
ba].l 1 applaud United's opportun-

The own-goal came when Stewart’s
hard cross bounced off Zotinca, who
was rushing back toward the goal.

San Jose has won the MLS Cup
twice, the only team other than Unit-
ed with multiple championships.

Maria Sharapova reacts after winning a game against Anas-
tasia Myskina during the semifinals of the WTA Tour Cham-
pionships. She plays Serena Williams in the final.

Williams earns
shot at revenge
with Sharapova

BY BETH HARRIS
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Serena Williams pretended she
couldn’t remember playing Maria Sharapova in the Wim-
bledon final, amnesia being a convenient way of forgetting
her one-sided loss.

“Idon’t know who it was,” she said, half serious and half
smiling. “I wasn’t at Wimbledon this year.”

The Russian trounced Williams 6-1, 6-4 for her first
Grand Slam title at 17, a victory that propelled Sharapova
to worldwide stardom and turned her blonde sex appeal
into a lucrative off-court indus

Williams won't be able to pretend Monday night, when
she plays Sharapova in the final of the season-ending WTA
Championships. The winner will receive $1 million, and a
car to donate to her favorite charity.

Williams won the tournament in 2001 and was second in
2002, while Sharapova is playing for the first time.
Sharapova is ranked sixth, and Williams is eighth.

“She obviously is going to want her revenge,” Sharapo-
vasaid. “Hey, I'm in the finals of the championships, and I
want it, too.”

Williams will try to salvage a season that, by her defini-
tion, wasn’t the best.

She won two titles, but no Grand Slams. She skipped the
Australian Open while rehabilitating her knee, then had
quarterfinal losses to Jennifer Capriati at both the French
and U.S. Opens and lost Wimbledon after beating Amelie
Mauresmo in a three-set semifinal.

On Sunday in &he semnﬁnals, Williams outlasted Maures-
mo 4-6, 7-6 (2), 6-4, -apova beat Anastasia Myski-
na 2-6,6-2, 6-2 for the first time after losing to her country-
‘woman &hree other times this year.

Mauresmo’s loss guaranteed Lindsay Davenport will re-
tain the top spot when the year-end WTA rankings are re-
leased Tuesday. The Frenchwoman had to win the tourna-
ment to topple Davenport, who failed to advance to the
semifinals. Davenport also ended the year No. 1 in 1998
and 2001.

Mauresmo failed to convert any of her 12 break points
in the third set, when Williams hit winners on 10 of them.

“I felt like I forced her to play her best level and really
‘make some passing shots and make some unbelievable
saves,” said Mauresmo, whose 11-match winning streak
ended.

Mauresmo had six break points in the fourth game, but
Williams held at 2-all. Williams outlasted Mauresmo in a
13-deuce, 32-point game to hold for a 5-3 lead.

“It was definitely intense,” Williams said. “Amelie was
playing some good shots and getting the balls back. Final-
Iy, I was able to just do it. It was really hard. She started
coming to the net a bit more and she was taking some pace
off the ball. Then I just decided to go for it.”
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Johnson sweep tightens Nextel Gup chase

Gordon, Earnhardt lose ground at Darlington

BY JENNA FRYER
The Associated Press

DARLINGTON, S.C. — Jeff
Gordon was disgusted and Dale
Earnhardt Jr. was disappointed.

Emotions were running high
after the Southern 500 on Sunday,
with both Gordon and Earnhardt
losing ground in the Nextel Cup
championship.

They were a long way off from
Jimmie Johnson, who used a sea-
son sweep at Darlington Raceway
to pull within striking distance of
his first title. Then there was Kurt
Busch, who once again overcame
every obstacle to retain his lead
in the standings.

The result is the closest points
race in NASCAR history heading
into the season finale next week-
end at Homestead-Miami Speed-
way.

Just 82 points separate Busch,
the leader, from fifth-place Mark
Martin.

“This is what we have now with
the points structure, a playoff sys-
tem where everybody is on edge,
everybody has to make those
split-second decisions and drive
the same way,” Busch said.

“There’s no real template on
what to do because this has never
been done before.”

The title is up for grabs among.
drivers so skilled that it's not a
question of who will win it, rather
who will lose it.

Gordon thinks he came awfully
close to giving up his chance Sun-

ay.
He was the most dominant driv-

er at Darlington, leading three
times for a race-high 155 laps.
But a mistake in the pits cost him
the victory. His car came down
on an air hose, causing a delay
that cost them the lead as they
pulled it out from under a tire and
continued on with the pit stop.

Gordon wound up third, and is
third in the standings, 21 points
behind Busch.

“Mistakes happen. I've made
them, everybody makes them,”
he said. “But right now at this
time in the game in this champion-
ship, that cost us a lot. I'm pretty
disappointed.”

He sounded pretty angry, too,
especially when he said “extra pit
practice” would be essential this
week in preparation for the fina-

le.
Earnhardt had his struggles, as
well.

His battery went dead late in
the race, and only a timely cau-
tion helped him avoid a disas-
trous finish. His crew had time to
change the battery under caution,
and he salvaged an 11th-place fin-
ish. But he lost ground in the
Chase. He’s fourth, 72 points
back.

“That’s too many, too many
points,” he said. “We’ll go to

Homestead and, damn, try our
best. But that's a lot of points for
one race, especially the way Jim-
mie and Jeff ran at the test at
Homestead, the way they always
run, and the way they’ve run late-
1

y.

“We’ll have to be lucky. Need to
be good, too. It’s hard to be both
at the same time.”

Busch has mastered that.

He battled an ill-handling car
throughout the race but still eked
out a sixth-place finish.

But no one is in better position
than Johnson, who went from
ninth place and seemingly out of
title contention six weeks ago to
within striking distance of his
first championship.

He has won four of the past five
races to slice his deficit from 247
out to right on Busch’s bumper.

Johnson has dedicated his sea-
son to the 10 people killed when a
Hendrick Motorsports  plane
crashed Oct. 24 en route to the
race at Martinsville Speedway.

“Fighting our way back in this
championship with what took
place with the airplane and Hen-
drick Motorsports, I just can’t be-
lieve it,” he said. “We have eight
wins now in the season with every-
one still healing from the loss
over everybody on that airplane.

“That void inside of me just
isn’t filled, but this certainly
helps. This is good medicine.
We'll just keep rolling with it.”

Johnson, who gave his crew
credit for getting him to the lead
late in the race with two fast pit

ie Johnson,center, gives a high five to his crew as they celebrate
ing the Mountain Dew Southern 500 on Sunday in Darlington, S.C.

wi
Johnson won both races held this season at Darlington, which will only
host one Nextel Cup race a year from now on.

stops, had to overtake rookie
Kasey Kahne and Jamie McMur-
ray after they stayed out when
the other leaders pitted for tires
during the last of eight caution pe-

Johnson’s Chevrolet beat Mar-
tin's Ford to the finish line to give
him his second Darlington win
this year.

The Southern 500, traditionally
run on Labor Day weekend, was
moved to November when
NASCAR gave the holiday date to
the newer, bigger California
Speedway. Darlington, which
holds only about 60,000 specta-
tors, will lose the second event to
Texas Motor Speedway next year
and will have only a race in May.

BY JENNA FRYER
The Associated Press

DARLINGTON, S.C. — Kurt
Busch has spun out, blown an en-
gine and raced a car that drove
more like a bulldozer. No matter
what the circumstances, none
has been bad enough to cost him
his points lead.

Busch battled an ill-handling
car throughout the Southern 500
on Sunday, but still eked out a
sixth-place finish. He left Dar-
lington Raceway with his lead in-
tact, and heads into next week’s
season finale with an 18-point ad-
vantage over Jimmie Johnson.

Four drivers are within strik-
ing distance of Busch, with 82
points separating first place
through fifth.

“This is what we have now
with the points structure, a play-
off system where everybody is
on edge, everybody has to make
those split-second decisions and
drive the same way,” Busch
said.

“There’s no real template on
what to do because this has
never been done before.”

If there’s no template, then
whatever plan Busch and his
Roush Racing team are follow-
ing should be the model for
every team to use.

Busch enters finale clinging to narrow points lead

Kurt Busch (97) collides with Brendan Gaughan (77) during Sunday’s NASCAR race in Darlington, S.C.
Busch finished sixth and held onto his Nextel Cup points lead despite battling an ill-handling car all day.

Everything that could wrong
has gone wrong for Busch dur-
ing NASCAR’s new 10-race play-
off format.

He spun out and nearly
wrecked in Kansas, yet still fin-
ished sixth. He wrecked on the
first lap at Charlotte, drove
through oil and had to slide
through the grass to avoid a cata-
strophic accident, yet still
‘wound up fourth.

The engine on the No. 97 Ford
blew up in Atlanta, and he ended
up 42nd for his only finish out-
side the top 10 in a Chase race.

Last week he spun out twice at
Phoenix, and seemed headed for

a miserable day at Darlington
when the handling on his car
went away shortly after the start
of the race.

As the sun went down, Busch
lost sight of the cars around him
on the track and ran into Bren-
dan Gaughan to cause fender
damage.

Still, his crew worked hard all
day to keep his car competitive
and salvage his spot on top of the
standings.

“Thats what it takes for any
team to win a championship —
to prosper from a horrible day,”
Busch said. “We feel as if we
dodged a bullet.”

But there’s still more work to
do.

The points race between the top
five drivers — Jeff Gordon is 21
back, Dale Earnhardt Jr. is 72
back and Mark Martin is 82 out —
is the closest in the modern era

Qualifying to
be revamped
next season

The Associated Press

DARLINGTON, S.C. — A new
post-qualifying procedure de-
signed to save money and signifi-
cantly alter racing weekends
begin next season in NASCAR.

Car owner Jack Roush said he

and his crew chiefs were briefed
on the measures Saturday at Dar-
lington Raceway. NASCAR is ex-
pected to announce the plans this
week.
Under the plan, qualifying
would be moved from Friday to
Saturday, then the cars would be
impounded. They would then line
up Sundays with no tire, gear or
shock absorber changes.

NASCAR  chairman  Brian
France said the plans are still
under jon. If imple-

And the 18-point
tween Busch and Johnson is lhe
third closest.

Car owner Jack Roush wants
his driver to stay grounded.

“It’s his to lose,” Roush said. “T
told everybody that we expect to
win and hope to win, but we've
got to prepare to lose and how
we're going to deal with the frus-
tration of having it all go up-
side-down after it's been so good
for so long.”

mented, France said “time is the
cost theyll be helping teams
save.”

Roush said it was a “water-
shed” change for Nextel Cup.

“I think it will save the teams
money. I think it will result in at
least as good if not more exciting
racing and we’ll look back at it
after we've done it for a while
like, ‘Wow, why had we done it
any other way,’ ” he said. “It’s all
good news.”
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Dooling helps rescue Heat in 20T

BY TIM REYNOLDS
The Associated Press

MIAMI — There probably will be games
this season when Shaquille O’Neal’s dismal
free-throw shooting plays a critical role in
a Miami Heat loss.

It nearly happened Sunday.

O’Neal missed 12 of his 17 attempts from
the line, yet Miami — playing without Dwy-
ane Wade, out again with a sprained left
ankle — managed to hold off the Milwau-
kee Bucks 112-110 in double overtime.

“Am I worried about it? No,” O'Neal
said. “I don’t worry about it. I didn’t shoot
well from the line tonight, but my other
guys stuck up for me. They just need to
know that when they really, really need
me, I'll be there. I wasn’t there today, but
T'll be there when they need me.”

O'Neal had 19 points and 18 rebounds to
help the Heat improve to 5-2 and tie Indi-

ana for the best start in the Eastern Confer-

Miami’s Keyon Dooling forced a second
overtime with a running layup with 1.4 sec-
onds left in the first extra session, keying
what turned into a 11-0 Heat run that
doomed Milwaukee’s three-game winning
streak.

0’Neal had his third straight double-dou-
ble for Miami, which snapped a two-game
losing streak in dramatic fashion. He
helped stopped Milwaukee’s fourth-quar-
ter momentum with two late baskets, first
following up his own missed one-handed
dunk try with a two-handed jam that
brought Miami to 85-84, then a turnaround
shot that put the Heat ahead 86-85 with 3
minutes left in regulation.

Plus, he took charges, had four assists
and blocked four shots in a season-high 42

minutes.
“T’ll take 19 points from Shaq in 42 min-

utes of play every time we play him,” said
Bucks coach Terry Porter, who resorted to
the Hack-a-Shaq fouling scheme on one
possession in the fourth quarter; O’Neal
made one of the two free throws on that
trip. “Our guys did a good job. ... He’s a lot
of man to guard.”

But O’Neal — whose free-throw percent-
age for the season is down to 36.8 percent,
low even by his abysmal career standards
— missed all three of his foul-line chances
in the first overtime. He got bailed out by
Dooling’s running layup with 1.4 seconds
remaining that sent the game to another
extra period.

“What he needs is a belief in his tech-
nique, but because he hasn’t been a good
free throw shooter, when a couple don’t go
in his technique changes,” Heat coach Stan
Van Gundy said. “I'm not telling you he’s
going to shoot 90 percent. I'm telling you
that he can shoot 60 percent if he sticks
with what he’s doing.”

Heat guard Keyon Dooling (5) jumps mlo
the arms of Damon Jones after Dooling tied
the game at the end of the first Wertlme
against the Bucks. mi won in double OT.

Kings finding comfort at home

The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — After
a slow start, the Sacramento
Kings are beginning to look more
like themselves at home.

Brad Miller had 26 points and
nine rebounds, and the Kings
earned their second straight win
at home by beating the Denver
Nuggets 101-89 Sunday night.

The Kings opened the season
by losing four
of five games,
the only win a

lopsided deci-
sion at_home

ags

NBA
roundup

to won its first road éame on Sat-
urday in Phoenix before return-
mg home to knock off the Nug-

get:

“Thls is Sacramento, we don’t
lose at home,” Miller said.

“We've won two in a row and
hopefully that has turned us
around. When we move the ball
and play our game, we're still
tough to beat.”

Miller, an All-Star the past two
seasons, made seven of eight
shots from the field — including
both three-point attempts — and
10 of 11 free throws.

He scored 11 points in the third
quarter as the Kings stretched
their lead to 77-63. The advantage
stayed in double figures through
much of the fourth quarter as
Denver lost its 16th straight game
in Sacramento, dating to Jan. 7,

996,

Kings center Brad Miller shoots over Nuggets defender Bryon Russell
during the second half. Miller had 26 points on 7-for-8 shooting.
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“They are always one of the
best home teams in the league
and they just outplayed us,” Den-
ver guard Earl Boykins sand

Peja Stojakovic had 22 points,
Mike Bibby scored 20, and Dari-
us Songaila added 10 for Sacra-
mento, which has four games re-
maining on its homestand.

‘The homestand got off to a good
start despite a lack of production
from Chris Webber, who was in
foul trouble and finished with 10
points and nine rebounds.

Denver never got going offen-
sively. The Nuggets missed con-
tinually from outside and never
found the going easy on the in-
side, either, shooting 38 percent.

Carmelo Anthony provided the
only consistent production for

grabbing six rebounds. However,
he was 10-of-23 and had three
turnovers.

“He’s tough to cover, he’s very
talented,” said Stojakovic, who
guarded Anthony. “If you guard
him close he will just go by you. I
received a lot of help. I think we
forced him to take some tough
shots.

SuperSonics 118, Grizzlies
113: At Seattle, Ray Allen scored
a season-high 34 points and the
SuperSonics overcame a 21-point
deficit for their sixth consecutive
victory.
Antonio Daniels added 28
points for the Sonics, undefeated
since an opening-night loss to the
Los Angeles Clippers. Pau Gasol

led Memphis with 25 points.

Mavericks 122, Wizards 113:
Dirk Nowitzki had 32 points, 13 re-
bounds and five assists, and
former Wizards player Jerry
Stackhouse added 28 points for
visiting Dallas (7-1).

Stackhouse hit three
three-] pomlers during a pivotal
23-6 run in the fourth quarter, to
help the Mavericks win for the
seventh time in eight games

Former Maverick Antawn
Jamison and Larry Hughes each
had 23 points for Washington.

76ers 96, Magic 87: Allen
Iverson had 29 points and 12 as-
sists to help the 76ers improve to
3-0in their five-game homestand.
Grant Hill led Orlando with 18
points.
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Giants sign SS Vizquel
to 3-year, $12.25M deal

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Free
agent shortstop Omar Vizquel has
agreed to terms with the San
Francisco Giants, the team an-
nounced Sunday.

Vizquel agreed to a $12.25 mil-
lion, three-year contract, a person
close to the negotiations told The
Associated Press on condition of
anonymity.

Vizquel, a nine-time Gold
Glove winner, becomes the first
of 207 free agents to join a new
team, and the second to sign over-
all after Texas reliever Doug
Brocail returned to the Rangers
on Friday on a $1 million,
one-year deal.

The 37-year-old Vizquel, one of
baseball’s best defensive short-
stops and a switch-hitter, batted
291 (165-for-567) with seven
homers and 59 RBISs last season
for the Cleveland Indians. He
also scored 82 runs, stole 19 bases
and did not commit an error over
the last 55 games.

Vizquel filed for free agency
last month after the Indians de-
clined to pick up his $5 million op-
tion for 2005. Vizquel had said he
wanted to return for a 12th sea-
son in Cleveland, where he grew
into one of the franchise’s most

Play the

—
WIN CASH!

Mondays in Stars and Stripes
and on Oconus.com

Sports briefs

popular players, but the Indians
said his return would be “a long
shot.” General manager Mark
Shapiro’s priority this offseason
is pitching.

San Francisco signed Deivi
Cruz, the Giants’ primary short-
stop last season, to an $800,000,
one-year contract earlier this
month, but general manager
Brian Sabean made it clear he
was looking for a long-term solu-
tion in the position.

Daly-Donofrio cruises in
LGPA’s champions tournament

MOBILE, Ala. — Heather
Daly-Donofrio cruised to
four-stroke win Sunday in the
LPGA Tournament of Champi-
ons, securing a three-year exemp-
tion on the LPGA Tour.

Daly-Donofrio wasn’t supposed
to be in the select field, but got in
when tournament officials extend-
ed the eligibility criteria to in-
clude winners from 2001.

he shot a 70 to finish at
19-under 269. Laura Diaz birdied
the last two holes to shoot 69 and
finished second.

New York, four other cities
submit bids for 2012 Games

LAUSANNE, Switzerland —
The IOC received bids to host the
2012 Summer Olympics from Lon-
don, Madrid, Moscow, New York
and Paris.

Representatives from London
and Madrid were at the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee’s head-
quarters Monday to present their
bids. The other three Ccities
mailed their bids.

The host will be selected by the
10C in Singapore in July 2005.
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Sooners still No. 2 in BGS

Computers give Oklahoma edge over Auburn

BY RALPH D. RUSSO
The Associated Press

Oklahoma remained second in
the Bowl Championship Series
standings Monday, holding off Au-
burn because of a stronger com-
puter ranking.

Southern California is still No.
1 with a grade of .9808.

Oklahoma'’s grade is .9621, and
Auburn’s is .9350.

Last week, the Sooners led the
Tigers by .0567. Now, Oklahoma’s
lead is down to .0271.

The Tigers made up lots of
ground on the Sooners in the polls
on Sunday, tying Oklahoma for
second in The Associated Press
Top 25 and getting within two
points of No. 2 in the coaches poll.

The polls each count for a third
of a BCS grade. A compilation of
six computer rankings make up
the other third, and according to
the computers Oklahoma is the
best team in the country.

USC's is second in the comput-
er rankings and Auburn is third.

The top two teams in the final
BCS standings, which will be re-
leased Dec. 5, play for the nation-
al title in the Orange Bowl on Jan.

Bowl champlonshlp Series standings
Nov. 1
AP A/EPll Computer BCS.

Rk Pts Pct R Pe Rk Pts. Pﬂ Avg Pv
. Southern Cal o LI 9808 1
. Oklahoma 2 1536 .9452 2 1435 9410 1 100 L 0ﬂ0 9621 2
. Auburn 1536 .9452 3 1433 9397 3 9 9350 3
. California 4 1409 8671 4 1311 .8597 5 8 830 8522 4
6 1301 .8006 5 1222 .8013 4 84 B840 8140 6
5 1316 8098 6 1203 7889 6 82 .820 .8062 7
7 1279 .7871 7 1191 7810 9 68 .680 .7494 9
10 1004 6178 8 999 651 13 49 490 S&6 12
13797 4905 12 87 53 8 72 70 5843 10
8 1046 6437 11 880 5770 14 46 5602 14
11 979 6025 10 947 6210 16 42 420 5478 8
12 834 5132 3 774 5075 10 62 .620 .5469 17

. Wisconsin 9 1012 6228 948 G216 18 38 380 5415
. Arizona St. 20 442 2720 21 411 2695 7 76 .760 4338 16
. Virginia Tech t15 733 4511 15 688 4511 17 39 390 .4307 18
 LsU 14 78 4837 14 771 5056 19 29 290 dzea 19
 Tennessee 05 73 4511 16 580 3803 15 44 440 428 15
. lowa 17 626 3852 17 519 3403 11 51 510 4119 20
. Virginia 541 3329 18 501 3285 21 26 .260 .3071 11
). Texas A&M 22 274 .1686 22 272 .178 12 50 .500 .2823 21
. Boston College 19 490 3015 19 433 2839 23 6 060 2152 23
. Oklahoma St. 23 223 1372 23 229 1502 20 28 .280 .1891 22
. West Virginia 21 330 2031 20 419 2748 NR 2 020 .1659 13
. UTE i Dee 2w G 2 b e b ot
5 Bawhn 25 0258 24 000 NR
veraNge is. calculated by averagm? the Dercent tulals of the Assuc\ated Press.

USA Tcday/ESP Coaches and Computer polls.

Auburn surged on the heels of
its 24-6 victory over Southeastern
Conference rival Georgia on Sat-
urday. Oklahoma beat Nebraska
30-3, but appeared to be hurt in
the polls by recent close calls
against Oklahoma State and
Texas A&M. The computers, how-
ever, have been partial to the
Sooners’ quality wins away from
home in the Big 12 and strength

Texas (.8140) is fifth and Utah
(.8062) is back in the sixth spot,
after slipping to seventh last
week.

The unbeaten Utes are trying
to become the first team from a
mid-major conference to earn a
BCS bid. They can lock up a spot
by finishing in the top six. Utah is
0568 ahead of seventh-place

The Trojans, Sooners and Ti- of schedule.

gers are all 10-0.

California (.8522)

Michigan with a game to play
against Mountain West Confer-

is fourth, ence rival BYU on Saturday.

System not built for three unbeatens

BY RALPH D. RUSSO

The Associated Press

AUBURN, Ala. — Auburn made its case on the
field — and off — and enough voters were swayed.

The Tigers moved up to No. 2 in The Associated
Press Top 25 on Sunday, but they’re not alone. Au-
burn and Oklahoma now share the spot behind No. 1
Southern California in the media poll.

And they're only separated in the coaches poll by
two points, with the Sooners holding the slim advan-
tage.
Oklahoma'’s lead in the Bowl Championship Se-
ries standings shrunk, too, as Auburn closed the gap
fell from .0567 to .0271. The annual debate about the
BCS is about to reach a fever pitch.

With three weekends of football left before the

are the chances
of three major conference teams finishing unbeaten
is a distinct possibility.

USC will play in the Orange Bowl for the BCS title
on Jan. 4 with little protest if it wins its remaining
two games.

As for the Tigers and Sooners, with two wins each,
one will be on the way to Miami while the other is
left to wonder why a 12-0 record and a major confer-
ence championship wasn’t good enough.

This much is clear: If USC, Oklahoma and Au-
burn all run the table, a team deserving a shot at the
national championship isn’t going to get it. Nice job,

CS.

Auburn and Oklahoma each received 1,536 points
in the latest AP poll. The Tigers got six ﬁrsl place
votes and the Sooners received eight. Last week,
Oklahoma led Auburn by 43 and had 10 first- place
votes to the Tigers’ three.

Auburn made a convincing case Saturday against
Georgia, beating the Bulldogs 24-6. It was Auburn’s
ninth victory of the season by at least two touch-
downs.

“I haven’t talked much about the BCS until this
point,” Auburn coach Tommy Tuberville said Satur-
day. “We had to get over this hump because of how
good that team [Georgia] is.”

Now, Tuberville is ready to talk about the BCS.

He made those comments not at the postgame
news conference, but during an impromptu post-

postgame news conference in
the pressbox at Jordan-Hare Sta-
dium. Tuberville admittedly
dropped by to do a little lobby-

ing.

Who knows whether it helped?
It’s doubtful that he could have said anything that
was more persuasive than his team’s stellar perfor-
mance.

The Sooners beat Nebraska 30-3 on Saturday
night, but it was their close calls the previous two
weeks against Oklahoma State and Texas A&M that
left the voters questioning Oklahoma’s credentials.

The Sooners beat the Cowboys by three and the
Aggies by seven, playing poor defense in each game.

Despite the struggles, Oklahoma’s résumé stacks
up well with Auburn’s. Both are 10-0 with three vic-
tories against ranked opponents.

The Tigers have been winning more decisively,
by an average of 25 points. The Sooners average
margin is 16.8, but so far they've played a tougher
schedule.

The Tigers’ nonconference slate served up three
cupcakes — Louisiana-Monroe, The Citadel and
Louisiana Tech.

Oklahoma’s nonconference schedule at least of-
fered a couple of solid teams in Bowling Green and
Oregon to go along with pushover Houston.

“Strength of schedule is important, but it's also
how you are playing,” Tuberville said. “I’s not like
we’ve been winning by two or three points. We've
been pretty much naming our score.”

To Oklahoma’s credit, its recent tight games came
on the road against ranked Big 12 teams. And the
Sooners’ 12-0 win over Texas came on a neutral
field.

‘Auburn goes on the road Saturday to face Ala-
bama before a likely rematch with Tennessee in the
SEC title game in Atlanta on Dec.

Win those two and the Tigers won't have to an-
swer any questions about their schedule strength.

Oklahoma’s remaining schedule is easier with
Baylor and the Big 12 title game in Kansas City on
Dec. 4 against one of weaklings from the North divi-
sion, which doesn’t bode well for the Sooners if Au-
burn wins out.

Or the BCS, which for all its tweaks and revisions
is again on its way to solving nothing.
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[ NFL scoreboard

American Conference

East
wLT PF
New England 8 1 0 889237152
NY. Jets 63 0 667202 1

Buffalo 36 0 .333 143 166

Miami 18 0 111123 18
South

Indianapolis 63 0 667298 220

Jacks 63 0 667151 163

uston 45 0 444185 223

Tennessee 36 0 333168 197
North

Pittsburgh 8 10 889221 147

Baltimore 63 0 667174 130

Cincinnati 45 0 444169 179

Cleveland 36 0 333170 198
West

Denver 63 0 667199 154

63 0 667262173

Kansas City 36 0 333257238

Oakland 36 0 333165247

National Conference

East
wLT PF
Philadelphia 710 875189 131
N.Y. Giants 540 55 186 I
alias 35 0 1375 141 203
Washington 360 333125150
South
Atlanta 72 0 778194 184
New Orleans 45 0 444 198 254
Tampa Bay 360 333157 179
carolina 270 222161 212
North
Green Bay 5 4 0 55 240 217
Minnesota 54 0 55 242 227
icago 45 0 444 155 159
Detroit 45 0 444 164 194
West
st. Louis 5 4 0 55203 217
Seattle 5 4 0 55 206 168
Arizona 45 0 444 167 179
San Francisco 18 0 111172 261

Sunday's games
Chicago 19, Tennessee 17,

Crion Bay 3k Mianesota 31
Garolina 37 San Francisco 27
New England 29, Bu
pen: Miami, Denver, Oakland san Diego

lay’
Philadelphia al Danas

iay, Nov. 21
Dallas at Balipore

San Francisco at Tampa Bay
Miami at Seattle
San Diego at 0akiand
Atlanta a
Washington at Phl\ade\pma
Green tou

v, Nov. 22
New England at ot ity

Sunday
Bears 19, Titans 17 (0T)
Chicago 0773 2-19
Tennessee 0010 o1

Jen—Mason 29 pass o Volek (ander-
ck), 2:1

ond Quarter
45 interception

Chi—Haynes return
(edinger kick), :18.

Quai
Chi—McQuarters 75 bant return (Edinger
kick), 11:04.
h Quarter
Ten—F Anderson 35 1
Jen—Bennett 47 pass from Volek (Ander-
sonkick), 600,
Chi—i

oer 2,52
Chi-satety, Miler taekied in end zone,
A=68.932.

chi  Ten
First downs. 10 14
Total Net Yards 6 390
Rushes-yards. 34101 2472
issing 31
Punt Returns 6100 7-34
Kickoff R 5108 4108
Interceptions Ret. 145 221
-Att-Int 10282 27-44-1
sacked-Yards Lost 541 316
unts 11463 9438
Fumbles-Lost 21 42
Penalties-Yards £
Time of Possession :09  30:08
INDIVIDUAL STATISICS
9-_Chicago, Thomas 20-12. Wade

Rushing
3 Dol Barian L 1 e
rown 20.62, Volek 15, Smith 2+ o

10-28-2-116.

Passing—Chicago, Krenzel
unnessee, Volek Cngd

Wade 463, Thomas
3 llLC\arkl 24, ereel L Berrian 18, Tem
3 - nett 6-

inney 2-14, Bro\

o Troupe 1-5, Fleming

issed field goals—Chicago, Edinger 39
W onneased Henir i i, 5556

Colts 49, Texans 14
Houston 007 7-14
Indianapolis 71421 7-49

First Quarter
._Ind—Stokley 4 pass from Manning (Vander-
jagt kick), 7:52.

Second Quarter
I Wayne s pass from Manning (Vander-
jagt kic}
ind—Clark 1 pass from Manning (Vander-
jagt kick), 4:02.

ird Quar
Ind—stokley BB pase rom  Manning
(Vanderjagt i, 1401

Ind—Sander: 37 fumble return (Vander-
jagt kmo 130

Hol Dawslrun(K_Bmwnk\Ck),ZZB

Ind—Clark 80 pass from Manning (Vander-
jagt kick), 1:36.

Fous

irth Quarter
- Davie 1 un (kErown o,

I Rchins T imereepton  retur
(vanuerﬁt kdcio, 135.
Hou  Ind
First downs 20
Total Net Yards 32 38
Rushes-yards 37132 20:86
Passin 170 312
Punt 219 247
Kickoff Returns 7166 370
Interceptions Ret. 234 377
omp-+ 2413 18272
Sacked-Yards Lost 545 18
unt: 4338 3410
Fumbles-Lost 31 10
Penalties-vards 865 1185
Fine of ossossion 3541 2419
INDIVIDUAL STATISICS

i
ushing-Houston, Bavis 3198, & Johnson
LI S ke 16, dianapons,

James 2085,

o Saing.Houston, e 22.413.215.India-
Mannmg 18:27-2:370.

uston, Davis 7-54, Adohnson

o o

659, Catinéy
Rillr 1-6,Norrs 1:4 wensummusl,
indiznaplis, SLoKE 3,

Clark 3102/ Harrisan 223, Pollard 217,

ield goals—Houston, K Brown 55
polis, Vanderjagt 39 (WL).

Ravens 20, Jets 11 (OT)

3-20
IR

Balti
NY.Jets©

Second Quarter
NY—Martin 1 7on Brion R, 13:
27  Fon (arien ki, 354

ore 6 pass from Boller (Stover

‘Third Quarter
Bal—FG Stover 24, 8:

Quarter
Bal—Moore 16 pass irom Boller (Stover

Kick), 4:13.
NY-FG Brien 20, :05.
Overtime
Bal—FG Stover 42, 7:35.
A=TI826.
Bal  NY
First downs 18 16
Total Net Yarcs 2% 305
Rushes- 3276 3615
1 149
unt Returns 745 321
ickoff Returns 4101 362
Interceptions et. 178 00
19330 13231
Sackacvards Lost 3277 52
unts 7389 9411
umbles-Lost 21 10
enalties-Yards 5B e
ime of Possession 3329
NDVIDUAL STATISICS

Rushing-Baltimore, J.Lewis 30-71,
2.5 New York,Martin 38-119 Carter 522 Jo
jan 3

vasﬂng—nanlmnn,

Boller 16:33:0-213.

mith 125< Y
‘York, Moss 3- e
Carems 2-30, Mzmn 2-5, Jurdzn 1-25, Baker
-19, Sowell 1-2.
ed field goals None.
Rams 23, Seahawks 12

Seattle 066 0-12
St Louis 433 3-23

1
irst Quarter
(SSurs 15 e e Buiger (Wilkins
ich
8 kson 4 run (Wilking kick),6:51.
Second Quar

StL—FG Wilking 30, 1208
Sea—FG J.Brown 28, 6:50.
Sea—FG Jrown 30, 03,
uarter
StL—FG Wilkins 47,992,

ushe -
assi 166 260
unt 220 00
ickoff Returns 6-168  5-110
Interceptions Ret. 0-0 1-0
-Att-| 15-36-1 23-34-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-6 12
n 3493 3460
umbles I.ost 1'1 22
“n Ts
lme af Passessmn 3427

INDIVIDUAL S'AYISICS

Rushing—Seattle, Alexander ~ 22-176,
Strong 3 10, Morris 2-3, Hasse\heck 1-17. St.
aulk 16-139, Jackson 10-47, Buiger

ing—Seattle, Stevens 334, Jackson
5 Engram 328, Hobinson 250, Rce 1.8
& Sirong 17, Alexander 15,

Lo
Holt

son 15 Furey 18, Goodspeed 17 i
Nissed feid goals—None.

Falcons 24, Buccaneers 14

Tampa Bay 077 0-14

1070 7-24

First Quarter

AU—FG Feely 35, 1.
Ati-Duckett 2 rin (Feely Kick), 522.
AtI—Duckett I un (Foely Kck), 10:25,

TB=Clayton 25 pass from Griese (Gramati-

ca kick
ird Quar

Y Dl\gerzz P S aRese (Gramatica

irth Quar
Au—mmmer S e om Vick (Fecly

AU
14 18

193325

2368 39205

125 120

224 20

5118 374

Interceptions Ret. 0 18
omp-Att-Int 19261 8161
Sacked-Yards Lost 749 527
unts 393 6417
imbles-L 00
Penalties-Yards 1383 645
2931 3029

DIVIDUAL STATISICS

ing.-Tampa Bay, iftman 202, cay-
on T a3 Creas . Aflants
I‘)unn 776, Vick 573, Duckett 12-53, Grifh

ampa Bay, Griese 19-26-1-174.
hicy V|ck8 16114
Recei 1pa Bay, Clayton 6-90, Dilg-
er S a4 1, Cook 210, calloway
o) mrewcmsx ) : Crumpler 4-11
/50, Dumn 5. D
feld goals—None.

Jaguars 23, Lions 17 (0T)

00 017 0-17
370 6-23

Detroit

Jacksonville
First Quarter

Jac—Toefield 12 pass from Garrard

(Scobee kick),
Second Quarter
fac—FGSeabes 3190

Jac—Glones L run (Scubee klck). :49.

et —Drummond 55 Sent return (Hanson
g, 1397,

~FG Hanson 21, 6:30.
Drummond 83 punt return (Hanson

Overtime
Jac—J.5mith 36 pass from Garrard, 9:32.
A—66,431.

et sac
First downs 0w 2
Total Net Yards 10 415
Rushes-yards 1981 50-239
assing 109 176
unt Returns 619 435
ickoff Returns 258 358
et. 00 121
omp-Att-int 11331 19360
Sacked-Yards Lost 212 3%
6442 8396
umbles-Lost 00 00
Penalties-Yards 845 1099
ime of Possessio 2344 4L
INDIVIDUAL STATIS

cS.

Rushing—| K.Jones 19-81. Jackson-
le: rGaylor zg 4, Garrard 743, Toeneld
1, G.Jon

u Harrington 11-33-1-121.

m. 7M0ILA\exander314 RWill-

n 2-13, K.jones

S acksomuile, 19nith 108, Br3cy 337

ior 331, Toetield 2.16, G.Jonés 1.5, RWI-
A -5, Edwards 1-4, YOGET 12

Missed fieldgoal-Detroit,” Hanson 32

Saints 27, Chiefs 20

Kansas City 0 30 7-20
Neworleans  _orter® 4 31077
oG Kenrison S edeTom ereen (Tynes
icl

KOS Tynes 24, 227. brive: 13 plays, 60
yards, 6:43.

Second Quarter
NO—Brooks 1 run (Carney kick), 14:54.
NO—McAlister 13 run (Carney kick),
KC—FG Tynes 44, 6:04.

hird Quarter
NO—FG Camney 35, 10:05,
h Quarter
—£G Carney 38,1

KC—Blaylock 3 run (Tyn¢
NGHon 5 oot etk Garney
Kick), 5:28.
A—64,900.

First downs 28

3 \m:k 33185,
croen nz mch Fason 1.3, Konmison 1.0,
New Orleans, MCAllster 16-121, Stalworth

vi 2 Kansas City, Kennison 7-121,
gonzalez 671, Morton 459, Blaylock 338,
al ans,
24 wnnams L sxauworm 311, Pathon
233 Kamey 17, Stecker 1
issed field goals—Non

Steelers 24, Browns 10

Pitsburgh 17 0u-2
00 7-10

Cle—6 P Dawsan st 5,
Pit—Bettis 5 run (Reed kick), :41.

Second Quarter
Pit—Bettis 1 run (Reed kick), 4:29.
arter

ou
—FG Reed 20, 12:25.
bl Stuvaints 24" fumble. retum (Reed
ich

e a7 pass from Holcomb (.Daw-
son kick), 6:23.

A=T3,703.

Pt cle
First dow 18 1
Tominet Vards 300 228
Rushes- 47180 22:68
Passm 120 160
punt R 229 114
ickoff 248 5105
oker2aptions Ret 20 12
Comp-Att-int 10161 12-252
Sacked-vards Lost 214 414
ts 4928 5380
Fumbles-Lost 0 32
Penalties-Yards 38 311
ime of Possession 36:00  24:00
BorvoAL STATIICS

Rus! ettis 29-103, Parker
844, Noemhsberger 55 Brown 1. Ward
2(minus 7). Cleveland, Suggs 1838, Garcia

Roethisberger

?asslngfvlnshurgh §
61 ‘Garcia 7-16-1-110, Hol

comb 5 5—9 i

cﬁ ittsburgh, Burress 5:66, Ward

3.45, Randle €1 115, Bettls 17, Clev

FJacksor\ S:6L Northeutt 2:69. ryant 2:26,
el

8,Shea 1-7, 3.
(Mlyssed Tield ‘goal—Pittsburgh, Reed 24

Bengals 17, Redskins 10

710 0 0-17
00 010-10

First Quarter
Cin—R.Johnson 1 run (Graham kick), 5:37.
cv)‘ Stewart 1 pass from Palmer (Graham

8.
Quarter
Was—FG Kimiin 53, 536,

/as—Cooley 9 pass from Ramsey (Kimrin
kick), 2:22.
A-87,786.
cin  Was
First d 97
FotalNet vards 316 268
Rushes-yards 3499 2087
passin 27 81
Punt Returns 48 43
Kickoff Returns 229 464
Interceptions et. 342 231
24392 19463
Sacked Vards Lost 00 53
6301 642
Pena\lles Vards 550 750
ime of Possession 3250 27:10

IVIDUAL STATISICS
hing—Cincinnati, R Johns:

Houshmandzadeh 10, pa in
ington, Portis 17-81, Brunell 23, Ram-

S

WEasting-Gincinnat, palmer 24392217,

nglon, Ramsey  16:37-2210, runel

e L& Gardn

ng—Cir
~Clohnson 6

7:59, 559,
Walfer 2:23, Watson
1Johns

cob54 37 Poriis 3 Meeants 2, Garingr

ington, Cole:

y 1.9,
(2eq Heid Goal—Washington, Kimrin 47

Wb,

Cardinals 17, Giants 14
N.Y. Giants 770 0-14
Arizona 010 7 0-17

First Quarter
o =Shockey 2pass rom Warner (Chistie
ick),

nd Quarter

cor

Ari ackers 41, 13:36.

NY—Barber 2 run (Christie kick), 9:03.

Smith 2 run (Rackers kick), :39.
‘Third

Smith 3 run (Rackers kick), 1:11.

X NYan
First downs 191
Total Net Yards 08 17
Rushes-yards 28147 32104
161 7
Pt Relums 17 565
Kickoff Returns 239 362
ImercEDlmns Ret. 00 00
19310 12240
SockadVards Lost 632 2l
Punts 5468 6462
Fumbles-Lost 00 20
Ponatios-vards 1097 315
Time of Possession 3327 2633
INDIVIDUAL STATISICS.

ew York Barber 21-108 Dayne

319 a1, Wamer 35 rso
it 1967, Hambrick 7-22. ‘Ayanbades

537 Wecown’
Pa:

Warner 19.300-193,

Recei
ber 553, Shockey 436, Tayior "5 N
1-8. Arizona, Boldin 5-31, B.ohnson 3-32, Ay-
anbadejo 116, KWilliams 15, F.jones' 1-4,
Fitzgerald 1

(eMissed i field goal—New York, Christie 44

Packers 34, Vikings 31

73 714-31
717 010-34

inesota
Green Bay
p 615 Walker 50 pzssgrom Favre (Longwell
icl
Wiggins 13 pass from Culpepper
(Andgroon ﬂcm 6:25.

(Safisher 2 St e Wongwel
ic
Rih P Andersen 21,847,
(B anks 17 pass from Favre (Longwell

ic

B8 Longwel 43, o0,

Third Qua

Min-Burleson § pass "Fom culpepper

(Andersen kick), 2:

h Quar

GB—Henderson & pass Hom Favre (Long-

well kick), 13:24.
Min—Smith 2 pass from Culpepper (Ander-

senkickd, 253,
—M.Williams 17 pass from Culpepper
(Andnrscn .
ong

wel 33, 0:00.
Min  GB
First dowr 2 24
Total Net vms a6 41
Rushes-y 1671 35206
34 23
urns LeD) 27
iekor Returns 598 6163
ns Re - 00
27-440 20-290
418 0
5352 3303
00 3
Ry
30:11

mmvmun STATISICS.

Benmett 521, Smith

eceiving—Minn on_11-141,
ngms, 53, MWillams 457, Robinsor
235, Smith 213 Campbell 110, Berton 13
a 416 Walker 314, Py

o1 336, Ditver 328, Franks 2 14, Green 27,
Mariin 1.35, Chatman .14, Ferguson 1-2.
Missed field goals—None.

Panthers 37, 49ers 27

o3 -3
1073

i
low 1 run, (chtcrson Kick), 9:09.
iy

Trond Guart
SF-Barlow3un (Petarson kick, 3:00.
Car—FG Kasay 37, 1:18.

carolina
San Francisco

Car—FG K:
G -aennem B Asauerbmn kick), 8:24.
unammag 40 pass from Delhomme
(Sauerbr\m kick), 3:46.
SFFG peterson 6.

Quar
SE—Lloyd 30 pase o Rattay (Peterson

Kick),
ufammad 4 pass from Delhomme
(Sauerhr\m kick), 7:
G Sauerbrun 34, 4:25,
immag. 2 pass from Delhomime
(sauerbrun kick), 2:
"A-NA.

car SF
First d 17 23
Total Net Vards 358 357
Rushes-yards 1857 33110

Passing 01 247
Punt Returns 15 32
Kickoff Returns 6125 8178

ns Re 42 0o

Missed field goal
Patriots 29, Bills 6

Buffalo
New England 317
" First Quarter
NE~FG Vinatiei 27,

aner
NEFG Vinatier! 24, 1
E=Pasten'13 pass o Brady (vinatieri
ick), 3

NE“Fauria 5 pass from Brady (Vinatieri
kick), :35.

NE—FG Vinatie
 Buf-Jsmith 58 Pt rétum (run faled),

Third Quarter

(Eouth Quarter
5,1

NEZFE Vinatien 37 4o,
A—63,756.

First downs

Total Net Yards

Rushes-yards

Passing

Punt Returns

Kickoff Returns

Interceptions et
tt-int

Sacked-Vards Lost

Rs:emn%\ uffalo, Moulds 545, Evans

L icGahee 112, Shelton 1.5 Euhus

New England, ‘Givens 566,

Srown 2.23, Faulk 216, pass 25
wer 1-10, Gral

! Dillon 1-5,

auria 1.5,
Missed field goals—None.
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Steelers land knockout blow vs. Browns

BY ToM WITHERS
The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — The pregame fight
might have been a draw. The main event
was a knockout.

Starting in warmups, the Pittsburgh
Steelers landed every punch.

Behind their unbeaten quarterback who
refuses to play like a rookie, the Steelers
rolled to their seventh straight victory,
beating the Cleveland Browns 24-10 on
Sunday.

The Steelers (8-1) did it the only way
they know how. They pounded Jerome Bet-
tis up the middle. They blitzed Browns
quarterback Jeff Garcia relentlessly. They
protected Ben Roethlisberger, and they
didn’t suffer a letdown.

“This team is special,” said Bettis, who
had two short touchdown runs.

Unfazed by Gerard Warren’s pregame
threats or anything Cleveland’s defense
threw at him, Roethlisberger became the
first rookie quarterback to begin 7-0 since
the 1970 merger.

“Ben doesn’t get rattled,” receiver
Hines Ward said. “For him (Warren) to
make comments like that wasn't very
smart. Maybe he’s jealous of Ben.”

The Steelers, with their best record
since the 1978 team reached 9-1, took
smashmouth football to a new extreme.

ing pregame warmups, Pittsburgh
linebacker Joey Porter punched Browns
running back William Green, bloodying
his lower lip during their fight. Both were
ejected before the opening Kickoff.

After handing New England and Phila-
delphia their first losses the past two

weeks, Pittsburgh could have gotten
caught overlooking the Browns. No
chance.

AP
(17) throws a pass from behind the block of

Keydnck Vincent (68) in the second quarter of the Steelers’ 24-10 win over Cleveland.

The Steelers remain the NFL's hottest
team.

“We haven’t done anything yet,” coach
Bill Cowher said. “We're fighting and
scratching for everything we can get every
week. We’re not that much better than that
team over there.”

Bettis, starting for the second straight
week in place of injured Duce Staley,

gained 103 yards on 29 carries, scoring
from the S and 1 in the first half.

“That’s my job, what I'm here for is to be
arelief pitcher,” Bettis said. “The guys be-
hind the starters have to help. That hap-
pened. James Harrison had a real good
game.”

Harrison filled in for Porter, who ex-
changed spit and fists with Green during

their pregame bout. Harrison had six tack-
les and one of Pittsburgh’s four sacks of

arcia.
On the final sack, Steelers safety Russell
Stuvaints returned Garcia’s fumble
yards for a TD.
The 104th game in the NFL fiercest ri-
Xalrél was particularly nasty — before-
and.

Earlier in the week, Warren promised to
go after Roethlisberger’s head, saying:
“Kill the head and the body is dead.” War-
ren was warned by the league on Friday to
watch himself or risk a suspension.

Warren, who had one tackle, spoke with
Roethlisberger before the game and ex-
plained his comments.

“They were private words not to be re-
peated,” Warren said.

Roethlisberger said Warren was respect-

1

ul.

“We talked a little bit, we laughed,” Ro-
ethlisberger said. “He said, ‘Let’s play foot-
ball, forget about what was said and enjoy
today.” That was OK with me.”

Roethlisberger wasn’t spectacular, just
an efficient 10-for-16 for 134 yards. He
also had 41 yards rushing as he smartly
avoided pressure by running from the
Browns (3-6).

Roethlisberger gained 13 yards on a key
third-and-1 late in the third quarter, fak-
ing a handoff and running left behind a
nice block from receiver Plaxico Burress
for a first down.

“T told you the kid was good,” Warren

Meanwhlle, the Browns are in disarray.
They've lost three in a row and there is
growing speculation that coach Butch
Davis’ job is in serious jeopardy.

“I'm'more concerned about the 53 guys
in that locker room, of them regaining re-
spect and playing well, That's my biggest
concern,” said Davis, 24-33 since 2001 and
1-8vs. Pmsburg

Manning, Colts get unexpected help from defense

The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS —  Peyton
Manning threw five touchdown
passes for the third time this sea-
son and had 320 yards, pacing the
Indianapolis Colts to a 49-14
thrashing of the Houston Texans
on Sunday.

Indianapolis (6-3) retained its
share of the AFC South lead with
Jacksonville with a surprisingly
staunch defense. Robert Mathis
had three sacks and forced three
fumbles and the Colts finished
with a season-high five sacks.
They also returned a fumble and
an interception for touchdowns.

Houston dropped to 4-5.

NFL roundup

Falcons 24, Buccaneers 14:
At Atlanta, Alge Crumpler caught
a 49-yard TD pass from Michael
Vick to clinch the victory for the
Falcons (7-2).

Crumpler had four catches for
a career-best 118 yards, and the
Falcons rushed for 205 yards. At-
lanta also had a season-high
seven sacks, with Matt Stewart
and Rod Coleman each getting
two. The Bucs are 3-6.

Rams 23, Seahawks 12: At St.

Louis, the Rams tied Seattle atop
the NFC West at 5-4, holding the
Seahawks to three field goals in
five trips inside the 20.

St. Louis’ Marshall Faulk had a
season-best 139 yards on 18 car-

es.

Seattle’s Shaun Alexander ran
for 176 yards, giving him 531
yards in the last three games and
putting him over 1,000 yards for
the fourth straight season. But Al-
exander’s fumble after a 35-yard
gain to the St. Louis 9 early in the
fourth quarter blew the Seahawk-
s’ chance to tie it.

Saints 27, Chiefs 20: At New
Orleans, Aaron Brooks threw a
42-yard touchdown pass to Joe

Better Computers.
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Horn midway through the fourth
quarter for the Saints (4-5).

Horn had five catches for 167
yards, and Deuce McAllister ran
for 127 yards and a touchdown.
Derrick Blaylock, playing for the
injured Priest Holmes, had 33 car-
ries for 186 yards and a touch-
down for the Chiefs (3-6).

Panthers 37, 49ers 27: At
San Francisco, Muhsin Muham-
mad caught three touchdown
passes from Jake Delhomme in
the second half as Carolina (2-7)
snapped a six-game slide.

Punter Todd Sauerbrun made
the go-ahead 34-yard field goal
after regular kicker John Kasay
injured his calf. Delhomme was

10-0f:34 for 303 yards — 123 on
six passes to Muhammad. San
Francisens 16,

Cardinals 17, Giants 14: At
Phoenix, Emmitt Smith ran for
two TDs and Arizona (4-5) sacked
Kurt Warner six times, including
four by Bertrand Berry.

Smith rushed for 67 yards, pass-
ing 18,000 yards in his career.

After opening 4-1, the Giants
are 5-4.

Bengals 17, Redskins 10: At
Landover, Md., Rudi Johnson ran
for 102 yards on 31 carries to help
the Bengals (4-5) snap a six-game
road losing streak. The Redskins
dropped to 3-6.

The Associated Press

DAVIE, Fla. — Miami_Dol-
phins interim coach Jim Bates
has made his first big decision:
He’s switching quarterbacks.

A.J. Feeley will replace Jay
Fiedler as the starter Sunday at
Seattle, Bates said Monday. It's
Miami’s most significant lmeup
change in the wake of coach
Dave Wannstedt's resignation
last week.

‘Wannstedt drew criticism for
his loyalty to the older, more ex-
perienced Fiedler. Excluding
two games early this season,
Fiedler has been the No. 1 quar-
terback since 2000.

Feeley in, Fiedler out in Miami

“It's time for A.J. to get an op-
portunity and see what he can
do,” Bates said. “He’s ready to
play for us, and ready to play
well.”

Feeley replaced Fiedler mid-
way through the season opener,
started the second and third
games, then returned to the
bench. He has thrown six inter-
ceptions, with three returned
for scores, and just two touch-
down passes.

With the Dolphins (1-8) fac-
ing numerous offseason deci-
sions, playing Feeley provides a
chance to gauge his potential.
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Ravens make most of turnover

Reed intercepts
halfback pass,
Baltimore goes
on to beat Jets

BY ANDREA ADELSON
The Associated Press

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. —
Ed Reed made another big play
when he had to, though he should
probably send a thank-you note to
LaMont Jordan.

Reed had a momentum-chang-
ing interception in the end zone
off a halfback option pass from
Jordan late in the second quarter,
helping the Baltimore Ravens get
back into a game they were in
danger of being blown out of by
the New York Jets.

Kyle Boller turned the intercep-
tion into points, then keyed a rally
that ended when Matt Stover
kicked a 42-yard field goal in over-
time to give the Ravens a 20-17
victory Sunday over the suddenly
free-falling Jets.

‘With Baltimore down 14-0 late
in the second quarter, Reed
looked on in bewilderment as Jor-
dan attempted to throw the pass
through heavy traffic. Jordan was
trying to toss the ball away but in-
stead it went 4 yards deep into the
end zone.

Reed took it and went 104
yards for a score, but it was called
back on a holding penalty. A
week ago in a 27-13 victory over
Cleveland, Reed had an
NFL-record 106-yard intercep-
tion return for a touchdown.

Although Reed’s score was
called back, Boller threw a 6-yard
TD pass to Clarence Moore to get
the Ravens (6-3) to 14-7 just be-
fore the break.

“I didn’t expect it because they
were all bunched up and I didn’t

Baltimore’s Clarence Moore catches a 6-yard TD pass from Kyle Boller
in the second quarter of Sunday's 20-17 defeat of the New York Jets.

see anyone open,” Reed said.
“There were a lot of players in
the area. It was a chance they
took.”

A chance Jets coach Herman
Edwards must regret. The Jets
(6-3) have lost two straight and
three of four, and this defeat
could end up hurting them in the
wild-card race. It also could sent
them spiraling out of playoff con-
tention.

The call from usually conserva-
tive offensive coordinator Paul
Hackett seemed completely out
of place. Curtis Martin scored
twice on runs to give the Jets the
two-touchdown lead. Quincy Cart-
er, filling in for the injured Chad
Pennington, made no mistakes up
to that point.

But when Hackett sent down
the play for Jordan, Edwards did
not veto it. Instead, he watched as

Jordan was mobbed and failed to
either be tackled for a loss or
throw the ball away.

“We ran the play, thought it
might work, and thought we
maybe would get up 21 on them,”
Edwards said. “The worst thing
that could have happened, hap-
pened. We threw an intercep-
tion.”

Jordan took the blame.

“I automatically said that this
game is on my shoulders,” he
said. “That play definitely was
the turning point in the game. We
are up 14-0, we just had a big
play, and we are going in to score,
then I threw an interception.
They get the momentum and we
just never got the momentum

ack.”

Carter was awful in the second
half, along the rest of his team-
mates on offense. After going
8-for-8 for 132 yards in the first
half, Carter was S-for-14 for 43
yards after the break. After rack-
ing up 209 first-half yards, the
Jets had 96 the rest of the way.
Martin ended with 119 yards on
28 carries.

Meanwhile, Baltimore played
its way back into the game.

Stover kicked a 24-yard field
goal to make it 14-10 and Boller
threw a 16-yard TD pass to Clar-
ence Moore with 4:13 remaining
togoup 17-14.

The Jets tied it on Doug Brien’s
20-yard field goal with 5 seconds
to go in regulation after another
mistake cost them a chance at a
touchdown. On  third-and-goal
from the 3 following an incom-
plete pass, the Jets wasted their
final timeout with 8 seconds re-
maining because Carter broke
the huddle too late and there was
little chance they could get the
play off in time.

In overtime, the Jets went
three and out twice before Balti-
more’s final drive for the winning
score. Boller finished 19-for-33
for 213 yards with two intercep-
tions.

Anemic run defense again dooms Lions

BY MARK LONG
The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — The
Detroit Lions won't have to spend
much time analyzing their
three-game losing streak.

They know exactly what went
wrong: they didn’t stop the run.

Fred Taylor ran for a sea-
son-high 144 yards, David Gar-
rard threw two touchdowns pass-
es in his second career start and
the Jacksonville Jaguars beat the
Lions 23-17 in overtime Sunday.

“Everyone needs to demand
better of themselves, and I'll just
leave it at that right there,” De-
troit guard Damien Woody Said.

Eddie Drummond’s two punt
returns for touchdowns in the
fourth quarter sent the game into
overtime, but Detroit’s inability
to stop the run could have result-
ed in a rout.

The Lions (4-5) allowed a sea-
son-high 239 yards on the ground.

“When we've got teams like
that down, we've got to step on
their necks,” Taylor said. “We

should have blown that team

The Jags (6-3) led 17-0 in the
fourth, but Drummond’s second
touchdown evened the score with
46 seconds remaining.

Garrard and Jimmy Smith did
the most damage in overtime.
They hooked up three times for
69 yards on the winning drive,
capping it with a 36-yard scoring
play in which Smith beat corner-
back Dre’ Bly on a simple
down-and-in pattern.

Smith finished with seven
catches for 109 yards and passed
James Lofton for 12th on the
NFL’s career receptions list with
767.

Garrard, meanwhile, proved
he’s more than just a career back-
up or a scrambling quarterback.

“It feels like a dream right
now,” Garrard said. “I'm still liv-
ing in the moment. I can’t put my
thoughts together right now, but
it feels good. I hope it’s just one
more step for me on my quarter-
backing re:

Garrard ﬁmshed 19-for-36 for

198 yards. He also had 42 yards
rushing, adding to Detroit's
run-stopping woes.

Washington ran for 156 yards
last week against the Lions, and
Dallas had 127 the week before.

Taylor gashed them again Sun-
day, finding open space off tackle
all afternoon. He sat out much of
the third quarter with leg cramps,
but the backups picked up the
slack. LaBrandon Toefield gained
41 yards, and rookie Greg Jones
added 12 yards and a touchdown.

“We've just got to find a way to
make those five or six plays that
make such a difference in every
game,” Lions coach Steve Mariuc-
ci said. “We haven’t been making
those as often as we need to.”

Offensively, the Lions were
equally ineffective.

Rookie Kevin Jones got all the
carries for the first time this sea-
son and gained a tough 81 yards.
But he was the lone bright spot.

Joey Harrington was sacked
twice and was pressured on near-
ly every passing play. He finished
11-for-33 for 121 yards with an in-

terception and had his streak of
games with at least one TD pass
snapped at eight.

He had a handful of dropped
balls and a few penalties that ne-
gated big plays, but he said no
one thing posed more problems
than anything else.

“It was a combination of every-
thing,” said Harrington, whose
team was just 2-for-14 on third
down. “We started out in too
many holes, and the blame is all
across the board.”

Harrington also  didn’t get
much help from his injury-deplet-
ed receiving corps. Rookie Roy
Williams, slowed by the ankle he
sprained last month against Atlan-
ta, finished with two catches for

yards.

Az-Zahir Hakim, starting in
place of injured Tai Streets, left
the game in the first half with a
back injury and did not return.

“It's my responsibility to find
out what our offense can do to be
productive and score some
points, and to be better than we
are,” Mariucci said. “We've got to
find a way to do that.”

Bears’ OT
safety tops
Tennessee

BY TERESA WALKER
The Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Craig
Krenzel knows who deserves
credit for the Chicago Bears’ lat-
est victory.

“Our defense is playing as well,
if not better, than any defense in
the league,” the quarterback said.
“’I'hey came through big again for

Thal is an understatement.

ex Brown sacked backup
Billy Volek in the end zone and
knocked the ball loose, and Ade-
wale Ogunleye touched down Ti-
tans tackle Fred Miller after he
covered up the fumble, giving the
Bears a safety and a 19-17 over-
time victory over Tennessee on
Sunday. The Bears’ defense also
scored a touchdown.

It was only the second NFL
game to end on a safety in over-
time. The other was Nov. 5, 1989,
when Minnesota beat the Los An-
geles Rams 23-21 by blocking a
punt through the end zone.

The Bears (4-5) have won three
straight for the first time since
the end of the 2001 season, the
last year they reached the play-

offs.

This_victory, combined with
Green Bay’s victory over Minne-
sota, has Chicago tied with De-
troit a game back in the NFC
North.

“It's tough getting a win on the
road like this, but this team each
week keeps getting a little bit bet-
ter,” first-year coach Lovie Smith
said.

Chicago didn’t match the seven
sacks and five turnovers forced in
last week’s victory over the New
York Giants, but the Bears’ tim-
ing couldn’t have been better on
its third sack. The Bears allowed
the Titans 390 yards of offense,
but forced three turnovers.

“We believe that if it comes
down to us, we can win,” Brown
said. “We don’t feel that a team
can drive the ball down the field
on us.”

The Titans (3-6) came in need-
ing a victory to keep alive faint
playoff hopes before starting a
three-game road trip through the
AFC South. The defense respond-
ed with five sacks, three turn-
overs and just 176 yards allowed.

The outcome left the Titans de-
fenders wondering what else they
could have done.

“It is just inexcusable to lose at
home against Chicago with them
starting a rookie quarterback,”
cornerback Samari Rolle said.

Well, Krenzel didn’t beat the Ti-
tans. But he did come through
late in regulation, going 4-for-7
for 65 yards to set up Paul
Edinger’s 29-yard field goal that
tied the game 17-17 with 52 sec-
onds left.

The offense provided points
only on the field goal. Krenzel fin-
ished 10-for-28 for 116 yards.

Michael Haynes tipped an inter-
ception to himself and returned it
45 yards for a TD at the end of the
first half to tie the game 7-7, and
R.W. McQuarters returned a punt
75 yards early in the third quarter
for a 14-7 Chicago lead.
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Pats give all-around effort

WR Brown fills in at CB, intercepts Bledsoe in win vs. Bills

BY JIMMY GOLEN
The Associated Press

FOXBORO, Mass. — Troy Brown has had
to make a lot of adjustments while playing
both sides of the football.

One thing remains the same.

“You always want to score when you get the
ball — offense or defense,” he said Sunday
night after his first career interception — one
of four Patriots interceptions in a 29-6 victory
over the Buffalo Bills.

Brown intercepted old friend Drew Bledsoe
early in the fourth quarter and ran it back 17
yards to the Buffalo 23 before he was caught
from behind. Bledsoe connected with Brown
for 12 touchdowns and more than 200 passes
during their time together with the Patriots,
but this is the first time only one of them was
happy after the catch.

“That’s my man, I won’t disrespect him in
any way,” said Brown, who had the ball from
his interception stowed away in his locker
after the game. “I would like to see him do
well. But T do not want to see him come in
here and beat us.”

A wide receiver helping out on defense be-
cause of injuries in the secondary, Brown
caught two passes for 23 yards, the first time
in franchise history that a player has had a re-
ception and interception in the same game.

“He’s awesome,” quarterback Tom Brady,
who was 19-for-35 for 233 yards and two
touchdowns. “Whatever the coach asks him to
do, he does. The interception was awesome.”

Adam Vinatieri kicked five field goals, and
Corey Dillon ran for 151 yards on 26 carries.

Bledsoe threw three interceptions and back-
up J.P. Losman had one and a fumble against
a dominating New England defense.

Bledsoe was just 8-for-19 for 76 yards in all
— a quarterback rating of 14.3 in his latest re-
turn to Foxboro, where he was the starter for
eight seasons before losing his job to Brady in
2001.

The Patriots (8-1) have won two straight
since their NFL-best 21-game winning streak
ended on Oct. 31 at Pittsburgh. They out-
gained the Bills 428 yards to 125 and moved
two games ahead of the New York Jets in the
AFC East.

The Patriots led 20-0 at halftime, scoring on
four of their five possessions, while Buffalo
(3-6) punted three times and was intercepted
twice. The Bills scored only on a punt return
— a poor follow-up to their strong 22-17 victo-
ry over the Jets.

Even Willis McGahee, who sparked the
Bills to three victories in their previous four
games, couldn’t do much after New England
took an early lead. McGahee ran for more
than 100 yards in those victories, his only pre-
vious pro starts, but was held to 37 yards on 14
carries by the Patriots.

Without any help from the running game,
Bledsoe was his usual inept self — 8-for-19 for
76 yards — against his former team, dropping

AP

New England Patriots WR David Givens (87) reaches but can’t make the reception as Buffalo
Bills’ Terrence McGee (24) defends Sunday night in Foxboro, Mass. The Patriots won 29-6.

to 1-5 against the Patriots.

“Not only us,” said safety Lawyer Milloy, an-
other former Patriot, “but there are 31 other
teams that should be envious of the way
they’re playing. They have only one loss this
year and everyone who plays them has to be
ready.”

The Patriots, still rolling after last week’s
40-22 victory at St. Louis, took a 6-0 lead on
field goals of 27 and 24 yards by Vinatieri. On
their next series, they marched 75 yards on 11

plays, capped by Brady’s 13-yard pass to
avid

Bledsoe threw his second interception on
the next possession. It was returned 29 yards
by Tedy Bruschi, and Brady threw a 3-yard
touchdown pass to Christian Fauria.

Vinatieri made it 23-0 with a 20-yard field
goal in the third quarter. Jonathan Smith then
[etumed Josh Miller’s punt 70 yards for a

uchdown, but the 2-point conversion at-
lempl failed for Buffalo.

Packers: Late
Minnesota
comeback
falls short

PACKERS, FROM BACK PAGE

The Vikings were stunned by
the referee’s ruling.

“We thought we had the ball
and I don’t know what else to tell
you,” Minnesota coach Mike Tice
said. “We thought we had the ball
from the get-go. We had a player
with the ball, another player on
top of him.”

Ferguson broke into the open at
midfield and thought he had a
clear shot at the end zone when
Antoine Winfield swooped in and
punched the ball away.

“It seemed like the game was
gradually slipping out of our
hands and going into their grasp,”
Favre said. “When we broke it
right there I said, ‘Oh, boy.’ You
would think yowd been, ‘Oh,
great” But until he got on the
ground I was not satisfied.”

Favre and Daunte Culpepper
each threw four touchdown pass-
es without an interception. It was
Favre’s 18th game with four or
more TD tosses, second only to
Dan Marino’s 21.

Favre hit receiver Javon Walk-
er, tailback Tony Fisher, tight end
Bubba Franks and fullback Will-
iam Henderson in the end zone as
the Packers built a 31-17 lead.

“I knew it wasn’t enough,”
Favre said.

Not with Culpepper on the
other sideline.

Even though he was working
without star receiver Randy Moss
(strained hamstring) for the sec-
ond straight game, Culpepper
threw for 363 yards, connecting
with Nate Burleson 11 times for
141 yards and a score.

Culpepper’s 2-yard shovel pass
to Onterrio Smith with 2:53 left
made it 31-24. The Vikings held
and got the ball back with 2:18 re-
maining. Culpepper needed just
three plays and less than a
minute to move Minnesota S8
yards to a 17-yard TD toss to Moe
Williams with 1:20 left.

That’s when Ferguson fumbled
and Steele snatched the ball back.

“It definitely was a little extra
special to get that against my old
team,” Steele said. “I was just in
the right place at the right time.”

For payback.
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at line, Heat put away Bucks in 20T,

Green Bay Packers’ Robert Ferguson (89) looks at the ball after fumbling in the final minutes of their game against the Minnesota Vikings on
Sunday in Green Bay, Wis. Ferguson returned the kickoff to midfield, where Antoine Winfield forced a fumble. The officials ruled that Packers
tight end Ben Steele, front left, recovered, even though Minnesota's Larry Ned emerged with the ball. The Packers went on to win 34-31.

Packers make key pickup

Fumble recovery by Vikings castoff sets up winning FG

BY ARNIE STAPLETON
The Associated Press

GREEN BAY, Wis. — Ben
Steele repaid both the team that
believed in him and the one that
gave up on him.

The tight end, snatched up by
the Green Bay when he was cut
by Minnesota in training camp, re-
covered a fumble that led to Ryan
Longwell’s 33-yard field goal as
time expired, giving the Packers
a 34-31 victory Sunday over their
bitter rival.

“We stole Steele from them,
and he stole the ball from them,”
Packers guard Marco Rivera
said.

Minnesota’s Derek Ross cer-
tainly felt robbed.

He pounced on the ball when
Green Bay’s Robert Ferguson
fumbled on a kickoff return at
midfield with 1:20 left after the Vi-
kings had scored two touchdowns
in a 93-second span to tie it. But
Steele, who outweighs Ross by
more than 50 pounds, fought his

way into the scrum and clutched
the ball, too.

The officials eventually ruled
Green Bay had possession, and
Brett Favre led the Packers on
the winning drive for their fourth
straight victory. The Vikings lost
their third straight game and fell
into a tie with the Packers atop
the NFC North at 5-4.

“There wasn’t any doubt in my
mind I had the ball,” Steele said.
“ wasn’t going to give it up until
the ref said, ‘[No.] 82, you've got
it There was a lot of scratching
and clawing. It seemed like an
eternity, but there was no way I
was going to let go of that suck-
er.”

Ross said he was robbed by ref-
eree Ron Winter, plain and sim-

ple.

“Clearly, I had the ball. Yeah,
we had the ball,” Ross said. “I
don't think the referee did a good
job of getting everybody off the
pile to see clearly I had the ball.”

SEE PACKERS ON PAGE 31

Packers quarterback Brett Favre
celebrates after a 17-yard touch-
down pass to Bubba Franks in the
second quarter Sunday.
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